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Simply elegant: designs that work 


Simple* Elegant* FunctionaL Durable* Qualities at the soul 
of our design sensibility-a sensibility that is as evocative as it is 
rational as current as it is timeless. Enter the Franklin Dining 
Collection, shown here in solid birch stained cabernet. As with 
all our furniture, the Franklin is handcrafted to order in a variety 
of standard sizes and in your choice of several North American 
hardwoods-each selected for its beauty, strength and sustainability. 
Visit the showroom nearest you or check us out on the web to see 
the difference Yermont Quality Craftsmanship makes. 
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Soar with snowkiting, the new thrill 
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By Peter Broński; photographed by Rob Swanson 
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lllustrated by Bob Selby 
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Deck the Halls ... of Power 
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By Tony Marro; photographed by Kevin Bubriski 
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On The Web 

We're creating new ways for you to enjoy Vermont Life Online: 

VERMONTER'S VERMONT 

Vermont as we really live it 

Our new multimedia experience enriches one of the 
articles from this issue. This time the focus is snowshoeing 
("A Heck of Trek," page 10). 

0O PITTSFIELD PIX 

Our slideshow brings you right to the action at the 
Pittsfield Snowshoe Race 

!■< UP CLOSE 

Watch traditional wooden snowshoes being crafted 

fl AN EAR TO THE GROUND 

Listen to snowshoeing tips from the experts 

W COUNTRY KITCHEN Savory recipes from Riverside 
Farm, host of the Pittsfield Snowshoe Marathon 

VI4: AN INSIDER'S KNOWLEDGE 

From the Green Mountain Club's book "Snowshoeing 
in Vermont: A Guide to the Best Winter Hikes," a list 
of the top 14 snowshoe trails in Yermont 


GENERAL STORĘ 

♦ Free stuff: Sign up for our newsletter, request a 
catalog, or get a free issue 

♦ Holiday gifts: One-stop shopping for Vermont Life 
calendars, books, videos, home goods, and morę 

♦ Great posters: Purchase selected images from this issue 

TOOL SHED 

♦ Manage your subscription 

♦ Write the editor 

♦ Check our weather 

♦ Buy previous issues 

♦ Search for events statewide 
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Visit us at the Site: From the Bridge in downtown 
Middlebury go to route 7 South, at 3rd light take a right on 
Middle Road North. Drive to the end of the road 
and bear right up the hill to The Lodge at Otter Creek. 






Introducing the Lodge at Otter Creek 


350 Lodge Road • Middlebury, VT 05753 

# 1 nroo f 


Owned and operated by Bulłrock Corp., 
and affiliatcd with Shclbame Bay Senior Living Community. 


THE LODGE 

at OTTER CREEK 

The next generation in aciult living 


Now you can come home to 
Middlebury, Vermont at the Lodge 
at Otter Creek, where you’11 
discover the next generation in 
adult living. Scheduled to open in 
the summer of 2008, the Lodge at 
Otter Creek offers a milieu of rental 
options ranging from spacious 
cottages, town homes, apartments 
and a variety of floor plans to suit your every need. 

Nestled on 36 acres of land within minutes of Middlebury 
College, surrounded by sprawling fields, majestic mountains, 
walking trails, apple orchards and panoramie views, the 
Lodge offers a unique blend of security, elegance and beauty 
that redefines adult living. Ali the culture, the artistic 
vibrancy and timeless beauty of Middlebury and Addison 
County are just waiting for you at the Lodge at Otter Creek. 

Please give David Hilliard a cali at 802-388-1220 
with inąuiries or to Schedule a site tour. 

Now Accepting Reseryations 


Home Room 
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INSIDE VL 


A Wintry Mix 


Lilce a lot of Vermonters, I have a love/hate relationship with 
winter. 

I can't stand the chilly floors in the morning, the frigid dash to the 
mailbox or the steering wheel that's painful to the touch. Days that 
are so cold that the snów sąueaks? They send chills down my spine. 

So why do I live here, where it's not unusual to see snów before 
Halloween and after Mother's Day? 

Because it's not winter I dislike, it's being cold. Add another layer 
or two, and the outdoors beckon once again. 

When I watch snowkiters on Lakę Champlain (page 50), I can 
still feel the rush I did as a kid when I would use a sheet for a sail 
to cruise across the local pond. When I snowshoe up the mountain 
behind my house and see Camels Hump glowing white under the 
fuli moon, or pink on a elear and frigid January dawn ... it's pure 
magie. And while the allure of downhill skiing has thus far escaped 
me (please don't tell anyone), sledding is even morę fun now that my 
own kids are splayed on my back. 

I live here because few things in life are as perfect as a glass of 
winę by the woodstove, especially if there's dark chocolate involved 
(page 64). Besides, "cozy" and "toasty" are words that do not com- 
pute in places like Florida or Arizona. 

Our terrific new managing editor, Bill Anderson, is my polar op- 
posite when it comes to winter passions. He's the type of guy who 
will work weekends in the fali in order to grab some extra ski days 
in January. He says things like "skiing changed my life" and means 
it. He's so enthusiastic — and verbally adept — that in just a month 
he's convinced me that skiing is what's been missing all my life. 

Bill has his reasons for loving it here, and I have minę,- the topie 
comes up surprisingly often in conversation among Vermonters. In 
this issue, we decided to ask some of this state's many gifted writers 
to explain, in 150 words or less, why they live here (page 54). Some 
are natives, some moved here long ago, and some are recent arrivals. 
All have consciously decided to make Vermont their home. Their 
reasons are as varied as their writing styles, but it's worth noting 
that not one of them says they live here because they like cold cars. 

See you on the slopes. y 

Mary Hegarty Nowlan, Editor 
Email: mary.nowlan@state.vt.us 
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Color Clash 

Words cannot express my absolute joy 
in your last issue. Black & White! When 
I was 10 years of age, I sent $1 to Sears 
Roebuck for my Baby Kodak Camera. I 
went from that to camera clubs nation- 
wide, then portraits until color drove 
me home. 

I also enjoyed all the other beautiful 
views of Vermont. This was only my sec- 
ond issue, but oh, how happy I am with 
your magazine. Keep it up! 

Irene G. Martin 
Keene, N.H. 

My Autumn issue arrived the other 
day and my initial reaction was, "What's 
this?" In the 35 years I've subscribed to 
Vermont Life, I have never seen a morę 
disappointing cover. One of the first 
I things that brought my attention to this 
I magazine were the spectacular color pho- 
I tographs which have graced the cover 
I sińce its inception. This is no reflection 
I upon the work of Richard W. Brown, 
I whose work I've admired for many years. 

Please return to Vermont Life's tradi- 
I tion and hallmark of outstanding color 
I photos on the cover. 

Robert W. Henseler 
Oakdale, Conn. 



IVERY 
TIME 
A BELL 

RINGS 


Thank you so much for the wonderful 
Autumn '07 edition. The cover photo of 
John and Gladys Somers by Richard W. 
Brown pictures my husband's grandpar- 
ents. They are a very treasured memory 
and it was such an honor for the Somers 
family to see them on the cover of Ver- 
mont Life. It would have been such an 
honor for them also. 

Kathy Somers 
Bamet 


ANGEL 

GETS HER 

BLING 


Tunks for the Memories 
Your article about the old-time tunks 
in Vermont [Autumn 2007] really took 
me back a few years. Born and raised 
in the smali town of Graniteville, I re- 
member friends, neighbors and relatives 
getting together on a Saturday night to 
sąuare dance to the French-Canadian 
reels of fiddle, harmonica and spoons. 
It was a lovely time and I thank you for 
bringing back such warm memories. 
Brenda Galway 
Erving, Mass. 


Send letters to: Vermont Life, 

6 Baldwin Street, Montpelier, VT 05602; 
e-mail: editors@VtLife.com 



Burlington, Springfield & Stratton, VT, Hanover, NH -VonBargens.com 


winter 2007-2008 • 5 



















Burkę Mountain is a Ginn Company resort. Ginn plans 
$100 million in improvements, including a Jack Nicklaus 
golf course, and welcomes Bear Path owners to enjoy 
the coming amenities. 


Be* Ah 

Your home in the Northeast Kingdom 
866-756-4771 • bearpathtownhomes.com 


Refreshing. Uncrowded. Different. 


4. Glide down trail to lift 


This level of convenience may take some 
getting used to, especially for experienced 
skiers acclimated to morę arduous ski-in/ski-out 
locations. With practice, these techniques 
become second naturę and add to the profound 
enjoyment of living slopeside at Bear Path. 


YOU ARE HERE. In a luxury townhome 
on Vermont's Burkę Mountain. Homes earn 
5-Star Energy Efficiency rating. Limited to 
just 36 new homes from 2,526 to 3,496 sq. ft. 
Starting at $950,000. True ski to/from your 
door convenience. 


SPECIAL SKI LESSONS 

for Bear Path Townhome owners 

1. Step out back door 2. Step into right ski 3. Step into left ski 









































Contributors 


A look at some of the writers and photographers 
behind this issue o (Yermont Life 



I Steve Payne and Alden Pellet (above) 

The Mountain Tamers (page 28) 

• St. Albans resident Stephen Russell Payne often writes about the dignity and 
I hard work of northern Vermonters — a focus that drew him to our feature on the 
I trail groomers at Smugglers' Notch ski area. For the assignment, Payne took his 
| first winch cat ride with heavy eąuipment operator Nelson Cushing, who drove 
i to the top of Sterling Mountain ''and proceeded to lower us headfirst down one of 
? Smuggs' steepest trails — I mean we literally drove down a cliff winched off to 

another cat at the top. Without the seat belt harness, I would have fallen through 
) the windshield. I have to say it was a rather uniąue, wild experience." 

• Photographer Alden Pellet of Hinesburg has been a contributor to the maga- 
: zine for almost 20 years, ever sińce famed Vermont Life photographer Clyde 
i Smith took him under his wing and urged him to submit his images. An avid 
> outdoorsman, Pellett enjoys hiking with his wife, rock and ice climbing, fishing 
ij and other fresh-air pursuits throughout Vermont. 

Pete Hartt 

Where There's a Will, There's a Way 
(page 34) 

For his profile of Will Voigt, Barre- 
Montpelier Times Argus sport editor 
Pete Hartt drew on experience going 
back to the winter of 1996, when Cabot 
basketball coach Steve Pratt told Pete 
that the best point guard in the State 
was playing basketball not at one of 
the large Division I schools but in tiny 
Cabot. That point guard, of course, 
was Voigt, who was just beginning to 
make his marle in the world of basket¬ 
ball. Over the next decade, as Hartt's 
story describes, Voigt began to rise 
through the coaching ranks, working 
in the NCAA, the NBA, Europę and 
finally returning to Vermont, where 
he led the new Vermont Frost Heaves 
to the championship of the American 
Basketball Association. # 


Marialisa Calta 

Vermont Eats (page 64) 

Between research on chocolate and 
coffee for the winter edition of Vermont 
Eats, Marialisa Calta is staying wide 
awake in Calais while she pursues her 
freelance writing ca- 
reer. As a food writer 
and cookbook author, 
Marialisa has sampled 
dishes on the edge — 
kurrajong grubs from 
Australia, swamp rat 
from Louisiana — 
but comfort food at 
home means curling 
up by the woodstove 
1 with a steaming cup 
i of Vermont-roasted 

d) 

J coffee and a luscious 

o 

J Vermont-made truffle 
* (or two). 




Robert Carl Williams 


Residential Commercial 


CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL 


Renoyation Land Planning 


Pittsfield, VT Tel 802-746-8917 www.rcwa.com 



Country Curtai 118 

V_/ R li T A II. S H O P 


916 Shelburne Road 


South Burlington, Vermont 
802-865-9595 


www.ccretailshops.com 
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Temperaturę of Lakę Champlain for 
last year's Penguin Plunge, an 
annual Burlington bash in which 
participants take a quick dip to 
raise money for charity 

Vermont's national ranking 
for per capita consumption of 
oatmeal cereal 


1893 

Year that Rudyard Kipling invented 
snów golf, a derivative of golf on 
grass, which occupied the author 
during his winter months in Vermont 

25.3 

Inches of snów measured in Burling¬ 
ton after the 2007 Valentine's Day 
blizzard, Vermont's largest snowfall 
in a 24-hour period 

50 

Number of members signed up for 
'07-'08 at the Green Mountain 
Curling Club in Morrisville, the first 
club of its kind in Vermont 

754,000 

Number of people who curl 
regularly in Canada 


Conservation 

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters of Waterbury will become the first 
company to carry a product endorsement label from Dr. Jane Goodall, the 
world-renowned chimpanzee conservationist. 

The partnership began two years ago when Goodall put out a plea to 
the coffee industry, asking companies to help protect the habitat of chimps 
by raising the income of impoverished African farmers, who were constantly 
cutting forests to expand their farmland. 

Green Mountains blend "Gombe Reserve" will now carry the label "Jane 
Goodall: Good for Ali," based on Green Mountains increased payments to 
a coffee growers cooperative near Tanzanias Gombe National Park. 



FOR MORĘ read "The Mountain Tamers," page 28 


“i make a point every day tJ stop and 
look at something beautitukand its not 
hard tofind: the elear 
loaded with new snów, the trees o^W^B 
Madonna covered with frost.’* . 


Smugglers’ Notch trail groomet 
Dave Williamsgn ^ 
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Ta(es of A&ricul+tire for Youds; on<J OM 

Teeds 


Dear Aunt Agnes, 

ThoughtI would write 
a notę to let vou know 


It is getting 
warmer here. But 
some days are still 



QU IZ SHOW 

FOUR OUESTIONS for Jeff Danziger 


Jeff Danziger is an award-winning political cartoonist and author whose work 
regularly appears in The New York Times and Washington Post. He now lives 
in New York City after spending much of his life in Vermont, but still finds time 
to write the comic strip "The Teeds/' which depicts rural family life in Vermont. 
It can be seen in the Vermont Sundoy Magazine, the magazine section of the 
Rutlond Herald and the Barre-Montpelier Times Argus. 


What's your favorite thing about Vermont? 

The seasonal life. I always liked the way the year unfolded — the clock of getting 
ready for winter, the reward of spring, and then the summer just comes to you. Also, 
the people; the overall self-reliance of the people who live here. 


What do you draw upon for the Vermont authenticity in ''The Teeds"? 

We had some neighbors in Plainfeld. They bought their farm in the '60s and they were 
just a real farm family, a mom-and-pop operation. They had about 28 cows, did their 
own milking, put up their own hay. They were definitely the inspiration. 


So you have a mentol backlog of memories of your old neighbors that you 
continuously draw upon? 

Mental backlog is about right! I just think back to the time when I moved to Vermont 
in the '70s, and it was still possible for a mom and pop to run a family farm. Lots of 
hard work and plenty of Vermont creativity, but a sense of humor helped. It was a 
great life for many, but no one madę very much money. I usually combine a bit of 
politics and economy, and some thought to the changing seasons as well. 


From conception to completion, how long does it take to create a Teeds cartoon? 
It usually only takes about an hour to put together a strip. I think slow, but I draw fast. 

FOR MORĘ of Jeff Danziger's interview go to www.VermontLife.com 

SAY 

CHEESE 

Vermont cheesemakers won top honors at the 
24th annual conference of the American Cheese 
Society, the country's largest cheese competition. 

The Green Mountain stałe took home 41 awards, 
induding 10 first-place wins, but Cabot Creamery 
was the big cheese, leading the Vermont pack 
with four blue ribbons. 


* 



From Hinesburg 
to Kenya 

E ach year, one teacher from a 
pool of 15,000 schools receives 
the National Teacher of the Year 
Siemens Award for Advanced Place- 
ment. This years recipient was David Ely, 
a biology teacher at Champlain Valley 
Union High School in Hinesburg. 

A native Vermonter who has been 
teaching for 35 years, Ely used his 
$5,000 award to fund a trip to Kenya. 
There, he gave out art supplies and 
sports equipment and helped students 
plant trees. He also purchased three 
cows for a village inhabited by women 
and children disowned by their tribe. 

The honor validates his long career, 
said Ely, and he cited a Greek proverb to 
sum up his experience: "A society grows 
great when old men plant trees whose 
shade they know they shall never sit in." 
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For a new breed of snowshoer, 
its not about leisurely walks or 
fresh animal tracks 


By Suzanne Loring 

Endurance racing. Cultural 
education. Moonlit extravaganzas. 
Ecotourism. Snowshoeing's not as 
simple as it used to be. 

Twenty years ago, the booming 
fitness craze, snowboarding and 
the advent of lightweight alumi- 
num snowshoes combined to bring 
snowshoeing out of the rural back- 
woods and into the mainstream 
as cross-country and downhill ski 
resorts sought new ways to en- 
tice families and non-skiers. Now 
some new trends lilce ecotourism 
and adventure travel are helping 
to make snowshoeing downright 
trendy again. A tour past a cultural 
touchstone like Robert Frost's 
cabin or a challenging deep woods 
mountain hilce that culminates at 
a sugar shack is inducing a whole 
new segment of the population to 
strap on snowshoes. 


THANKS TO THE 

“Shredders” 


Worth the effort: Snowshoers work 
their way up Mount Mansfield above 
Stowes gondola. 


Snowshoeing as a winter fitness option quite 
literally slid into the sporting scene on the backs 
of early snowboarders. These pioneers — who 
called themselves shredders — were almost 
universally banned from ski areas, so they used 
snowshoes to break trail to backcountry loca- 
tions where the snów ran deep, toting snow- 
boards on their backs. Seemingly overnight, 
snowshoes became a requisite part of the winter 
sporting-equipment arsenał for winter warriors 
— including downhill and cross-country skiers. 

By the mid '90s, ski areas around the 
country blazed snowshoeing trails, provided 
snowshoe rentals and led guided snowshoe 
tours. Snowshoe sales increased morę than 20 
percent per year throughout the '90s; by 1996 
they had reached the million-dollar mark in a 
single year for the first time. 

As of 2005, there were 5.5 million snowsho¬ 
ers in the U.S. 

























■ To order a print of this photograph, see page 1. 
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VERMONTER’S YERMONT 





Goats 

Milk 


14Ik Tli TEARLESS • SANS LARMES 16OZ 


Original Formula 


The soothing softness of Canus 


For you... for your family... Canus Vermont offers the rntural moisturizing 
properties of fresk Goats Milk in a complete linę ofsoaps, lotions, 
body butler, lip balm... and morę. Without harsh chemicab! 

No wonder dermatobgists often recommend Goats Milk products 
to relieve even severe dry skin conditions. 

wvuw.canusgoatsmilk.com or 866 496-2527 


FffĆś h Goats Milk Skin Care Products 



Each year, a 5-km snowshoe race is part 
of Stówek weeklong Winter Camival. 


Snowshoeing as endurance test, 
though, is the trend really clattering 
its way through the snowshoe cul- 
ture right now. This boisterous side of 
snowshoeing is altering the formerly 
Zen-like recreation into a fast-paced, 
high-energy endurance challenge. 

With races anywhere from 3K to fuli 
marathon length, these events attract 
the curious neophytes, dedicated run- 
ners who want to bypass the treadmill 
during the long winter months, and 
seasoned athletes looking for a new 
challenge. 

"Endurance athletes are always 
looking for new challenges," says 
Matt Quinlan, a resident of Pittsfield 
and snowshoe racer who competes in 
old-school wooden snowshoes. 

"Once these athletes have conąuered 
ultramarathons, expedition-length 
adventure races and double Iron Man 
races, why not a snowshoe marathon?" 
he asks. 

"Then there are guys like me who 
just want to get out there, challenge 
themselves and burn off a couple of 
Long Trails!" 

In 2006, the Sixth Annual U.S. Na¬ 
tional Snowshoe Championships were 
held in Bolton. The event attracted 
216 competitors — morę than double 
the previous year, according to Snow¬ 
shoeing magazine — including Kasie 
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Andre Jenny 



















DESIGN • CONSTRUCTION • 1NTERIORS • FURNISHINGS 


Dare to Move Buildings! 


Old Yermont barns with new facades make beautiful homes, 


This antique post and beam was disassembled and 
moved to its new location. Restoring these well-built 
structures is a wonderful way to preserve the past. 

It was very important to 
the owners to retain as 
many of the barn’s classic 
elements as possible. 

It houses the great room 
with a fieldstone fireplace, 
expansive Windows and a 
loft stairway to the upstairs 
bedrooms. 


1KB aa 


The remainder of the farm 
house is new construction, 
built to look like it’s aiways 
been there. It houses a 
country kitchen, dining 
area and a second floor 
master bedroom. 




Design-Build Firm 

In the tradition of the Master Builder, we bring together design 
and construction, taking your project from concept to completion. 


Brandon, Yermont 
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VERMONTER’S YERMONT 



A WAR 0 

Of 

iXCELLENCE 


Noutmun tg? 


Just a short drive from Killington 


fołdkUhinf Ndnul %ud$, 

SiffiHj Smsvh, 


Nordic Ski & Snowshoe Center 
80km Trails Dog Sledding 
Endless Winter Adventures 
Dining Room & Casual Tavern 




800.445.2100 www.mountaintopinn.com 



A Little Night 
Shoeing 

Here in Vermont, where we tend 
to be particularly fond of moonlight, 
snowshoeing adventure sometimes 
comes at nightfall. Some options: 

♦ The Catamount Outdoor Family 
Center, in Williston, offers 90-min- 
ute tours on three skill levels (easy, 
moderate and technical), with all 
groups arriving back at the same 
time for complimentary 
refreshments. 

♦ The Highland Lodge and Cross 
Country Ski Center in Greensboro 
offers a 2J6 hour trek on nights 
around the fuli moon. Cali ahead 
(802) 533-2467 for details. 

♦ Smugglers' Notch Cross-Country 
Ski and Snowshoe Adventure 
Center offers family snowshoeing 
events, including a high elevation 
tour and an after-dark snowshoe 
course complete with fireworks. 

♦ The Grafton Ponds Nordic Ski and 
Mountain Bike Center in Grafton 
offers guided naturę moonlit hikes, 
as well as introductory 

lessons on snowshoeing. 


Enman of Huntington, who won the 
female division. 

"Snowshoeing is an excellent way 
to get off the road in the winter," says 
Enman. "You can run on trails in 
your backyard, and you don't have to 
worry about the miles. Just get out 
and do it." ^ 
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Appreciation 

Remembering Grace Paley 

By Yyonne Daley 


I T ALWAYS SEEMED 

appropriate that the 
road to Grace Paley's 
house in Thetford Hill 
went straight uphill. 

Paley never shied away 
from struggle. 

She had been diag- 
nosed with metasta- 
sized cancer long before 
being named Vermont State Poet in 
2003 (serving until 2007). But just as 
she retained her optimism about the 
innate goodness in each human de- 
spite decades of protesting against war, 
nuclear proliferation and a whole host 
of social injustices, she continued to 
accept reąuests to speak at schools, 
libraries, writing groups, bookstores, 
nursing homes and village greens 
across the State until a few months be¬ 
fore her death at age 84 in August. 

Paley loved bringing poetry to the 
people. She considered it a political 
action. 

Inevitably, even when she was in 
considerable pain, she'd appear hright- 
eyed, that wonderful halo of white 
hair surrounding her beautiful face, 
and ąuickly engage as many people as 
possible in conversation about their 
lives, their reading or writing, their 
concerns — and their struggles. 

"People say about me, she lives be- 
tween Vermont and New York," she 
once said. "What is this living be- 
tween? You can't live between. I live in 
Vermont and I go to New York." 

She loved both places. It was her 
husband, writer Robert Nichols, who 
brought her to Vermont. His family 
homestead was in Thetford and the 
two traveled here from New York City 
regularly until moving fuli time to 
that home on top of a hill in 1988. 

No one would ever mistake Paley 
for a native Vermonter. Her voice — 
both in person and in her short sto- 
ries — remained rooted in the Bronx of 


her childhood and the 
Greenwich Village of 
her parenting and orga- 
nizing years. 

Vermont, however, 
I madę its way into her 
| poetry. 

^ At the time of her 
selection as State poet, 
Alexander Aldrich, ex- 
ecutive director of the Vermont Arts 
Council, said the selection committee 
had been unanimously impressed by 
the accessibility and surprising depth 
of Paley's worlc. Aldrich noted that Pa- 
ley's poetry not only reflected Vermont 
values but also expressed her deep ap¬ 
preciation of the state's natural beauty 
and the character of its residents. 

It wasn't surprising. 

Paley was a people collector, a story 
collector, and Vermont provided her 
with wonderful materiał. She was 
enchanted by both the notion of and 
the practice of town meeting. She lik- 
ened the recycling center to the union 
hall. And she loved that humble cabin 
where she had entertained so many 
good friends and watched her grand- 
children play with fire truclcs among 
the stacks and stacks of boolcs on the 
living room floor. 

I visited her there after the publica- 
tion of "Just As I Thought," a collec- 
tion of essays, musings, letters and 
other writings spanning her long life 
as political activist and writer. The 
phone was ringing off the hook with 
reąuests for interviews. 

"Let's go rake," she said. So, out we 
went into the late winter yard. Nich¬ 
ols was busy repairing a birdfeeder 
that, like the rest of the yard, had been 
battered by winter. It wasn't Vermont 
at its loveliest. But, using just the tip 
of the rake's tines, Paley gently un- 
covered a daffodil polcing up through 
the debris. 

"Ah, another survivor," she said. # 



WILL MOSES 



Dashing Through The Snów 
18"x24" Serigraph $385 



^IGHTBeforeotristmąj 


WILL MOSES, 


Book 


$16.99 


K WILL MOSES X 

Checkered House 
K Christmas x 



1000 piece puzzle $16.95 


2008 Calendar 
now available $13.00 
plus shipping & applicable tax 

"Art to wam your heart and home" 

MT. NEBO GALLERY 


60 Grandma Moses Rd. 

P.O. Box 94, Eagle Bridge, NY 12057 

1-800-328-6326 


FREE color catalog is available featuring 
Will Moses limited edition Folk Art Prints, 
Books, Puzzles, Cards & Morel 

VISA MASTERCARD AMERICAN EXPRESS 
PROMPT DELIVERY SATISFACTION CUARANTEED 

Visit us on the web at www.willmoses.com 
or visit the Will Moses Dealer nearest you: 
Bennington Museum, Bennington, VT. 
Craft Haus. Wilmington, VT. 

Early River Gallery, Plymouth, VT. 
Framing Format, St. Johnsbury, VT. 
Inch by Inch, Bennington, VT. 

Jay Country Storę, Jay, VT. 

Paradę Gallery, Warren, VT. 
Yermont Artisan Designs, Brattleboro, VT. 
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A r t i s a n s 



Patterns Rhythms 

For Northeast Kingdom artist 
Mary Simpson, theres a quiet 
magie to rural life 



By Tom Slayton 


Top: Apple-paring symbolizes skills passed 
from one generation to the next in "Legacy." 
Above: Crows undo careful planting in the 
ruefully humorous "Ode to My Com." 


16 • YERMONT LIFE 

















A farm fits peacefully in the natural order 
of things in "Sampler" 

M ary Simpson's prints reflect 
her upbringing on a dairy farm 
in Yermont/s Northeast King- 
dom. "Growing up on a farm, enjoying 
animals and valuing purposeful, rural 
work gave me good, interesting memo- 
ries," she said recently. "Since being 
back in Vermont, I have rediscovered 
things to say." 

Now living in Lyndonville, Simp- 
son, 62, was born in northern Vermont 
and raised on a working dairy farm in 
Burkę. After graduating from Lyndon 
State College, she and her husband, 
Wilder Simpson, taught school in the 
area for several years, then moved west. 
They lived for seven years in Wyoming 
and 14 years in Alaska, returning to 
Vermont in 1992. "My artistic devel- 
opment has been a slow go," Simpson 
notes. She has worked at developing 
her style for morę than 20 years. 

While raising her three children, 
Simpson took art classes and worked 
on her own in various media — draw- 
ing, calligraphy and painting — hon- 
ing her skilis. In Alaska, she worked 
as a graphic artist for the Imaginarium 
Science Center in Anchorage and as 
a scenie artist for the Alaska Festi- 


TRUE GENIUS 
TRUE CRAET5MAN5WIP 



copelandfurniture.com 

Copeland Furniture holds the exclusive license to build the furniture designs of Frank Lloyd Wright. 



Experience The 
Vermont Country Storę 

Sample Cheddar cut from 
a 38-pound wheel; rediscover a 
long-lost brand, remedy, or toy; 
fili a bag with old favorites at the 
candy counter—we’re stocked 
to the rafters with fun, practical, 
and hard-to-find merchandise. 


Weston (Rte. 100) and 
Rockingham (off 1-91 on Rte. 103), 
open daily, 9-5:30; Weston’s 
Bryant House Restaurant 
daily, 11-3:30; Fri. & Sat. 11-8. 


vermontcountrystore.com I 802-824-3184 

V THE ORTON FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1946 > 
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ARTISANS 



Lakę Champlain 

CHOCOLATES 


FRESH 

CIOUS 

& FUN 


r 


D EI 


Whatothergiftcan promiseall that? 
Share the tastes of Vermont. 
Easy gift-giving online or by phone. 


★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

fresh all-natural chocolałes from Vermont 
I- 800 - 465-5909 www. lakechamplainchocolates.com 


val Theatre and Anchorage Civic Op¬ 
era. She did scrimshaw (engraving on 
ivory) for two shops and exhibit callig- 
raphy for three years for the Anchorage 
Museum of History and Art. She now 
finds printmaking the most satisfying 
medium in expressing her memories 
of farm and rural life. 

Simpson's work is easily accessible, 
but evokes a variety of deeper mean- 
ings as well. Her subject matter is 
farm activities: tending cows, logging, 
sugaring, daily chores, naturę and the 
round of the seasons. She uses pattern 
and a variety of visual rhythms to 
suggest that there is order and a ąuiet 
magie underlying the daily details of 
rural life. Her skies often are patterned 
to suggest depth and meaning. 

There is humor in some of her work, 
as in "Ode to My Corn," in which 
crows consume her carefully planted 
corn kernels. She consistently sug- 
gests the importance of women on the 
farm, both as eąual laborers — they 
work alongside men in many of her 
images — and as bearers of tradition 
and knowledge. In the print, "Legacy," 
apple-paring symbolizes a wide rangę 
of skills passed down the generations, 
woman to woman. 

"My father was a storyteller," she 
says. "I realize my artwork does the 
same thing." 

Simpson says she is grateful for "my 
peaceful, nurturing childhood, which 
was about family and work." 

Perhaps it is no surprise that both 
are major themes in her prints. # 

■ ■■ II I I ■■ 
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VERMONT VERNACULAR DESIGNS, INC. 

Custom Reproduction 18th and 19th Century Vermont Homes 
www.vermontvernaculardesigns.com ♦ Cali 802.456.7020 or Toll-Free: 800.639.1796 


Mary Simpsons prints are available 
at these locations: 

• Frog Hollow Vermont State Craft 
Centers in Burlington, 85 Church St., 
(802) 863-6458 

• Vermont Folklife Center in Middle- 
bury, 88 Main St., (802) 388-4964 

• Artisans F-land in Montpelier, 89 
Main St., (802) 229-9492 

• Northeast Kingdom Artisans Guild 
in St. Johnsbury, 430 Railroad St., 
(802)748-0158 


18 • YERMONT LIFE 





































Vermont Life Marketplace 

SpONSORED BY YeRMONT CrAFTS CoUNCIL • WWW.VERMONTCRAFTS.COM 


It's cold outside 

TIME TO WARM UP 



4 ' • 

f - 


A smali batch, craft-made liąueur. 
Produced and bottled with care at 
Saxtons River Distillery. 
enjoy! 

In Vermont 1 iquor outlets nowf 

Saplingliqueur.com 


♦ 


:> 


Sapling Liqueur 35% Ale. by Vol. Saxtons River Distillery, LLC. Saxtons River, VT 


Tindy (rafted 

Wcdding and (ommitment 
Pings in Gold and Platinum 



106 Main Street, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

(802) 257-7044 

toll free 877-929-7044 

www.vtartisans.com 



Browse Our Online Storę 


An easy> way tofind all ófCabofs delicious produets. 

www.shopcabot.com 

Free catalog: 1.800.639.3198 


Or, Come Ylsit 0»r Retail Stores in Vermont 

Shop for all our Cabot produets and other tasty 
specialty foods from Yermont! 


Visitors Center — Where the Great Taste of Cabot Begins! 
Cheese Making Tours 


Main Street, Cabot 
800.837.4261 

Cabot Annex 

Rte 100, Waterbury 
802.244.6334 

Quechee Storę 

Rt. 4 Quechee 
802.295.1180 




SHELBURNE 

Award-winning 

Farmhouse 
Cheddar Cheese 

Aged 6 months-2 years; Smoked 

WONDERFULLY FLAVORED; 
PERFECTLY AGED. 

Cali, visit online, or stop by our 
Welcome Center & Farm Storę. 

urwiu.shelburnefarms.org 
1611 Harbor Road 
: Shelburne, VT • (802) 985-8686 


Stahler Furniture 

American Qiiality - Yermont Yalues 


Let us take your ideas 
from sketch to reality 
with locally madę custom 
Lyndon Furniture. 

42"Custom Flarę Leg Linen Chest 

Route 5, Lyndonville ; VT 
cali 1 800 439 5996 or visit 

www.stahlerfurniture.com 
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Yermont Life Marketplace 


soImatę socks 

Life'3 too sloort for matcloing sock-s 


New Socktinis 
Solmate Socks for baby. 
Available in sets of five, 
two pair with a spare. 
Also mismatched socks 
for adults and children. 



PO Box 240 South Stratford VT 05070 802-765-4177 

www.socklady.com 1 -866-SOCKLADY 




Ycrmonts 
premier 
award-winning 
cheddar cheese 

w\v\v.graftonvillagecheese.com 800-472-3866 PO Bo.\ 87, Grafton, Vt. 05146 


Winter Special 

Six of our most popular 
8-oz hand cut wedges 
Packed in a custom VT Wooden Box 
$65.00 shipping induded 

Frog City Cheese 

106 Messer Hill Road 
Plymouth Notch, VT 05056 

phone: 802-672-3650 ? fax: 802-672-1629 
email: frogcity@vermontel.net $ web:www.frogcitycheese.com 



^Quality Vermont Evergreen Wreaths ^ 

Naturę by Design’s Red Collection 

Featured: Elegantly decorated 28” mixed 
evergreen wreath. $ 89.95 + $14.99 s/h 
Other wreath sizes and styles, garlands 
and swags available. 

The original 22” Balsam Wreath 
decorated with a large red velvet bow, 
pine cones & berries $29.95 + $9.95 s/h. 

To order: (888) 552-3747 

www.naturebydesigfn.com 

Ouantity Discounts tor io Wreaths or morę! Visa, MasterCard & Discover Accepted 


Naturę...bvf Desisn ofVermont 

PO Box 466 *2627 Barton-Orleans Rd -Barton, VT 05822 Fax: 1-802-754-2626 
^www.naturebydesign.com_e-mail:sales@naturebydesign.com^ 






Officially authorized by 
The Jericho Historical Society 

Vermont Snowflakes 

68 Vt. Route 15 
Jericho, Yermont 05465 


The Official 2007 

“ Snowflake” Bentley ® 
Pewter Ornament 

Designed from an original 
Wilson A. Bentley 

Microphotograph from the Archives of 
The Jericho Historical Society 

Handcrafted in fine pewter by Vermonts 
own Danforth Pewterers 

$16.00 plus $2.50 S&H (Gift Boxed) 

Yermont residents please add 6% sales tax 

Mail Check/M.O. or MC/Y 1 SA Phone Orders 

Cali: (800) 705-1768 

www.vermontsnowHakes.com 




The best wooden toys 
are madę in Vermont 

visit our factory storę, tours auailable 

Mapie Landmark, Inc. 

1297 Enchonge St., Middlebury, VT 05753 • 800-421-4223 • 802-388-0627 

www.maplelandmark.com 


Notę Cube ! 

Cows of Vermont 

The newest notę cube in our collection 
features four charming photos of Vermont 
cows: a Guernsey, a Holstein, an Ayrshire and 
a Jersey. A Vermont Life exclusive with pho¬ 
tos from Lynn M. Stone. 3 ! /2 inches square 
with 700-tear-off sheets for notes and lists. 

NCWS0612 $8.95 

To Order: CALL: 1-800-455-3399, ext. 0716 
0N-LINE: www. YermontLifeCa ta l og.com 
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In Autumn 


Come travel with lis on six trips throughout 
Vermont to smali towns, harvest festiyals, back 
roads, historical sites and covered bridges. 

Hear stories of famous Vermonters Robert Frost, 

Samuel Morey, and President Arthur, along with 
tales of smuggling, a haunted bridge and other 
legends wrapped in Vermont’s famous liutumn foliage. 

OdyCCpyl^ DVD: $19.95 + $6.00 S/H (VT Res. add 6% tax) VISA/MC/check 

Prouuctions Odyssey Productions of Vermont 1-800-996-6927 
of v e rm o nt fp.o. Box 929 ,WHiiston, vt 05495 www.odysseyvermont.com 


Seeing is 

believing 


Stunning photographs are a 
signature feature of Vermont Life 
and we’re proud to present our 
Winter ’07-’08 scenics starting 
on page 44- Selected images are 
also available to enjoy as posters 
and framed art by visiting 
wwvv.vermontlifeprints.com or 
calling toll free (866) 9624191. 
Available works go back to 
Autumn 2006, but the images, 
of course. are timeless. 


Simple is Sophisticated 

Handcrafted 
Early American Lighting 


Authentic Designs 


The Mili Road, West Rupert, Vermont 05776 
(802) 394-7713 

www.authenticdesigns.com 

Catalogues $4-00 each 
Visit our workshop and showroom 
Monday-Friday, 9:00-4:30 


1 - 

Yermont Life Marketplace 




bonnie mabel designs 

specializing in custom bridal 
and format jewelry wear 


pob 266 hydeviIle, vt 05750-0266 
802.265.4002 
bonniemabeldesigns.com 
bonnie@bonniemabeldesigns.com 




































Hologram maker John Perry, 
with orte.of his creations 



Madę i n V e r m o n t 

The ILLUSIONIST 








By Dianę E. Foulds 
Photograph by Daria Bishop 


S OMETHING ABOUT THE IMAGE 
stops you in your tracks. Maybe 
it's her eyes radiating through 
you in indigo blue, or the emotions 
they conceal. There's an ethereal qual- 
ity to it, a ghostly luminosity that is 
strangely three-dimensional. Stroił by 
and the picture seems to shift in per- 
spective, then vanish altogether. 

The magie is the medium: The 
royal portrait of Queen Elizabeth II 
is a hologram — a first for the British 
royal family, and a crowning achieve- 
ment for Burlington entrepreneur 
John Perry, one of the world's leading 
producers of these mysterious, laser- 
based images. 

Perry is a master illusionist, and 
his company, Holographics North Inc., 
of Burlington, creates photographic 
alchemy from a laboratory of lasers, 
Chemicals and Computer gadgetry. 

His spectral manifestations seem 
to let the viewer roam outer space, 
time-travel through human existence 
or glimpse the interiors of the human 
body. The technology is used in medi- 
cine, physics, historical preservation 
and art exhibits, and we see them daily 
on credit cards and currency, where 
their kaleidoscopic flashes make forg- 
ery difficult. Perry, 63, has mounted 
his incandescent images in museums, 
trade shows and corporate headąuar- 
ters. He has installed them onto cruise 
ships, where their moyement eases 


2004, Buckingham Pałace chose Lon¬ 
don artist Chris Levine. His plan was 
to place the monarch on a turntable and 
film her as she circled slowly around, 
but the thought of the ąueen on a lazy 
Susan didn't seem ąuite right. Instead, 
Levine, using a system designed by 
London holographic artist Rob Munday, 
slid a camera down a track in front of 
her, snapping the 200 frames necessary 
for the holographic process. Then, he 
turned to Perry to transform the stills 
into a moving, 3-D image. 

The Queen's face hardly changes when 
you move in front of it, Perry explains, 
because she was told to be absolutely 
still during the six or eight seconds of 
shooting. "She is very good at that, so 
there is no apparent moyement." 

In contrast, Perry's other work 
teems with animation. There's the 
moon drifting calmly around a spin¬ 
ning earth, a Tyrannosaurus rex sway- 
ing its gnarly head, a dancing woman 
shrinking down to a dancing skeleton, 
and the Cassini-Huygens spacecraft 
gliding on its mission to Saturn. The 
largest images are the size of a door, 
their subjects hovering in midair like a 
hummingbird or springing into action 
the moment you move. Yet the trick 
boils down to little morę than plastic 
film and a light bulb. 

"The image moves when you move," 
he points out with a magician's smile, 
"but the only moving part is you." 



♦ Holography is a method of 
recording or reproducing a 
three-dimensional image. 

♦ It was invented in 1947 by 
Hungarian physicist Dennis 
Gabor, who won a 1 971 
Nobel Prize for his work. 

♦ Some holograms require laser 
light to reproduce the image; 
others may be viewed in 
regular white light. 

— Source: www.britonnico.com 


“The light, you might say, has a ąuality different from any other 
light around you,” Perry says. “Its effect on everyone is ąuite powerful.” 


the claustrophobia of cramped spaces. 
Reactions rangę from fascination to 
stupefaction. 

"The light, you might say, has a 
ąuality different from any other light 
around you," Perry says. "Its effect on 
everyone is ąuite powerful." 

For the Queen's likeness, madę in 


Born in Boston and raised in Cam¬ 
bridge, Mass., Perry took an early inter- 
est in the properties of light and space. 
He studied physics as an undergrad 
at Pomona College near Los Angeles, 
then earned a Ph.D. in astrophysics. He 
was teaching photography and astron- 
omy at the Uniyersity of Yermont in 


WINTER 2007'2008 • 23 


John Perry 







It’s Easy Being Greenl 


Northern 


800.576.0557 • www.northerndesign.com 
PO Box 47, Hudson Falls, NY12839 


DESIGN & BuiLDING ASSOCIATES, LTD FeaturingAuralast, the worry-free wood by TELD^WEN. 

\3 WINDOWS ft DOORS 


Trust your green borne to 
Northern Design - 
extraordinary designs — 
unmatched craftsmanship. 

You’re ready to custom design 
the home of your dreams, 
while being environmentally 
conscious. Yes - you can have both. From cottage to colonial or 
somewhere between, our panelized building systems use environ- 
mentally friendly materials, advanced building techniques with less 
waste, and greater energy efFiciency than traditional construction. 


How green do you want your home to be? 

Cali Northern Design today to see how your dream home 
can be a green home. 





mmm 


MAKE A 

SPLASH! 

Retirement is not only a time for reflection, 
hut a time for experiencing new activities. 

Join us for a dip in the pool, a hike on our 
extensive trails or a sunset on the deck. 

Wake Robin, where the days are alive with possibilides.^' 


Vermont’s Only Life Care Retirement Community 

a free informative brochure, cali us or visit our website today. 
Wake Robin Drive • Shelburne, VT 05482 • 802.264.5100 


sTrudy Allst^dt 

^ i: //CM 


www,wak erobin. c° m 
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MADĘ IN YERMONT 


the early 1980s when holograms were 
gaining in popularity, so he invited 
two Canadian artists to give hologram 
workshops at the university's Living/ 
Learning Center. Intrigued, he studied 
with them for a few weeks in Toronto, 
then returned to UVM to teach a ho¬ 
logram course for the next four years. 

In 1985 he opened a hologram lab, 
streamlining the process down to 
himself and a few part-time assistants. 

"It toolc about 10 years to get the 
bugs out," Perry says, opening the door 
to a dark, concrete-floored room where 
the film is laid out for development. 
Vibration is his biggest enemy, as the 
patterns formed by the light waves are 
microscopic. A single passing trucie 
can ruin an image; he often sets the 
system to run overnight, when the 
streets are ąuietest. 

Panes of hologram-coated Plexiglas 
hang throughout his honeycombed Of¬ 
fice on the ground floor of the former 
Adams School, each one invisible un- 
til you lean into its field of vision. In 
the 26 years that he has worlced with 
it, hologram technology has undergone 
radical changes. The earliest holograms, 
glaring sheens of rainbow hues, bor- 
dered on kitsch. Today they can be pro- 
duced in any number of colors, a single 
color, or blacie and white. 

Perry has introduced lighting in- 
novations, expanded the depth of im¬ 
age and enlarged size capability to six 
feet. Prices rangę from $600 for a basie 
stock item to about $21,000 for a max- 
imum-sized, three-color production 
with all the helis and whistles. His cli- 
entele has changed, too. Initially, most 
work was commercial, but today fine 
art dominates. Perry has collaborated 
with morę than 40 international art¬ 
ists, including Frank Stella, Setsuko 
Ishii and James Turrell. 

Perry's own gratification comes 
with the first look he gets at a new ho¬ 
logram, fresh out of the darkroom, and 
the craftsmanship his work entails. 

"This is not to imply that every holo¬ 
gram is great," he hastens to add, "but 
many are. You really don't know what 
you / ve got until the film is dried, hung 
and lit correctly. When it is, the image 
jumps right out at you." 

"This is still one-at-a-time hand pro¬ 
duction, and I'm very proud of that. It 
doesn't translate to mass production at 
this scalę. I see that as a great thing." $ 
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Kingdom County Trilogy 

Award-winning Films by Jay Craven 
Based on novels by Howard Frank Mosher 


To order CALL 802-592-3190 

e-mail kcp@pshift.com or visit www.kingdomcounty.com 


Disappearances - High-stakes whiskey smuggling 
with a magical realist twist. Starring Kris Kristofferson, Genevieve 
Bujold, Charlie McDermott $24.95 

A Stranger in the Kingdom Turmoil in Kingdom 
Common after a błock minister arrives as the town's new pastor 
and soon finds himself chorged with adultery and murder. Star¬ 
ring David Lansbury, Ernie Hudson, Martin Sheen $15.00 

Where the Rivers Flow North An old logger 
and his Native American matę face the extinction of their 
way of life when a power company threatens to flood their 
land. Starring Rip Tom, Tantoo Cardinal, Michael J. Fox $15.00 

Order all three titles for $45! 

Trilogy indudes free Disappeorances soundtrack CD and signed directors' 
commentary. $3.50 s&h for single copy orders. $4 s&h for trilogy orders. 


"Riveting...a delight 
to see." 

Boston Globe 


"A freshness rarely 
seen on screen" 
NY Times 


"Lovingly handmade... 
beautiful and raw... 
imbued with a 
robust charm." 

NY Times 
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The 2007 Governor's 


ARTIST 


HERITAGE 

AWARDS 


^^EMORIES TRIGGER FRESH 
energy for an innovative educator and 
an accomplished roots musician, the 
winners of this year's Governor's 
Heritage Awards. 

Co-sponsored by the Vermont Folklife 
Center and Vermont Life, the awards 
are given each year — one to a 
teacher, one to an artist — with the 
aim of nourishing Vermont's traditional 
culture in a time of technological and 
social change. 


By Greg Sharrow, 

Vermont Folklife Center 

Photographed by Jon Gilbert Fox 


Michele Choiniere 

Celebrating a once-hidden sound 

For generations, French Canadian immigrants were treated 
as outsiders in Vermont and their cultural traditions received 
little attention. Michele Choiniere grew up in Franklin County, 
part of this other world, where French was her first language 
and Franco-American roots musie was heard daily. Her mother, 
Lucille, is a fine traditional singer, and her father, Fabio, plays 
his father's repertoire of fiddle tunes on harmonica. Even as a 
smali child, Michele accompanied her father on piano, and was 
exposed to Franco-American musical culture both at home and 
at family kitchen parties and soirees. 

In recent years, Michele has played with many acclaimed 
French Canadian artists who share her passion for traditional 
materiał. Her performances are a provocative blend of the musie 
of older Vermont Franco-Americans and her own new composi- 
tions, written in French. 

An extraordinary musician in her own right, Michele has 
distinguished herself as the premier interpreter of Franco-Amer¬ 
ican song traditions in Yermont. 



•Sfjj T° hear a łrack from Michele Choiniere's CD 
www.VermontLife.com 


'Coeur Fragile/'see 


Michele Choiniere 















Teacher Phil Grant (center) with students (left to right) 
Annelise Klouster, Amelia Keefe and Megan Harris. 


TEACHER 

Phil Grant 

Capturing the spirit of summer camp 


When Phil Grant was a boy he found 
himself wondering why school couldn't be 
morę like summer camp. At camp he ab- 
sorbed knowledge about science, ecology 
and the natural world, all while having fun 
outdoors. In a sense, this youthful quan- 
dary set the course for Grant's work as an 
educator. 

As a humanities teacher at the Compass 
School in Westminster (he's now principal 
at Peoples Academy in Morrisville), Grant 
helped students explore the network of re- 
lationships that bind people to the natural 


world. His "Changing Faces of Farming" 
unit had students examine their evening 
meals, then spread out to area farms to ex- 
plore the origin of their food. Interviewing 
local farmers, they learned about the his- 
tory of each farmstead and the changes that 
occurred during the 20th century. In the 
process, students began to understand how 
they fit within a complex global system. 

This is heritage education, not as a relic of 
the past, but as a tool for deepening young 
people ; s knowledge of the modern world in 
which they live. # 
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It's two in the morning 
and 20 below zero. High 
above the sleeping vil- 
lage of Smugglers' Notch, 
Nelson Cushing delicately 
inches his 16,000-pound 
"winch cat" down one of 
northern Vermont's steep- 
est ski trails, baclcwards. 

A taut. half-inch Steel cable an- 
chors him to another cat 500 feet 
above. Arctic winds whip snów 
against the windshield as he slowly 
reverses direction and eases the 
machine's diesel engine to fuli 
throttle. Its steel-studded tracks 
tear into the deep snów pack, 
shoving several tons of snów back 
up the expert trail, filling in gaps 
and gouges carved between the 
rocks by hundreds of skiers and 
snowboarders. 

"We fight the same old battle 
every day," Cushing says, adjusting 
the enormous hydraulic front plow. 
"They push the snów down and 
off the trails all day and we push it 
back up onto them all night." 


The men who groom the Notch 


The Mountain 




amers 


By Stephen Russell Payne 
Photographs by Alden Pellett 







whose prowess in carving out the steep, intense 
run in the early '90s earned him immortality on 
the trail map. 

Steve Wry, director of skiing and snowboard- 
ing at Smuggs, said Cushing's work on the trail 
was a ballet of heavy-equipment excavation, 
with Cushing operating "from the top down ... 
with nobody holding him or anything ... 

"The guys on the mountain started calling it 
the Fuli Nelson, and the name stuck." 

Wry said Cushing has built all of Smugglers' 
trails for the last 15 years, including such runs 
as Bootlegger, Harvey's Hideaway, Gary B's 
Northwest Passage and Thomke's Escape. 

"He's the best l've ever seen," said Wry, "and 
he does it by the naked eye and instinct." 











As foreman of the nighttime groomers at Smugglers' 
Notch ski resort, Cushing works high above a cliff-lined, 
glacial crevice in the Green Mountains that separates 
Smugglers' Sterling Mountain from Stowe's Mount Mans¬ 
field. This area acąuired its name from the long linę of 
smugglers who used this legendary mountain pass to 
transport a wide variety of contraband from Canada, most 
recently whiskey during Prohibition. 

Lilce many who do what he does, Cushing began worlc- 
ing at the slopes as a teenager, haclc in 1966. He grew up 
in nearby Jeffersonville and started at Smugglers' at 16, 
cutting trees and stacking brush. "I wasn't interested in 
school," he says. "I didn't thinlc I'd get what I wanted in 
life out of a boolc. I always loved being outdoors so worlc- 
ing on the mountains was perfect for me." 

Deeply ingrained in groomers lilce Cushing is a respect 
for what these ancient Green Mountains are capable of: 
amazing beauty coupled with herce, even deadly weather 
that can change in a matter of minutes. Day and night 
bitter conditions, frozen eąuipment, uneven trails, bliz- 
zards and ice storms conspire against thern,* yet their 
worlc, when done well, goes largely unnoticed. The para- 
dox is not lost on the men: it's danger in the pursuit of 
safety. "It's a big responsibility," says Dave Williamson, 
the mountain operations manager at Smugglers'. "My 
grandkids ski this mountain." 


the mountain where he'd park cars and collect the John¬ 
son Woolen Mills robes slciers wore on the lifts. He loved 
working on the mountain so much he hoped he'd get 
lcicked out of school, but his mother madę him hnish. 

What the men really needed haclc then was a better 
way to move and manage Smugglers' nearly 300 inches 
of yearly snowfall, so Cushing modihed a John Deere 
bulldozer by extending the blade, widening the tracie and 
building a malceshift wooden cab over the seat. He stuffed 
woolen blanlcets in the holes around the levers to lceep out 
the herce wind and driving snów. "That was cold, rough 
worlc," Cushing remembers. "We had to bundle up good 
lest we'd freeze to death." 

If there was an especially heavy storm, it could talce up 
to three days to groom Madonna, Smugglers' largest moun¬ 
tain: one day to drive the dozer to the top of the 3,640-foot 
pealc and two morę to worlc its way bacie down. 

Today, groomers worlc together in high-tech machines, 
as a cohesive team, each lcnowing exactly what the others 
are doing. Four or hve cats descend a steep slope, stag- 
gered in a perfectly synchronized dance, turning together 
on a dime before they head bacie up the trail. It's still not 
easy work. "Even nowadays it's hard to hnd hardy enough 
people to hx freezing eąuipment and groom trails in ev- 
erything from blizzards to ice storms," says Williamson. 

"Even in our fancy modern cats it can get pretty nasty 


“Fve seen huge storms where the snow’s up over the tracks onto the windshield 
and you end up floating down the hill the first couple of passes till you get it packed 
down enough you can work with it.” 

—Nelson Cushing, foreman of the nighttime groomers at Smugglers’ Notch 


When Williamson started in the early '70S, grooming 
consisted largely of Tuclcer Sno-Cats dragging around 
everything from old bedsprings to chain link fence. The 
Sno-Cats' hberglass pontoons were prone to malfunctions 
in deep, drifting snów and the machine's high center of 
gravity caused numerous rollovers. One especially stormy 
night, a Sno-Cat went off the edge of the Rumrunner trail 
and flipped end to end, stopped only by the roller it was 
pulling. Another time, a Sno-Cat Crossing the Sterling lift 
linę rolled, slid downhill and flipped, where it remained 
on its roof after the lift opened. 

It was cold, difficult work, even in the best of circum- 
stances. "There was so little heat in those old machines," 
Cushing says. "We often drove up the mountains peering 
through just a smali peephole we'd scrape through the ice 
on the windshield." 

"In the early years the hours were real long," says 
Williamson. "During ski season you had to work a hun- 
dred hours a weelc some weeks or they didn't want you 
around." Williamson is a big, burly fellow who started 
working at Smugglers' at 14. He'd skip school and go up to 


up on Madonna," agrees Cushing. "If a blizzard moves 
in fast it's awful hard to see. You have to make your way 
along watching the woods linę to stay on the trail." He 
shalces his head. "I've seen huge storms where the snow's 
up over the tracks onto the windshield and you end up 
floating down the hill the first couple of passes till you 
get it packed down enough you can work with it." 

Cushing's crew grooms about 150 acres of trails a night 
on Smugglers' three mountains, finishing in the wee 
hours of the morning. Besides the boulders, cliffs, snow- 
malcing eąuipment, pipelines, lift towers and other cats, 
the groomers must lceep an eye open for after-hours hikers 
who climb the trails in darlcness and then ski down in 
the middle of the night. "Some nights we'll come over 
the edge of a steep slope with our plows down, tillers run- 
ning fuli blast, snów flying everywhere, and there they 
are, right in front of you on a trail," says Cushing. "Every 
groomer dreads the thought of ever hurting anyone, so 
those follcs really keep you on your toes." 

"There's been a lot of stress over the years lceeping 
everything going but you couldn't asie for a better job," 
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says Williamson. "You're here in the beautiful outdoors 
and there's always a challenge to meet, whether it's the 
ever-changing weather, keeping the miles of chairlift 
cables going, the cats running well or doing maintenance 
all summer. It never ends." 

"Fd have to say working up here has changed me 
over the years," he continues. "When you're young and 
working like heli all the time you don't stop to notice 
how beautiful it is." His gruff voice softens slightly. 
"After 40 years, I make a point every day to stop and look 
at something beautiful, and it's not hard to find: the 
elear blue sky, evergreens loaded with new snów, the 
trees on the top of Madonna covered with frost." His 
face lights up. 'Tve even got my favorite spots where 
I stop on my machinę for a minutę and take it in ..." 

A few years ago, Williamson bought a piece of land with 
a sugar bush on it just across the road from Smugglers'. 
"Fve put my life into what we have here," he says. "I could 
never leave. When I retire that's where Tli be — right 
nearby." He pauses and smiles. "But Fil be working my 
own Schedule." # 


m 




It’s quite a sight to 
watch them drive four 
or five cats down a steep 
slope, staggered behind 
each other in a perfectly 
synchronized dance, 
turning together on a 
dime before they head 
back up the trail again. 



GOING TO EXTREMES 

8,098: Hours spent making and grooming snów per 
season 

130 million: Number of gallons of water used in 
snowmaking per season 

4,500: Highest number of skiers in a day 

-38 F: Coldest temp recorded at the top of Smugglers 

+ 100 mph: Highest recorded wind speed 

8,710: Cups of coffee staff typically drink per season 






The Day Shift 





-V*’ 


After a night of grooming the main 
mountain, the cats are given an 
hour or two to rest, a grease and 
oil job, and then the day crew 
heads out to groom Smugglers' four 
specialized terrain parks. These 
areas sport a hillside collection 
of custom-built metal implements 
known as rails. They vary from the 
curved S and C raił, fun boxes and 
battleships, to the long, carved 
half-pipes and a 12-foot-high wali 
ride, where daring boarders can 
puli 360s before descending to the 
slope again. 

Early each morning before 
light, terrain park manager Mikę 
McAdoo and his crew rebuild huge 
jumps of packed snów and then 
meticulously groom the parks to a 
uniform, corduroy surface. They 
finish their work by cutting a new 
surface on the eight-foot-high walls 
of the half-pipe with their Zaugg, 
a gigantic, cat-mounted auger 
attached to a special snów blower 



that throws snów several hundred 
feet through the air. Soon the sun 
comes up over Madonna. 













Where There’s a 


For Frost Heaves coach Will Voigt, a small-town upbringing 


yields big-time success 


There’s a Way 


I N THE SMALL TOWN OF CABOT, EVERYONE KNEW 
Will Voigt long before the rest of the State embraced him as 
coach of the Vermont Frost Heaves ; 2007 champions of the 
American Basketball Association. Everyone knew him when he coached 
the Ulriken Eagles in Norway for three years, and when he was assistant 
coach for two NCAA teams, and before that working with coach Gregg 
Popovich for the NBA champion San Antonio Spurs. 

Before all of that coaching and 
scouting all over the world, Will Voigt ; 
now 31, was mostly a typical small-town 
kid who did a little of everything: every 
sport and every other school activity. 

What set the young Voigt apart was his 
desire and pursuit of perfection. While 
members of the Frost Heaves play with a 


(Opposite) Holding a vintage bali from his 
youth, Will Voigt enjoys home court advan- 
tage in Cabot, where his basketball journey 
began under a rigged-up hoop in the barn. 

(Right) Practice madę perfect last season for 
Voigt's Vermont Frost Heaves, champions of 
the American Basketball Association. 


















■ey dates and years for Will Voigt: 

|orn: Aug. 18, 1976, in Berlin, Vt. 

;994: graduates Cabot High 
ichool, valedictorian 

1000 - 01 : head video coordinator, 
■BA San Antonio Spurs 

|001 -02: assistant coach, NCAA 
|niversity of Texas 

J003-06: head coach, Norwegian 
Irofessional team Ulriken Eagles 

■006: named first coach of Ver- 
liont Frost Heaves 

[007: coaches Frost Heaves to 
BA championship 


\ 

THE VOIGT FILE 


By Pete Hartt 
Photographed by Stefan Hard 










Voigt-like intensity on the court, their mentor exceeds it on 
the sidelines. His arms wave as he works the officials, the 
team and, without knowing it, the crowd. He barks in dis- 
agreement with calls, and shouts encouragement to his play- 
ers. By game's end the voice is old, and crackling hoarse. 

If they have won, he and the crowd leave happy. If they've 
lost, both fan and coach feel the cold outside morę than 
normal. The difference is that while the fans will eventu- 
ally go to sleep, Voigt may not. At the very least, he will be 
watching gamę video or perhaps the piles of scouting video 
to try to find new talent, a missing piece of the puzzle. 

No matter how much sleep he gets, Voigt will likely 
be up early the next morning, meeting the team at the 
gym for their individual workouts, and then again in the 
afternoon for the regular team practice. The ranting and 
raving and cajoling of the night before will be replaced by 
methodic teaching and careful coaching. 

The path to leadership 

Both Ellen Bryant Voigt, a former Vermont State Poet 
and teacher, and Frań Voigt, co-founder of the New Eng- 
land Culinary Institute, feel that the smali community of 
Cabot was the key to their son's development. Everyone 
agrees that in a bigger school (his senior class at Cabot had 
18; Will was valedictorian) he likely would not have done 
all that he has done. 

"The great thing about a little school is that no one can 
hide," Ellen says. "This school pushed him a lot in terms 
of leadership." 

Frań adds: "I grew up in a smali town and in smali towns 
the whole town has greater expectations of its better stu- 




(Above) Gamę face: 
Voigt inserts himself 
into the action with 
an assertive presence 
on the sideline. 

(Left) At ease in 
Cabot, Voigt shucks 
corn for dinner with 
(seated at left) his 
childhood caregiver, 
Blanche Lamore, and 
his mother, Ellen. 


36 • V E R M O N T LIFE 















































dents. It's hard to articulate what values are part of a smali 
town that you don 7 t realize until you are gone." 

Frań was not allowed to participate in sports as a high 
school student (his German parents thought it frivolous), 
and Ellen was never an athlete. 

In a smali community though, sports, organized and oth- 
erwise, are as much a part of the landscape as the heifers 
that graze across from the Voigts 7 1826 home. 

While WilPs father was starting the New England Culi- 
nary Institute, his mother taught at MIT. Frań was at home 
to raise the children, but in small-town tradition, Will was 
often in the care of neighbor Blanche Lamore. 

Will was already a soccer player and a promising pianist 
when Frań put up a basketball backboard in the barn. 

"I didn 7 t know how high it was supposed to be, so I just 
put it up and asked Will," Frań recalls. "He said it loolced 
all right. I think it's a little high." 

It 7 s still there, still high, with a bird 7 s nest built on the 
fiat metal piece in bacie of the hoop. The barn seems the 
perfect place for casual basketball, with a floor too uneven 
to count on a good bounce, and the walls too close to shoot 
anything but a layup from the sides. 

Ellen spent almost all of WilPs high school years lceep- 
ing the books for whatever gamę was in season, but both 
parents pushed their son and daughter, Dudley, to engage 
their minds. 

Will spent morę than 12 years practicing the piano with 


the same intensity and dedication that he pursued sports, 
but by his early teens, sports were taking over. 

"He went through the normal thing (with the piano) at 
13 or 14, 'grumble, grumble, grumble, why do I have to do 
this? 7 " Ellen says. "We said, 'You don't, but you have to do 
something other than sports. 7 " 

So the piano continued until graduation and even Will, 
who tends to downplay his abilities, admits that he was 
"pretty good." 

"He was very bright, very talented, a good reader and 
a good performer," says piano teacher Richard Shadroui. 
"There is a link. There is symmetry and finesse in musie 
that applies to sports." 

By high schooFs end in 1994, he had decided on a course, 
a course that toolc him on a circuitous route across the 
country, to the NBA and Division I and II basketball, over- 
seas to Norway and, finally, back to Vermont. 

The first step was to get out of town, to get to college in 
California, and to change from Willy to Will. At Pomona 
he played soccer, but before he graduated with a degree 
in political science, he served an internship with the Los 
Angeles Clippers. He returned to Vermont and, with the 
NBA players on strilce, coached the Thetford Academy 
boys soccer team. 


Voigt’s near constant interplay with the 
officials also reflects a solid sense of right 
and wrong, with an absolute commitment to 
what is right. 


With the strilce settled he returned to another internship 
in Los Angeles, and resumed coaching basketball, includ- 
ing professional players trying to make the NBA. 

The NBA career was supposed to stop next in San Anto¬ 
nio for a spot in the player personnel department with the 
newly crowned NBA champion Spurs. That move was 
interrupted when Thetford asked him to come back to 
coach soccer again, to help ease a difficult transition after 
the death of one of his players from the previous season. 

The Spurs approved his delayed arrival, but he madę it 
back to San Antonio by their opening night with an unex- 
pected new job: assistant video coordinator, a fairly high- 
profile position for a relative neophyte. 

"It never occurred to me that I couldn 7 t do the job," Will 
says. "That may be a small-town thing." 

One year later he was the head video coordinator, brealc- 
ing down video and working with the coaching Staff to 
develop gamę plans. Then it was off to the University of 
Texas and Metropolitan State College in Denver for two 
years of coaching college bali. 

Seemingly from out of nowhere he got a cali in the sum- 
mer of 2003 from a professional Norwegian team looking 
for a coach. "Nowhere" turned out to be former Cabot 
coach Steve Pratt, who recommended Voigt to a coaching 
agent. 
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The Heaves rise up 

Sometime in the spring of 2005, Sports Illustrated bas¬ 
ketball writer Alex Wolff wrote a story about the minor 
league ABA. That story ended with his realization that for 
a smali fee, he could build a franchise in his adopted home 
State. With the magazine's blessing and (non-monetary) 
support, Wolff began to build the Vermont Frost Heaves to 
begin play in 2006. 

One of the first chores was to hire a coach. After nar- 
rowing the field of candidates to two choices, Wolff asked 
members of the Heaves Online community, the Bump in 
the Road club, to make the finał selection, and Vermonters 
piclced Voigt in a landslide victory. 

It was time to come home. Voigt set up his new resi- 
dence in Burlington to begin assembling his team. He now 
considers himself morę urban than rural, and his life is 
spent in a different smali community, a worldwide coach- 
ing community that has surprisingly few members. 

“It never occurred to me that I couldrit 
do the job. That may be a small-town thing.” 

"My connection with the town has changed," Voigt says. 
"The big part of a smali town is the people, your friends. I 
have morę of a connection now with Vermont. Vermont 
has underlying principles that I see all around the State, 
even in Burlington." 

The old and the new communities met in the summer 
of 2006 in South Burlington as Voigt tried to put together 
a team. High school friends helped with the selection pro- 
cess with former teammate Billy Waller coaching and Scott 



Will Voigt's roots run deep in Vermont culture. His father, 
Frań, seated at right, is co-founder of the New England 
Culinary Institute; his mother, Ellen Bryant Voigt, is a former 
Yermont State Poet. 



Pointing the way to 
community involvement, 
the Frost Heaves hołd 
"Have-A-Ball" Kids 
Camps at schools across 
the state. Here, Voigt 
instructs girls at Twinfield 
Union School in Plain- 
field last summer. 


Caulfield, who grew up playing against Voigt and designed 
conditioning programs for his Norwegian team, handling 
the players' fitness. Milce Osborne, another high school 
hoop pal and current basketball coach at Johnson State Col¬ 
lege, came to help coach the tryout teams. 

The small-town feel with the big-time talent continued 
through the season as the team won and won and won. 
Carl Parton, from Twinfield High School and another bas¬ 
ketball buddy, worlced the public address system like a pro. 
He was there because he had always done that as he and 
Will were growing up. Piano teacher Shadroui twice sang 
the national anthem, and so on. 

"I am who I am because of these smali communities," 
Voigt says. 

This spring the team and Voigt won the ABA champi- 
onship and celebrated with a paradę in Barre. The Frost 
Heaves won under the leadership of Voigt. He inserts 
himself into the gamę with an aggressive sideline presence. 
Part of it is strategy, to try to pump up his team and worlc 
on the officials to cali things his way. 

But the near constant interplay with the officials also 
reflects a solid sense of right and wrong, with an absolute 
commitment to what is right. 

"Sometimes he will say the performance has a role in 
coaching," Ellen says of her son's sideline histrionics. "But 
it's also his involvement in the gamę, his love of the gamę 
and his love of the rules. It's almost a morał thing. To not 
play the gamę by the rules ... he's offended." 

Making the big play 

It's a July evening in Burlington, and Voigt, after a spring 
that included scouting trips to Africa and Europę, has 
settled back into Burlington. He's still on the hardwood, 
though, playing on a men's league team along with three of 
his Frost Heaves players plus assorted acąuaintances. 
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Asked how the coach shapes up as a basketball player, 
one of his teammates (not one of his players) said he's 
"about lilce you would expect. He wants the bali all the 
time and he's always trying to make the big play." 

Watching the gamę it becomes obvious who is in control, 
even though Voigt is not the most physically gifted player 
on the court. In the second half, with his team ahead by 20 
points, Voigt engages one of the referees in a (literally) run- 
ning discussion about the rules being used. He doesn't win 
the argument, but he doesn't give up. 

'Tve had great people all through my life who have taken 
the time to help me develop," Voigt says. "Whether it's 
fate, or blind luck, or whether I did pursue it correctly, I've 
worlced with great people." # 


Ę - Vermont • 

HOW 2 GO 


The Frost Heaves play home games at 
Barre Auditorium and Memoriał Audi- 
torium in Burlington. For tickets, cali 
(802) 860-0082. For updated Schedule 
and morę information, 
visit www.VermontLife.com 

























From Snowboards to 

CHEESE BOARDS 


WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM HER FRIENDS, 
DONNA CARPENTER 

HAS BROUGHT HIGH^END TAKEOUT TO STOWE 
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By Jessica Turner 
Photographed by Daria Bishop 


T welve years ago, 

Stowe's shopping op- 
tions were plentiful — if 
it was ski gear that you were 
after. But if, lilce Donna Car- 
penter, your tastes ran morę 
toward aged balsamie, the 
pickings were slim. 

Inspired by the European 
markets she visited while 
working as an executive for 
Burton, her husband's wildly 
successful snowboarding 
company, Carpenter decided 
in 1995 to open a specialty 
foods storę with a distinctly 
Vermont community charm. 

Today, in a building that once 
housed a ski shop, Carpenter oversees the continu- 
ing evolution of Harvest Market, a rustic, shingled 
emporium for gourmet food. 

Harvest Market's charming exterior — country 
breads can often be found cooling on the smali front 
porch — opens into airy, cottage-style retail space. 
Stainless Steel shelves are lined with dozens of vari- 
eties of olive oil, vinegar, mustard and marinade. A 
broad bakery counter topped with muffins, croissants, 
brownies and pies is flanked by jars of house-made 
granola. Barrels of darlc and oily coffee beans stand 
guard near the fuli espresso bar, a section that has 
become somewhat of a community gathering space 
for morning coffee. Near the wide selection of wines 
in the mini "cellar," a refrigerated chest houses a vast 
assembly of Yermont cheeses: Crowley cheddars from 


Healdville, blue cheese from 
Jasper Hill Farm in Greens- 
boro, organie chevre from 
Łazy Lady Farm in Westfield, 
and Vermont Ayr, a farmstead 
cheese from Crawford Family 
Farm in Whiting. 

"In a new city or a new 
country, I would always visit 
the food Stores first," says 
Carpenter, who from 1985 
to 1989 worked as European 
sales manager for Burton. 
(She served as Burton's chief 
financial officer for the three 
years that followed.) Because 
the sales position involved so 
much overseas travel, Carpen¬ 
ter became well-versed in the specialty food of Eu¬ 
ropę, with local markets serving as a classroom. 

The influence of European cuisine is apparent in 
the cheese selection, where the extensive local as- 
sortment sits among imports from France, Italy and 
Denmark, and in the dęli case, where high-quality 
Italian prosciutto waits to be carved into paper-thin 
slices. "The storę provides people access to products 
that they might not have otherwise," she explains. 

Carpenter received much of her culinary educa- 
tion in New York at Barefoot Contessa, the specialty 
storę run by Food NetWork celebrity Ina Garten. 

Working in the gourmet emporium for several 
summers, Carpenter learned the business of food 
and was inspired by Garten's simple approach to 
cooking and entertaining. 
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Garten, who provided early consultation on Har- 
vest Market's design, layout and product selection, 
says: "It was a pleasure to help out Donna when she 
opened. But today Harvest has really evolved into 
such a uniąue storę by responding to the needs of the 
Stowe market and its loyal customers. It's an extraor- 
dinary luxury to have this kind of homemade food 
available. This is the real thing." 

Nancy Tingle of Hyde Park, a regular at Harvest 
Market, agrees. "I can't find most of these things 
anywhere else," she says. 

Among the melange of high-end ingredients, con- 
diments and snacks, prepared foods take center stage. 
"When you're working fuli time, it can be hard to 
prepare great meals," acknowledges Carpenter. "It's 
so important to have wholesome, homemade food to 
feed your family and guests, even if you're not doing 
the cooking." 

Harvest Market's rotating selection of prepared 
food includes a rustic balsamie chicken, roasted but- 
ternut sąuash with mapie syrup, a prosciutto and 
white bean salad, broccolini with creamy mustard 


dressing and roasted potatoes with rosemary. Each 
day's menu is generally designed to include a pasta, a 
chicken dish, a grain and a vegetable among assorted 
pates and antipasti items such as hot cherry peppers 
stuffed with provolone and grilled artichoke hearts. 

"It's good, fresh food and it gives people another 
option besides always sitting in a restaurant," says 
executive chef Keith Martin, who has been with the 
storę for 11 years. The takeout offerings are particu- 
larly popular with Stowe's many out-of-town visi- 
tors. "This is food that skiers can take back to their 
hotel rooms to eat if they want to." 

Garten visited Harvest Market again last year 
when she designated the storę as the sole Vermont 
stop on her 20-city book signing tour. Hundreds of 
fans turned out to meet the best-selling cookbook 
author, whose Barefoot Contessa series has earned 
her a loyal following among devoted foodies and cu- 
linary novices alike. 

"I love Ina's whole philosophy about food," Carpen¬ 
ter says. "It's all about simple, home cooking." 

Carpenter's culinary approach is heavily in- 
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fluenced by Vermont ; she ardently supports local 
farms and products. Harvest Market offers sausages 
madę of Vermont-raised lamb, organie farmers sup- 
ply much of the market's seasonal produce, and at 
Thanksgiving-time, local organically farmed tur- 
lceys are roasted and sliced for sale. 

"Vermont has always been a great place to live as 
far as food; from mapie syrup to fiddleheads, the 
'madę in Vermont' label has a certain cachet," she 
says. "Just in the last 15 years I feel there's been a 
change as we've gained access to morę ingredients, 
and now morę than ever, people are coming to Ver- 
mont for the food." 


COOK AND DRAIN: 

2 Ibs. ravioli, agnolotti or tortellini 

SAUTE UNTIL BROWN: 

1 Ib. sliced mushrooms 
Va Ib. sliced portabellas 
Va Ib. sliced shiitakes 
Va cup olive oil 


ADD AND COOK FOR 1 MINUTĘ: 

1 T. chopped garlic 
4 large leaves of chopped fresh sagę 
pinch of crushed red pepper flakes 


ADD: 

116 pints cherry tomato halves 
Va cup fresh basil 
1 T. lemon juice 
salt & pepper 


A popular gourmet takeout dish at Harve$t Market: 

Ravioli, Agnolotti, or Tortellini with Wild 
Mushroom Ragu 


Let cool to room temperaturę. Combine with pasta. 

ENJOY! 


Below left: Ina Garten, greeting customer, joined Donna 
Carpenter, holding books, at Harvest Market last November. 
Far left: shopper Kristine Changelo of Rouses Point, N.Y. 



Harvest Market, 1031 Mountain Road in Stowe, is open seven days 
a week from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Salad and entree specials change daily. 
For morę information, visit www.VermontLife.com. 
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Wheel rakes in the snów 
J. Carlson Masseou 


Opposite, clockwise from top left: 
Windswept tracks in the Green 
Mountains, Ember Photogrophy; 
Rusty tractor seat and weathered 
barn latch, Coleb Kenna; 
mountain snowgoblins, Ember 
Photogrophy 
































West view from the Waitsfield Common Road, with all three Mad River Valley 
ski areas in view: From left to right, Lincoln Peak (Sugarbush South), Mount 
Ellen (Sugarbush North), Stark Mountain (Mad River Glen) — Dennis Curron 
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Untrammeled boat docks at Perkins Pier in Burlington— Jeff Dickinson 
Windblown ice sheets on Lakę Champlain —Alden Pellet 
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By Peter Broński 
Photographed by Rob Swanson 

S NOWKITING, IN PREMISE, IS SIMPLE! A RIDER 

straps into a large, maneuverable kitę and 
harnesses the power of the wind to cruise 
across the snów and ice on skis or a snowboard. 

But above all else, it's a sport utterly dependent 
on Mother Naturę. Good wind, good ice and good 
snów eąuals good snowkiting. Lacking one, all 
bets are off. 

This morning, standing on the shore of Lakę 
Champlain, awaiting the start of Kitestorm, an 
annual snowkiting festival in Milton, two feet of 
fresh powder cover another two feet of rough ice. 
It's five degrees, but there's no wind yet; it's fore- 
casted to come up later. 

As outdoor sports go, snowkiting is relatively 
young. It's an evolution of the summertime equiva- 
lent on open water — kiteboarding. Because it is in 
its formative years, the community of snowkiting 
devotees in the Northeast is still smali and scat- 
tered. Kitestorm began in 2004 as a way to help the 
sport grow by bringing morę people into the fold. In 
its first year, it pulled in about 250 people,- last year, 
that number had grown to nearly 750. 

Rachael Miller, a Burlington woman who caught 
the kiteboarding bug early on, started Kitestorm 
the same winter that she opened Stormboard- 
ing, one of a handful of shops nationwide to offer 


Snowkiting gives skiers and boarders a whole new way to 

snowkiting gear and lessons. With its free mini- 
clinics designed to offer newbies a fleeting taste of 
snowkiting, Kitestorm is in part a soft-sell to get 
people hooked on the sport enough to sign up for 
full-on lessons, or to buy a kitę and harness in the 
wake of the event. 


HAVE FUN 
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POWER IN THE POWDER 



• Big: A snowkiłe (lefł) can be a 
handful, billowing out as riders 
prepare for łakeoff. 

• Fast: Pulled by the wind (oppo- 
site, above) speeds can reach 
50 mph and higher. 

• Flying: Rigged up and angled 
right (opposite, below), 
snowkiłers can soar five ło 10 
feet in the air. 


As Miller chats, her breath con- 
denses into dense clouds of moist air. 
Undeterred by the lack of even the 
slightest breeze, she leads the first 
class of beginners out onto the ice 
at about 9 a.m. A steady stream of 
cars, SUVs and campers make their 
way into the parking lot, their plates 
reading Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New York, 
New Jersey, Maryland and a lone car 
from Delaware whose license piąte 
reads "Kitemad." 

The wind gradually begins to pick 
up, and by 11 a.m. morę than 12 kites 
are flying. The lakę is littered with 
dozens of kiters getting ready, spread- 
ing their kites out on the snów as 
the wind steadily grows in strength, 
blowing out of the north. A handful 
of snowkiters are out "whale watch- 
ing," snowkite speak for heading far 
out onto the lakę beyond an ice heave 
that marks the linę between rough ice 
near shore and smooth ice from here 
to Canada. The clouds begin to break, 
and a few slivers of blue sky and sun- 
shine peek down. 


By 12:30 p.m., morę than 30 kites 
are up, and an hour later 40 kites are 
in the air simultaneously. It's now 
blowing with a good 10 to 12 knot 
wind, and so many kites are in the air 
that they have to dance around one 
another's lines as they make their way 
out onto the open ice from the staging 
area near shore. The better riders are 
taking advantage of the wind and do- 
ing jumps, some getting five to 10 feet 
of air and traveling 20 feet or morę 
with their hang time. 

The hundreds of kiters present are 
of all ages and backgrounds. Judging 
from style of dress and manner of 
speaking, many of the teenagers could 
have been plucked straight out of a 
freestyle terrain park or halfpipe. But 
snowkiting does attract a wider demo- 
graphic. Gary Kjelleren, a 48-year-old 
husband and father of two who lives 
in South Hero, kites 30 to 50 days per 
winter. He earned legendary status, if 
one can cali it that in such a new sport, 
when he commuted via snowkite 
across the Broad Lakę, making the 
14-mile journey in a scant 18 minutes, 
an average of 47 miles per hour. 


By early afternoon the sun wins out 
over the clouds, and the snów gleams 
white. Bright red, green, orange, pur- 
ple and pink kites cut arcs through 
the air. The biggest kites dwarf their 
riders in size, and move through the 
air seemingly in slow motion, making 
lethargic turns like a 747 airplane. 

"Some people are into speed," says 
Kjelleren. "Some like to surf powder. 
Some go on long-distance journeys 
touring. And some like to jump," he 
says. "But we all love it. If you're go- 
ing to live in Vermont, you need to 
embrace winter." # 


- Yermont 

HO W 2 GD 


• Kitestorm 2008 takes place Feb. 23 
and 24 at Sandbar State Park in Milton. 

• First time? Bring your own ski or 
snowboard gear. Free demos available 
for short rides. Startup kitę and harness 
available to purchase for about $450. 

For morę on Kitestorm, visit 

www.VermontLife.com 
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"If yoi/re going to live in Vermont, 

you need to embrace winter." 
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14 famous writers respond 
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Novelists, commentators, essayists, storytellers, poets 
and playwrightS .♦ ♦ Vermont has morę than its fair share. 
What is it that draws these creative spirits here? 


Philip Baruth 

Author of "The X President" 
and award-winning 
VPR commentator 

Why live and work in Ver- 
mont? The Flamenco Rule, 
a logical outgrowth of ourtiny 
population. According to the 2000 
census, Vermont had then just a 
smidgen over 600,000 people. 
Residents under 18 accounted for 
nearly a third, leaving just over 
400,000 adults. A smali, elear 
pool indeed. 

Hence the Flamenco Rule: Any 
Vermonter can be one of the 50 
best in the State at nearly any 
quirky pursuit within a space of 
two years, tops, given a bit of 
starry-eyed enthusiasm. 

In many cases, the 25 best. 

Clearly we have to rule out 
strenuous athletics, and the state's 
highest paid occupations. But take 
Flamenco dancing. Vermont has so 
few Flamenco dancers that if you 
come to the study of it with even 
a modest eagerness, you'11 soon be 
running the Flamenco club in your 
town — and if you're not careful, 
your county. 

Will that give you a sense of 
rhythm? No. Will it matter? Not in 
the least. The only thing that will 
matter is the rosę clenched tightly 
in your teeth. 


Elizabeth inness-Brown 

Acclaimed novelist and author of the highly praised short 
story collections “Satin Palms” and "Here" 

Down at Somers Hardware on Mam Street m Montpe- 
lier, the guy talks to me as if he knows i know what he's talking 
about, not down or up but to me. At Town Hall in South Hero, 
the clerks know everybody's business, but i also know i can trust 
them with minę. When the smoke alarm starts going off next 
door, the fire chief drives right over, and we meet the landlady 
outside the dark house to figurę out what the problem is and 

make surę it doesnt get worse. Respect, trust, 

working together. The whole State of vermont is just a big smali 
town, with the kinds of people and the kinds of values that make 
me comfortable — the kind of people i like to write about. And 
thats why l cali it home. 


here else but Vermont in 


Howard Frank 
Mosher 

Author of 10 books 
set in the Northeast 
Kingdom, including 
"Disappearances," 
the recipient of the 
New England Book 
Award for fiction 


generał and the Northeast 
Kingdom in particular could I find 
so many contrary, stubborn, 

cantankerous, strong- 

minded, argumentative, 
persnickety, blunt, ornery 

and totally wonderful people to 
write about? 
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DAYID BUDBILL 


Award-winning poet, novelist and playwright 
whose play "Judevine" has been produced 
51 times in 24 states 

I came to Vermont to live in the 
woods, in the mountains, to build 
my own house, raise vegetables, 
cut firewood with a chainsaw, 
snowshoe and SWim naked 

in a pond. I was so appalled and dis- 
gusted by what Amerika had become 
by the late 1960s that I wanted to leave 
my own country; yet I was still in love 
with what America could be, with what 
it was supposed to be. I came here to 
get as far away from that other Amerika 
as I could. I came to Vermont to find 
America again. I also came here to get 
away from academic poetry and the 
literati. I came here to rebel against the 
literaturę of secret languages and elitist 
attitudes. I came here to write poetry 
for ordinary people and garden and cut 
wood. And thats what I’ve done here in 
Yermont for the past 38 years. 


Katherine 

PATERSON 

Multiple Newbery medalist and best-selling author whose novel “Bridge to 
Terabithia” was recently adapted into a film by Disney 


We came to Vermont in 1986 
because my husband had been 
called to be pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Barre. 
“Oh, youre lucky,” people said. 
“You can work any where.” Yes, 

1 thought, a writer’s work may 
be portable, but her doctor, her 
dentist, the wonderful Filipina 
who cuts her hair, above all, 
her friends are not. That first 
August it rained almost every 
day. The youngest of our four 
left for college, so I was not only 


friendless, but childless and 
chilled to the bonę. Ninę years 
later when my husband retired 
we could have moved back 
South, but I couldn’t leave. 

Not only had 1 found stories 
here that 1 wanted to write, 

but a community and 

a State that I loved and friends 
I couldn’t bear to leave. This 
writers work and lite is simply 
not as portable as some might 
imagine. 


Castle Freeman 

Short story writer and novelist whose books 
include "Judgment Hill ,/ and "My Life and 
Adventures: A Novel ,/ 


I came to Vermont in the summer of 1972 
with my wife, Alice, in a blue Ford Pinto 
with five cats, two turtles, at least a dozen 
houseplants, and the clothes we stood up in. 
We came from the big city, attempting an 
experiment in country living. The experiment 
worked. We found here what others have found 
before and sińce: a fortunate combination 
of small-town community and rural 
elbowroom that happens to suit us 
very well. By the time our furniture and other 
belongings arrived on a moving van, we were 
no longer experimenting. We were here to stay. 
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Chris Bohjalian 


Best-selling author of 
"The Double Bind," 
"Before You Know 
Kindness" and 
"Midwives" 



Wiser minds than minę have known for centuries that drama 
needs two things: conflict and human transformation. Certainiy 
those are the two points on a compass that matter most in fiction. 
Weil, we have them in abundance here in Vermont, and we have 
them on a scalę that is manageable. 

And scalę matters. When I was writing "The Buffalo Soldier," for example, I 
wanted to spend some time with the commissioner of the state's Department of 
Social and Rehabilitation Services to discuss foster care. I'd never met him, but I 
called him up one morning in 2001 and asked if we could have lunch. He told me 
he was busy that day, but said the next day was free and elear and to come visit. 

Imagine if I were trying to Schedule a lunch with the head of human services 
in California. I'd still be waiting. 

Vermont also has excellent CTCGITIGCS. Make no mistake: Writers need 
ice cream, too. 


Joseph A. Citro 

Author and folklorist known for his books on hauntings and paranormal 
activity in New England, including the best-selling "Green Mountain Ghosts, 

Ghouls & Unsolved Mysteries" 

meal every night. Mr. Bowman 
believed he'd return from the dead; 
what if he showed up hungry? I 
loved these stories and characters, 
so I began adapting them as novels. 
But when I realized the weirdest 
Vermont tales had never been col- 
lected in book form, I knew I had a 
mission. I work here to fulfill it. 


Why do I live in Vermont? 

A stereotypically taciturn answer 

mightbe,"Born here" 

Why I work here is another matter. 
When I was a boy my father regaled 
me with enough local color to fili a 
guidebook. He told me about the 
man from neighboring Cavendish 
who'd had a railroad spike blasted 


through his head ... and lived. I 
learned about ChesteCs Jekyll and 
Hyde phantom, a fist-sized fiend 
from Plymouth, and ultimately my 
favorite: John P. Bowman of Cut- 
tingsville. When Mr. Bowman died 
he willed that his fortunę be used to 
maintain his mansion. On-site Staff 
prepared, then served, a complete 


I write because I live in Vermont, not the other 

way arOUnci. Within just a few years of coming to teach at Middlebury 
College in 1973,1 found that the experience of living in this State had trans- 
formed my Outlook. It inereased my appreciation for rural landscapes and sus- 
tainable communities, helped me understand literature's part in a broader effort 
of stewardship, and motivated me to contribute to that effort as a writer. 

Making mapie syrup on our family's sugar bush in Starksboro figures morę 
and morę prominently in my writing. The mysterious alchemy of 


John Elder 

Middlebury College professor, 
novelist and essayist who is 
celebrated for his naturę 
writing, as exemplified in the 
well-received ''Reading the 
Mountains of Home" 


SUgarmg intensifies my sense of identification with the history, seasons. 


and flavors of our adopted home. 


winter 2007-2008 • 57 







Edward 

Hoagland 

Novelist and essayist described by 
John Updike as the best of his gen' 
eration, and the author of nearly 20 
books, including “Walking the Dead 
Diamond River,” a National Book 
Award nominee 

I love living in Vermont because 
it’s a place jarmpacked with mink 
frogs, milk snakes, indigo bum 
tings, hollering woodpeckers, ravens, 
goshawks, coyotes and other favorite 
creatures of minę — plus people who 
log, milk cows, fashion bobbins and 



dowels, or shift jobs in midlife in op 
der to dogpaddle along. The choppy 

mountains, rollercoaster 
roads, musical loons and owls, ice 
ńshing, fisher “cats,” hippie diners and 


Willem Lange 

Storyteller and Vermont Public Radio commentator whose 
weekly column "A Yankee Notebook" appears in several 
New England newspapers 


outlaw bars, with independent politics 
and a Canadian soupęon, foster the ih 
lusion that life is long instead of short. 
Although it’s got some dumbheads, 
not as many as many warmer spots. 
With vivid trees, dappled meadows, a 
muscular sky, joy can be like photO' 
synthesis here. 


FOR OVER 70 YEARS l'VE LIVED WEST, SOUTH, OR EAST OF Vermont. 
From New York I could see Camels Hump; from Massachusetts, our cross- 
country running trail crossed into Vermont; and from New Hampshire, on a 
cold morning, I could hear the traffic on 1-91. I've often felt like Moses, wander- 
ing through the wilderness at the head of the Hebrew children - able to see the 
Promised Land, but prohibited from Crossing the river himself to sojourn there. 

But finally Mother and I have achieved what Moses 

couldnt. By the time you read this, we'll be sojourning in the promised 
land. Weil never be Vermonters, of course, any morę than a chicken can be 
a goose. But just to end our days here, surrounded by Vermonters: 
conservative, yet a little wacky; serious, but with humor dry as a cork leg; and 
dedicated to perfect woodpiles, is morę than anyone could deserve. 
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Natalie Kinsey- 
Warnock 


Regarded as the unofficial poet laureate of the Northeast Kingdom and 
lauded for his collections of poetry, including ''In the Rain Shadow" 

Leland Kinsey 

My ancestors on my mother's side, forced from Scotland by the ef- 
fects of the Lowland Clearances, shipped out to New York, took the 
then new canals north to Lakę Champlain, and walked overland 
with ox carts to help elear and settle the four Southern towns of 
Vermont's Orleans County. My father's family worked its way north 
from even earlier settling in the Colonies. I grew up working the 
land. My mother's mother used to say, "Thank heaven they left, 
thank heaven they settled here." So now I live within a hugely ex- 
tended family with sufficient members for strife and comfort, and, 
sińce my writing subjects are history, culture, family and 
the changes therein, I chose for now to continue living here. And 
sińce this is the landscape of my life, I have not found, in my con- 
siderable travels, a place or climate morę gripping. 


v \ 


Julia 

ALYAREZ 



Multiple award-winning author and poet whose celebrated novels include “How 
the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents” and “In the Time of the Butterflies” 


Author of over a dozen children's 
books, including "The Bearthat 
Heard Crying" and "The Canada 
Geese Quilt," an American Library 
Association Notable Book 

m 

tors settled in Vermont's Northeast 
Kingdom because it reminded them 
of home. Every day I am reminded 
of them: as I run or bike by the 
farms they built, or hike by the 
cellar holes of the homes they left 
behind; when I pick lilacs and 

apples from the trees they 

planted; whenever I smell the moss 
rosę that they brought with them 
from Scotland; when I eat oatmeal 
or graham rolls for breakfast, from 
the recipe my grandmother used, 
passed down from her mother. 

This place connects me to them, 
and sińce it is their stories that Tm 
telling, this is where I was meant 
to be. IVe found that I can't write 
anywhere else but here. Had my 
ancestors settled in any other State, 
I might be living and writing there. 
But, thankfully, they didn't. 


Like the Bicknells thrush that 
summers in the Green Mountains 
and winters on the mountains 
of the Dominican Republic, I’ve 

always felt an organie 
connection between my 

native country and my aclopted 
State. Both places are still largely 
rural, songbird/writer friendly, just 
the right balance of solitude and 
community. A smali country, a smali 
State — there’s a hands-on feel to 
how we operate. Not much to distract 


us except naturę and each other. 

We live in accordance to older, 
natural cycles. The seasons season tis. 
We go deep in winter and burst into 
gloriotis blossom come summer. I live 
here and work here and when I die, 

I want some of my ashes to go into 
the earth here and some to be 
scattered on the mountain where 
the Bicknells thrush spends winter. 

I can’t think of two better places to 
spend, not just the rest of my life, but 
eternity besides. ♦ 
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Bennington 
gives a big gift 
to the nation: 

a $125,000 
Christmas tree 


By Tony Marro 
Photos by Keyin Bubriski 
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It’s a shared experience that 
dates back to Victorian times, a 
Currier & Ives scene updated, with 
SUVs replacing sleighs and chainsaws 
taking the place of axes, but fundamentally 
unchanged over the years. 

Bundled against the cold, they head off to 
the woods to cut down their prize. Trudging 
through deep snów isn’t essential, but it adds 
to the sense of adventure. They proudly set it 
up in their living room, only to be told 
by the resident arbiter of holiday rituals — 
most families have one — that it’s a little bit 
short and maybe a little too scrawny; that it 
has an unsightly crook in its spine and that 
a blue spruce would have been better than a 
white pine to begin with. This sometimes 
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Way back in 1980, former Bennington County Forester 
Jim White (above) chose the tree that will make its way 
to the Capitol. Since then, he has often hiked into the 
Somerset forest to elear away brush to allow for the 
tree's optimal growth. 






































It has been as pampered 
as a hemophiliac prince, 
its trip from the Green 
Mountain National 
Forest to the west 
lawn of the Capitol as 
carefully planned and 
choreographed as a 
debutantes bali. 


to offset a yellow discoloring 
caused by a production of too 
many fir cones. When a beaver 
colony began building a dam 
near the tree, U.S. Forest Ser- 
vice workers inserted baffles 
in the dam to keep the water 
from flooding it. 

By the time it would be cut 
with the help of heavy eąuip- 
ment donated by the Central 
Vermont Public Service Cor¬ 
poration, hauled south on 
antiąue trucks along with a 
large backup tree and about 
80 standard-size "companion 
trees 77 for government offices 
and veterans 7 hospitals, deco- 
rated with 3,000 ornaments 
madę by Vermont artists work- 
ing through the Vermont Arts 
Council, and toasted at a large 
cocktail party timed to coin- 
cide with the lighting ceremo- 
ny, it would have become a $125,000 
tree, morę or less, with about half the 
cost provided by the legislature. 

This is considered frugal by Joann 
Erenhouse, the executive director of 
the Bennington Chamber of Com- 
merce, who noted that Virginia spent 
about $647,000 in connection with the 
2004 tree, and that Michigan had spent 
about $1.1 million in 2001. "It 7 s our gift 
to the country/ 7 she said. "A lot of the 
money was raised privately and a lot of 
the work was done by yolunteers. 77 


Bennington tree committee 
members David Dsido, Joann 
Erenhouse and Jim White visit 
the chosen tree before its trip to 
Washington. 


has led to another holiday 
tradition involving eggnog, 
hot mulled winę, or even 
straight vodka. But while 
i1 7 s a scene likely to be 
repeated in many homes this 
December, it won 7 t be the 
case with the U.S. Capitol 
Christmas Tree, which is 
Vermont 7 s holiday present to 
the rest of the nation. 

About 60 years old and 60 
feet tali, silvery green and 
nicely symmetrical, the Bal¬ 
sam fir (Abies balsamea) is 
handsome by any standard, 
and it didn 7 t get that way just 
by accident. Ever sińce it was piclced 
as a candidate by former Benning¬ 
ton County Forester Jim White back 
in 1980, it has been as pampered as a 
hemophiliac prince, its trip from the 
Green Mountain National Forest to the 
west lawn of the Capitol as carefully 
planned and choreographed as a debu- 
tante 7 s bali. Other trees were cut away 
from its base to allow fuli sunlight and 
unobstructed growth. It was injected 
with imidacloprid to protect it from 
an invasion of balsam woolly adelgids 
in 2003. It was fed organie fertilizers 
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A smali army of people was involved 
in the project. The New Hampshire- 
Vermont Christmas Tree Association, 
for example, provided the smaller trees, 
all of them from Vermont. The "Green 
Mountain Buli Dawgs," a group of 
antiąue trucie owners, volunteered their 
time and their trucks for the convoy 
to Washington. The 4,000 or so orna- 
ments for the "companion trees" were 
madę by school children in a statewide 
program coordinated by the education 
department and, lilce the 3,000 for the 
Capitol Christmas Tree itself, were 
donated. Funds were raised from indi- 
viduals and corporations, and also from 
the sale of commemorative baseball 
caps, T-shirts, tree ornaments, jewelry 
and coffee mugs. 

Most of the organizing of the fes- 
tivities has been based in Bennington 
County, where there's been much local 
talk about the Capitol getting "a Ben¬ 
nington tree." In fact, it grew near the 
Deerfield River in Somerset, which is 
in Windham County, not that most 
people care much one way or the other. 
Any long-lived tree is at rislc from 
fungi, pests, lightning strikes, heavy 
winds and other falling trees, and, in 
this case, ice backups from the Deer¬ 
field. So in picking possible trees back 
in 1980, Jim White thought it was pru- 
dent to find six of them, all of them 
likely to grow to impressive heights, 
and several of them, as a practical mat- 
ter, close to a road. 


Yes, Virginia, 
there is a 
cheaper way 

A price tag of $125,000 
might seem exorbitant for a 
Christmas tree, but consider what 
these high rollers spent on their 
Capitol evergreen: 

• $647,000 by Virginia in 2004. 

• $1.1 million by Michigan 

in 2001. 

Bennington trimmed costs the 
Vermont way, using partnerships, 
volunteers, fundraising and 
private donations. 


Vermont had provided the very first 
National Christmas Tree (a 48-foot 
balsam fir) for the White House in 
1923, when Calvin Coolidge was presi- 
dent, and another one (a 65-foot balsam 
fir) in 1967. Both were selected by Riley 
Bostwick, a Rochester tree farmer. It 
also provided a 48-foot white spruce 
from Windhall in 1980 for the Capitol 
grounds, and two other official Capi¬ 
tol Christmas Trees, once in 1982 (a 
50-foot balsam fir from Rochester that 
then-governor Richard Snelling helped 
cut with a cross-cut saw) and another 
in 1994 (a 58-foot balsam fir from Som¬ 
erset). Five years ago Vermont was told 
it could provide the 2007 tree, in part 


to marle the 75th anniversary of the 
Green Mountain National Forest. 

White accompanied the 1980 tree 
to Washington and decided then and 
there that he wanted to be involved in 
picking futurę ones. And every Win¬ 
ter sińce 1981, he and two friends — 
Frank Thompson, of the U.S. Forest 
Service, and Jennifer Kimberly of the 
Natural Resource Conservation Ser- 
vice — have hiked into the Somerset 
forest to elear brush and smaller trees 
away from their candidate trees and to 
have a winter pienie of hot chocolate 
and hot dogs roasted over a wood fire. 

White, who recently retired after 42 
years in a job he enjoyed so much that 
"If I didn't need the money, I would 
have done it for free," thinlcs the tree 
Vermont sent to the White House in 
1967 was "the prettiest tree there ever 
was," but that this year's National 
Capitol Christmas Tree is impressive 
as well. It spent 60 years in the ąuiet 
serenity of Somerset getting ready for 
its moment at center stage, which will 
be dramatic but short. For a few weeks 
it will be one of the most photographed 
trees in the world, tali and stately and 
set against the domed backdrop of the 
Capitol itself. But come January it will 
end up just lilce most of the other trees 
that will have brightened Vermont 
homes all through the holidays, taken 
down without ceremony or fanfarę, 
stripped of its lights and its ornaments, 
and then ground into mulch. # 
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Chocolate 


TASTE EVEN BETTER 


IN WINTER 


By Marialisa Calta 


W E'RE ALL FOR EATING 
locally, but there are a few 
imports that we can't live 
without. Chocolate is one. Coffee 
another. But just because there are 
no coffee or cacao plantations in the 
Green Mountain State doesn't mean 
we can't support our local producers. 
Vermont boasts a number of skilled 
chocolatiers and coffee roasters, so we 
can still help out our local businesses 
while indulging our palates. 

And winter is the time to indulge. 
Nothing like curling up next to the 
woodstove with a steaming cuppa joe 
and a luscious, hand-dipped truffle (or 
two). Elegantly wrapped boxes of Ver- 
mont chocolates or coffee also work 
perfectly as holiday gifts. 

The łruffles l've seen... 

Chocolate has an ancient his- 
tory, involving the Aztec civiliza- 
tion, conąuistadors, European royalty 
and Spanish monks. The Colonies 
had their first chocolate factory in 
Dorchester, Mass., by 1765. 

By the 20th century, mass produc- 
tion of chocolate was in fuli swing, 
and as the century progressed, cheap 
production and long shelf life took 
precedence over handcrafted ąuality. 
In recent years, a segment of consum- 
ers has become interested in the com- 
plex flavors of high-quality chocolate, 
in natural ingredients and traditional 
techniąues. 

"Chocolate and candy making stand 
today where bread baking stood 20 
years ago," writes Peter P. Greweling, 
who co-authored "Chocolates &. Con- 
fections" (Wiley, 2007) with The Cu- 
linary Institute of America. They are, 
he says, "poised for a renaissance in 
| their status and in public awareness, 
l and for a revival in the use of tradi- 
1 tional techniąues to produce world 
o class products." In Vermont, the revo- 
t lution has already begun. 

























■ That is nowhere morę apparent 
than at Daily Chocolate in Vergennes 
where lemongrass-sake-ginger choco¬ 
late, cognac Black Forest fudge, or a 
chocolate pomegranate truffle are 
the order of the day. You can watch 
chocolatier Floery Mahoney at worlc 
in the stone-and-brick shop, temper- 
ing her own blend of high-end, sin- 
gle-source, imported and domestic 
chocolates and hand rolling them 
into various concoctions. The shop's 
white chocolate bark, flavored with 
lemon, lavender and almonds, is a 
revelation for follcs who think they 
dislike white chocolate. 

■ You can attend "Chocolate School," 
buy bulle chocolate for home candy- 
making, or indulge your palate with 
a rangę of artisan confections from 
Linda Grishman Chocolates of Burl¬ 
ington. Grishman, a native of South 
Africa, began her life as a chocolatier 
in New York City (where a colleague 
who worked as a chauffeur madę her 
one of the few chocolatiers to deliver 
by limo). She has been in Vermont 
sińce 1991, winning acclaim for her 
chocolates, which have names like 
Mooonlight in Vermont and Peanut 
Butter Pigouts. Whimsical labels not- 
withstanding, this is serious choco¬ 
late: her new In the Dark linę of 72 
percent cacao bars are a dark-choco- 
late-lovers delight. 

■ Leigh Williams, of Laughing Moon 
Chocolates of Stowe, went into the 
business because she figured that 
there was nothing better that she 
could do "on a daily basis to make 
people happy." 

"I know it sounds corny," she says. 
"But it's true." Her handmade choco¬ 
late truffles, specialty candies and 
European hot chocolate have been 
making folks happy sińce 2001. 

■ For sheer old-fashioned cheerfulness, 
Mother Myrick's in Manchester C Ynter 
has it down. Husband-and-wife team 
Ron Mancini and Jacki Baker have been 
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Restaurants, cookbooks ani 
foodie eyents not to miss 


"I want to marry the home fries and have an affair with the French 
toast/' wrote one signer of the guest book at the Busy Bee in Glover (802) 
525-9900. A ringing recommendation for new chef/owner Amanda 
Menard, who reopened the legendary 15-seat diner in June, after it had 
closed briefly after the death of former owner Edna Chamberlin, who ran 
the place for morę than 40 years. "It's really nice," says Menard of the din¬ 
er^ experience in the cozy space. "You come here and you make friends." 


Leigh Williams of Laughing Moon Chocolates in Stowe offers her popu¬ 
lar, free candy-cane making classes every Saturday and Sunday at 2 p.m.; 
Nov. 24-25, Dec. 1-2, 8-9, 15-16 and 22-23 this year at her Depot 
Street Shop. Space is limited, so get there early. 

Nothing says ho-ho-holidays like a gingerbread house — or hockey 
rink, or cathedral, which are some of the past entries to the annual Ginger¬ 
bread House competition held by the Vermont Folklife Center in Middle- 
bury. This marks the ninth year; view submissions (there were morę than 40 
last year) from Nov. 30 to Dec. 22, or submit your own. 




Hot off the presses and just in time for the gift-giving season is "Cooking 
with Shelburne Farms" (Viking, $35) by well-respected food writer (and Ver- 
mont Life contributor) Melissa Pasanen and Shelburne Farms chef Rick Gen- 
carelli. Organized by local product, this handsome volume includes chapters 
on milk and cheese, lamb, wild mushrooms, gamę, pork, apples and mapie 
(both sweet and savory). Food photographs by Boston-based photographer 
Susie Cushner give the reader an extra push into the kitchen to make Shep- 
herd's Pie with Caramelized Onion and Cheddar Smash while portraits of 
Vermonters like "wilderafters" Les Hook and Nova Kim of Albany, who find 
and sell wild mushrooms and other edibles, immerse readers in Vermont's 
vibrant food culture. 














Is a Vermont 
vacation in 

your plans? 


We offer additional guidebooks 
filled with great vacation ideas and 
helpful resource information. 


^ST 



VHC 

Vermont Hospitality Council 

A DMjion ol I»» Vomxio! ChjnUw ot Comwcm 

To receive a free copy log on to: www.vtchamber.com/guide/vtlife.html 


Winter & Summer Guides available in digital format at: www.vtchamber.com 



Cottages 

Corning 

Soon... 


1 VI LLAG E AT 

riLLMORE 

Pond 


A BENTLEY 

SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 



Enhance your quality of living with the comfort, 
security and convenience of Village at Fillmore 
Pond’s Independent Living Cottages. 

We Make a Difference! 

Now taking cottage deposits, Cali for details. 

802 - 447-7000 

300 Village Lane, Bennington, VT 05201 

www.viUageatfiUmorepond.com 
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plying their trade sińce 1977, making 
hand-cut truffles, fudge, caramels and 
their signature buttercrunch, which is 
dipped in milk or dark chocolate and 
distinguished by a coating of crushed 
almonds and cashews. 


■ At Vermont Chocolatiers in North- 
field, a cafe and confectionary, hand- 
dipped truffles and other confections 
are on tap, along with light lunches 
and specialty coffees in an inviting 
storefront. Northfield natives Jane and 
Walter Delia bought the company from 
a couple in the Northeast Kingdom in 
2003, and moved it to their hometown. 


■ Bob and Martha Pollak began 
Snowflake Chocolates of Jericho and 
Burlington in 1986, inspired by the 
photomicrography of Jericho's famous 
"Snowflake Bentley." Handcrafted 
chocolates using family recipes (Bob 
is a second-generation confectioner) 
are presented with this motto: "No 
Two Chocolates Are The Same." 


■ Tom & Sally's Chocolates of Brat- 
tleboro — once known for its novelty 
items like Vermont Cow Pies and 
Chocolate Body Paint — is ratchet- 
ing up its gourmet products linę, with 
offerings like sweet pears in white 
chocolate and handcrafted dark choc¬ 
olate bars. 


■ The Ben & Jerry's of Vermont choco¬ 
late is Lakę Champlain Chocolates of 
Burlington, with nearly 100 fuli- and 
part-time employees. The company 
makes scores of chocolate products, 
and has recently introduced a linę of 
organie chocolates, and single-source 
chocolates from Tanzania, Granada, 
and Sao Thome, Brazil. 


Coffee: a higher ground 

Like chocolate, coffee has ancient 
roots and has gone from rare com- 
modity to a commercial product often 
manufactured with morę regard to 






























price point and shelf life than ąuality 
and freshness. Adulterated (one ac- 
count of 19th-century additives lists 
morę than 50, including brick dust 
and balced horse liver), poorly pack- 
aged, freeze-dried into "instant" and 
diluted to insipidity, coffee in Amer¬ 
ica, by the 1960s, laclced romance 
and panache. Then came what Essex 
Junction author Mark Pendergrast, in 
his boolc "Uncommon Grounds: The 
History of Coffee and How It Trans- 
formed Our World" (Basic Boolcs, 
1999), calls "a scattered band of fanat- 
ics." The seeds (or beans) of a strong 
coffee culture were sown. 

Coffee now has its own vocabulary, 
and people serious about their brew 
will speak at length about such con- 
cepts as fair trade (which deals with 
the social and economic health of 
coffee farmers) shade-grown, single- 
source, and, of course, organie. Al- 
though not all Vermont roasters buy 
exclusively fair trade or organie beans, 
most seem concerned about social, 
economic and environmental issues, 
including the health of farmers. "It's 
safe to say that most Vermont roast¬ 
ers are working toward transparency, 
trying to know where the beans are 
coming from and how the worlcers are 
treated," says Pendergrast. 

■ The first "fanatics" surfaced in Ver- 
mont in the persons of Doug and fa¬ 
mie Balne, of the tiny Green Mountain 
(Continued on page 72) 




49 Mapie Street 
Manchester Center, VT 
(802) 362-4061 
www.equinoxvillage.com 


Manchester’s Premier 
Independent Living 
Community 


EqUINOX VlLLAGE 

Your liome. Your life. 

()ur pleasure. 

CALL AND SCHEDULE 
LUNCH OR DINNER AND 
ATOUR WITH US BEFORE 
ALL OF OUR BEAUTIFUL 
APARTMENTS ARE RESERYED! 


Don’t Miss 
Your 
Opportunity^ 
to Enjoythe 
Relaxing 
Lifestyle! 



Distinctive. Tranąuil Beyond Comp 

A wooded glade of morę than one hundred acres. A rise of majestic 
mountains where the exceptional awaits at every turn—including our 
world-class spa. Rare vintages to accompany al fresco lunches. 
Sumptuous accommodations to retreat to by night. / 

In the environs of understated luxury, the Topnotch wJC OJOy 
experience unfolds. The serenity of knowing how reso 

right things are. This alone is Topnotch. 

Come, and live well. 

4000 Mountain Road I Stowe, Vermont I 800 451 8686 
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DININO^-LODGING 


Perfecting the art of personal service sińce 1801 . 



Histońc inn with 46 rooms and suit es 
Award-mnning dining 

800-843-1801 www.old-tavern.com 

The Old T avern 

AT GRAFTON, YERMONT 


92 main Street, grafton, \t 05146 




f 

\ 


Tlhe Vermont lr)i) 

1840 farmhouse on 6 acres 
16 guest rooms, some with fireplaces 
Jacuzzis, family suites, gamę room 
Hot tub & fitness center 
AAA, 3 Diamond Award 
Fine dining open to the public 




KILLINGTON • VERM0NT 
802.775.0708 • 800.541.7795 
www.vermontinn.com 




' SOUTHERN YERMONT 


u 

ARLINGTON 


The Arlington Inn. An 1847 Village Estate, 
on the National Historie Register with 18 
guest rooms, restaurant and tavern in four 
buildings. Modern amenities, such as private 
baths, A/C and two-person Jacuzzis comple- 
ment Historie niceties such as claw foot soak- 
ing tubs, fireplaces, and patios. The perfect 
venue for Weddings or Romantic Escapes. 
3904 VT Route 7A, Arlington, VT 03250. 
(800) 448-9442, (802) 375-6532, 

www.arlingtoninn.com. 

Arlingtons West Mountain Inn. Nestled on 
150 mountainside acres overlooking the fa- 
mous Battenkill. Hike, cross-country ski or 
visit with our llamas. Full-service country inn 
with scenie views and fine country dining sur- 
rounded by a comfortable ambiance where the 
“warmth extends beyond the fireplace.” Din- 
ner and brunch reservations required. “Wed¬ 
dings our Specialty.” Handicapped Accessible. 
Carlson Family, Innkeepers. Route 313, 
Arlington, (802) 375-6516, 
www.westmountaininn.com. 


BENNINGTON 

Paradise Motor Inn. Offering 76 rooms and 
suites. Cable TV, data ports. Some include 
private balconies or patios, others offer relax- 
ing jacuzzis and saunas. Nearby to downtown 
shops and restaurants, theater and every attrac- 
tion in Southwestern Vermont. Family-owned 
and operated for over 30 years. 141 W. Main 
St., Bennington, VT 05201, (802) 442-8351, 

www.theparadisemotorinn.com. 

BROWNSVILLE 

Ascutney Mountain Resort. Four-season 
destination with 57 trails for all abilities, re- 
nowned ski schools, tubing, cross-country 
trails, Fitness Center & Spa, plus multiple res¬ 
taurants. Enjoy 100% slopeside lodging, with 
newly renovated hotel rooms and luxurious 
suites with fuli kitchen, fireplace & balcony. 






SA Southern 'Vermont Country Inn 
Luxurious Lodging 
SAwarcCAVinmngj Diningj 
ReCaxećC SAtmosjphere 


<J\gbuntainlwi 

Jamaica, Vermont 

I PU 

r 


( ‘ j0r'ffJ7łłH7f/ 


(cftpait/ 


800-532-9399 

www. th reemounta in i>m.com SElECT i rRlG,ST,lY - 


You ll also find fun events and activities for the (| 
entire family! Conveniently located 6 miles off § 
1-91. (800) 243-0011, www.ascutney.com. 

(See our ad on page 87 ) 

CHESTER 

Fullerton Inn and Restaurant. 21 charm- 
ing guest rooms plus comfortable casual fine & 
dining in a country inn. Exceptional menu, 
wines, beers and mixed drinks. Expansive 
front porch greets guests. Large fireplace in 
the lobby. Cozy tavern. Fine Dining & Tavern v 
Mon-Sat, 5pm-9pm. Open all year. Center of 
Chester Vermont, On the Green, Route 11, 
Chester, VT 05143,(866) 884-8578, 

(802) 875-2444, www. FullertonInn.com. 

GRAFTON 

The Old Tavern at Grafion. Since 1801, this 
historie inn has been providing visitors with 
timeless elegance and the finest comforts and 
amenities in a beautiful Vermont setting. The 
inn offers 46 individually appointed rooms, 1 .. 
including seven suites and guest homes. The » 
award-winning restaurant features inspired 
American cuisine. Member of Smali Luxury 
Hotels. 92 Main Street, P.O. Box 9, Grafton, 1 % 
VT 05146. (802) 843-1801, I 

www.old-tavern.com. 

JAMAICA 

Three Mountain Inn. Peacefully located in 
the Village of Jamaica, the Three Mountain 
Inn offers 15 luxurious guest rooms and a 
warm, relaxed atmosphere. Enjoy a romantic 
dinner in our AAA Four-Diamond restaurant, 
relax by the massive fireplace, indulge in an in- 
credible three-course breakfast, or explore the 
various outdoor possibilities; guaranteed to 
revive your senses. Vermont Rte. 30, Jamaica, - 
VT, (800) 532-9399, 

www.ThreeMountainInn.com. 

MANCHESTER 

I c 

The Inn at Manchester. Enjoy the relax- 
ing grace and warmth of the Inn at Man¬ 
chester—a true Gem in the Green Mountains. 
Convenient to all winter reereation plus Man- 
chesters renowned shopping, dining and arts 
community. All rooms and suites have pri- | 
vate baths and are focused on your comfort. 
Hearty breakfast included. Fuli liquor license. 
Manchester Village, VT, 05254, 

(802) 362-1793, www.innatmanchester.com. 

WEST DOVER 

Snów Goose Inn. High style and romance 
in Vermont’s beautiful country setting. Nes¬ 
tled on 3 wooded acres at the base of Mount 
Snów in West Dover. Antique-appointed 
rooms, wood-burning fireplaces, Jacuzzi tubs, , 
fuli country breakfast, winę and cheese. Pet- 
friendly rooms available. Wi-fi, cable TV, 
private baths. P.O. Box 366, West Dover, VT 
05356, (888) 604-7964, (802) 464-3984, 
www.snowgooseinn.com. 
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DINING--ŁODGING 


WEST TOWNSHEND 

Windham Hill Inn. At the end of a coun¬ 
try road, “...the kind of place you go when 
you want to retreat from the world.” Elegant 
country inn on 160 acres in Southern Ver- 
mont with 21 luxurious guest rooms/suites. 
Breathtaking views, award-winning dining, 
4-season activities. Seasonal packages. Smali 
country weddings. Dedicated conference cen¬ 
ter. (800) 944-4080 or (802) 874-4080, 
www.windhamhill.com. 

(See our ad on page 25.) 


f CENTRAL YERMONT: 


UJ 

BASIN HARBOR 

Basin Harbor Club. Located on 700 acres on 
a secluded cove on beautiful Lakę Champlain. 
77 lakeside cottages, most with fireplaces, and 
two main guest houses. Golf, tennis, water 
sports and a great childrens program. Open 
May through October. Basin Harbor Club, 
4800 Basin Harbor Road, Vergennes, VT 
05491, (800) 622-4000, 

www.basinharbor.com. 

FAIRLEE 

Lakę Morey Resort. Located on picturesąue 
Lakę Morey, our 130-room resort offers lake¬ 
side dining and lounge, fuli service spa, direct 
access to the “VAST” snowmobile trail system 
with extended trailer parking, x-c skiing, snów 
shoeing, ice skating, sleigh rides, sports center 
(w/ indoor pool, sauna, Jacuzzi), special theme 
weekend and vacation week packages. P O 
Box 326, Fairlee, VT 05445, (800) 423-1211, 
(802) 333-4311, www.lakemoreyresort.com. 

KILLINGTON 

Cortina Inn. We offer sophisticated amenities 
for enjoyment and convenience, such as in¬ 
door pool, fitness center, giant lobby fireplace, 
restaurant &C pub without sacrificing the good, 
old-fashioned country hospitality that has be- 
come the hallmark of Cortina Inn and Resort. 
(800) 451-6108 , (802) 773-3333, 

www.cortinainn.com. 

Hampton Inn- Rutland/Killington. In- 

troducing the new Cloud Ninę bedding, a 
complimentary Deluxe Hot Item breakfast 
every morning, complimentary high-speed 
wireless internet and USA Today delivered to 
your room each morning. Relax in our indoor 
heated pool and fitness center. 24-hour busi¬ 
ness center and “Suitę” Shop. Conveniently 
located at Junction of Route 7 South and 4 
West, Rutland, VT, 05701, (802) 773-9066, 
www.rutlandhampton.com. 

The Mountain Top Inn & Resort. Set amidst 
spectacular mountains on 350 acres, overlook- 
ing a pristine lakę, 1 1 miles from Killington, 
this four-season Resort offers “breathtaking 
views”, innovative cuisine and endless out- 


door adventures for everyone. 80k of trails 
for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing, 
horse-drawn sleigh rides, dog sledding, snow- 
mobiling, 29 luxurious lodge rooms, 5 cabins. 
Seasonal packages. 195 Mountain Top Road, 
Chittenden, VT 05737, (800) 445-2100, 

www.mountaintopinn.com. 

(See our ad on page 14.) 

The Vermont Inn. 1 840 farmhouse on 6 acres. 
16 guest rooms, some with fireplaces, Jacuzzis, 
family suites, gamę room, hot tub and fitness 
center. AAA, 3-Diamond Award. Fine dining 
open to the public. Route 4, Killington, VT 
05751, (802) 775-0708, (800) 541-7795, 

relax( 2 )vermontinn.com, 

www.vermontinn.com. 
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77 deluxe rooms & suites. Conference room. 
Walking distance to restaurants and downtown. 
Central to ski areas and recreational activities. 

141 West Main St. Bennington, VT 05201 
802-442-8351 • 800-335-3558 


www.VermontParadiseInn.com 


Have the time 
ofyour life 


As a family vacation destination for over 
one-hundred years, Basin Harbor combines 
family tradition, the beauty of Lakę Champlain, 
and channing aceommodations to create 
memories foralifetime. Whetheryou and 
the kids want to enjoy a day on the lakę, 
a round of golf on our championship course, 
or a fine dining experience, we have something 
for everyone. 

For your family reunion, wedding, and other 
special celebrations, join us for the time ofyour life. 


for information and reservations: 800.622.4000 

www.basinharbor.com 



BASIN HARBOR CLUB 

On Lakc Champlain % Vermont 
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MIDDLEBURY 

The Inn on the Green. Gracefully restored 
1803 National Register Landmark on the in- 
viting Middlebury Green, now an elegantly 
comfortable eleven-room inn. Private baths, 
and every other modern amenity presented 
in the charm of the early nineteenth century. 
Delicious Continental breakfast served to 
guest rooms. Outstanding, pampering service 
in a distinctive setting. 71 South Pleasant St., 
Middlebury, VT 03733, (802) 388-7512, 
(888) 244-7512, www.InnontheGreen.com. 


www.VernionlLiIe.com 



MONTPELIER 

Capitol Plaża Hotel. Central Vermont’s 
premier hotel &C conference center. Featur- 
ing immaculate accommodations with a high 
standard of hospitality and comfort. Our J. 
Morgans Steakhouse is a “must stop” for fresh 
steaks, seafood and Sunday brunch. 100 State 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05602, (802) 223-5252 
or (800) 274-5252, www.capitolplaza.com. 

J. Morgans Steakhouse at the Plaża. A little 
of everything and a whole lot of beef. Fabulous 
American food and outrageous steaks! Aged-in- 
house beef, prime rib roasted nightly, seafood, 
specialty pastas and salads. Casual, comfortable 
setting with running model trains. Breakfast, 
lunch, dinner and Sunday brunch. “A must 
stop on our trips through Montpelier.” — Bos¬ 
ton, MA. (802) 223-5222, 100 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT 05602. 

OUECHEE 

Quality Inn at Quechee Gorge. Our new ad- 

dition is complete. We have added a new in- 
door pool, an exercise room with treadmills, 
elliptical machinę and recumbent bike and a 
new breakfast room offering an expanded de- 
luxe Continental breakfast featuring fresh baked 
waffles and healthy selection of cereal, yogurt 
and fresh fruit, along with piping hot coffee. 
PO. Box Q, US Route 4, Quechee, VT, 05059, 
(802) 295-7600, 

www.qualityinnquechee.com. 



Snowmobile, 
snowshoe or 
x-country ski 
through our 
private 
woods and 
meadow 
trails. 


The Quechee Inn At Marshland Farm. On 

the National Register of Historie Places this 
is the original 1793 home of Vermont’s first 
Lieutenant Governor. Careful restoration 
maintains the 19th century character and 
charm while adding modern conveniences to 
25 beautiful guest rooms. Exceptional dining 
available nightly. On-site cross-country ski- 
ing, snow-shoeing and Nordic skating. Pack- 
ages available. Clubhouse Rd, Quechee, VT, 
05059, (800) 235-3133, (802) 295-3133, 

www.quecheeinn.com. 

RANDOLPH 

Three Stallion Inn. For a memorable Vermont 
experience, start here at the Three Stallion 
Inn, an authentic country inn overlooking the 
Green Mountains and the 18-hole Montague 
Golf Course. Whether you come for a special 
event, relaxation, or to enjoy the outdoors, we 
offer you an unforgettable Vermont country 
experience from start to finish. Lower Stock 
Farm Road, Randolph, VT 05060, 

(800) 424-5575, www.threestallioninn.com. 

ROCHESTER 

Liberty Hill Farm. Cows, kids, kittens, apple 
pie, fresh-baked bread! Snowshoe, ski, snow- 
mobile from the farm, catch a falling star or a 
drop of mapie syrup! Come home to an award- 
winning dairy farm in the Green Mountains. 
Guest lodging in our 1825 farmhouse includes 
excellent meals. Experience Real Vermont! 
Bob and Beth Kennett, 511 Liberty Hill Rd., 
Rochester, VT 05767, (802) 767-3926, 

www.libertyhillfarm.com. 

_.___ 
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NORTHERN YERMONT: 


BOLTON VALLEY 

Black Bear Inn. A warm Vermont welcome 
awaits you at the Black Bear Inn! Start your 
day with a fuli country breakfast, and later en- I * 
joy dinner in our fine dining restaurant. Our 
individually decorated rooms and suites all 
have private baths, cableTY, and Wi-Fi. Many 
feature private hot tubs. We are New England s 


y 



FROM 


STOWE 


TAKE YOUR SKIS AND STOWE IT. 




PER NIGHT BASED ON AVAILABIIITY. RtSTHICTIONS APPIY. 


It's time to hit the slopes, so Stowe 
away. At VRI's Mountainside Resort. 
Great condo living with kitchen, 
balcony, sauna, hot tub, indoor pool. 
Overlooking the town. Minutes from 
skiing, dining, shopping. 


YACATION RESORTS 

INTERNATIONAL 

Mountainside Resort at Stowe 

Reservations: 

1-800-458-4893 
1-866-4M Y-VACATION 
1-866-469-8222 
www.8664myvacation.com 

CONDO RESORTS COAST TO COAST VLMAG 
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only ski-on/ski-off inn, with direct access to 
Bolton Valley Resort. Pet-friendly, AAA 3-Dia- 
mond rated. PO Box 4010, Bolton Access Rd, 
Bolton Valley, VT 03477, (802) 434-2126, 
(800) 393-6335, www.blackbearinn.travel. 

BURLINGTON 

Courtyard Burlington Harbor. The Court- 
yard Burlington Harbor located in downtown 
Burlington is a great experience for business or 
pleasure. Just moments from the Burlington 
Waterfront and the Church Street Market- 
place, the Courtyard Burlington Harbor looks 
forward to hosting your next visit to Burling¬ 
ton. 25 Cherry Street, Burlington VT 05401, 
(802) 864-4700, www.marriott.com/btvdt. 
Moonlight Lady. Overnight vacation cruises 
on Lakę Champlain, 2-7 nights. The boat fea- 
tures eight cabins, each with private bath, and 
a lounge, dining room, and top viewing deck. 
Theme cruises: golfing, biking, eco-adventure, 
history, fali foliage and international travel to 
Montreal. On-board galley and chef. May- 
October. (802) 863-3350, 
www.vermontmoonlightlady.com 
Willard Street Inn. Burlingtons first Historie 
Inn. 14 guest rooms, all with private baths. 
1881 Victorian mansion with views of Ad- 
irondacks and Lakę Champlain. 1.5 acres of 
lawn and gardens. Gourmet breakfasts served 
in marble-floored solarium. Free wireless in¬ 
ternet. Short walk to University of Vermont, 
Champlain College, waterfront, and Church 
Street shopping &: restaurants. 349 South 
Willard St., Burlington, VT, 05401, (800) 
577-8712, (802) 651-8710, 
www.willardstreetinn.com. 

JEEFERSONVILLE 

Sterling Ridge Log Cabin Resort. Enjoy a 
quiet relaxing getaway at Vermonts best kept 
secret. Located on 360 acres, our modern 1 
& 2 bedroom cabins have kitchens, fireplaces, 
&: Jacuzzis. Cross-country ski or snowshoe on 
our private trails or take an exciting snowmo- 
bile ride. Open year-round. Jeffersonville, VT, 
05464, (800) 347-8266, 

www.sterlingridgeresort.com. 



Liberty Hill Farm 

klds, cows and klttens! 

friendly B&B 


DINING^TODGING 





In the Heart of the Northern Berkshires! 

At the Junction ofRoutes US 7 and MA 2 



Reservations: 1.800.828.0133 


125 Rooms - Indoor Pool 
Sauna - Hot Tub 

For Breakfast! For Lunch! 

For Dinner! Overnight! Or Longer! 

c Ihe c Williams °Inn 


Spec i a1 stay plans availahle for our 
New Year ’s celebration. Join its! 




t 


On the Vil/age Green 
Williamstown, Massachusetts 01267 
413.458.9371 - www.williamsinn.com 



Moonlight Lady 


OFFERING OVERNIGHT VACATION 
CRUISES ON LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN 

Including: 4 Golfing ♦Bicycling 
4 Naturę 4 Eco-Adventure 4 History 
4 International Travel 4 Fali Foliage 

IUNCH YOUR VACATION! CALL: 802-863-3350 

www.vermontmoonlightlady.com • info@vermontmoonlightlady.com 
348 Flynn Avenue • Burlington, Vermont 05401 
Departs from College Street, Downtown Burlington, Yermont 
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DINING''-LODGING 

^ukle 

NORTH HERO 

North Hero House. Country Inn & restaurant 
is an historie bed and breakfast located in the 
Lakę Champlain Islands of northern Vermont 
with a spectacular view of Mount Mansfield. 
The 26-room inn is open year-round and is 
ideał for vacations, weddings and conferences. 
PO Box 207, North Hero, Vt 05474, 

(802) 372-4732,www.northherohouse.com. 

STOWE 

Mountainside Resort In Stowe. Overlooking 
picturesąue Stowe, Mountainside Resort offers 
1 , 2 and 3-bedroom beautifully furnished con- 
dos with kitchen, fireplace and balcony. Min- 
utes from skiing, dining and shopping. 

(800) 458-4893 or (866) 469-8222, 
www.8664myvacation.com. 

Topnotch Resort and Spa. AAA-Four Dia¬ 
mond, closest resort to Mount Mansfield, Ver- 
monts tallest peak. 68 newly redecorated guest 
rooms and suites, 40 resort homes. New restau¬ 
rant and pools in 2006. World class spa with 
over 30 treatment rooms, 120 treatments. Sau¬ 
na, steam, Jacuzzis, fitness studios, indoor pool, 
waterfall Whirlpool. 120 acres. On-site eques- 
trian, carriage rides, biking, hiking. Award-win- 
ning tennis center. Śtowe, VT, (800) 451-8686, 
(802) 253-8585, www.topnotchresort.com. 
(See our ad on page 67.) 

Trapp Family Lodge. 2,400-acre mountain 
resort in the European tradition by the family 
that inspired “The Sound of Musie.” Provid- 
ing accommodations in an Austrian-style Main 
Lodge, Guest Houses and Villas. Talented chefs 
prepare European specialties for three restau- 
rants, complemented by nightly entertainment. 
First-class facilities are available for meetings 
and weddings. (800) 826-7000, 
www.trappfamily.com. 

(See our ad on page 74) 

WATERBURY 

Best Western Waterbury-Stowe. Atop a pla- 
teau in the heart of Ski country. 83 guestrooms. 
Suites with Whirlpool baths & fireplace. Moun¬ 
tain views available. FREE High Speed Internet 
Access. Cafe, indoor pool, saunas, fitness center, 
gamę room, covered bridge. Free deluxe Conti¬ 
nental breakfast. Kids stay free. Ben & Jerrys 
Ice Cream Factory 1/2 mile. Stowe 10 miles, 
Sugarbush 20 miles. P.O. Box 149, Stowe, VT, 
05676, (802) 244-7822, 

www.holidayinn.com/waterburyvt. 


ELSEWHERE 


WILLIAMSTOWN, MA 

The Williams Inn. On-the-Village Green at 
the junction of U.S. Rte. 7 &: MA Rte. 2. Old- 
fashioned New England hospitality at a college 
town inn featuring 125 rooms, indoor pool, 
sauna, hot tub, restaurant, tavern with enter¬ 
tainment weekends. Sunday brunch. Special 
stay plans. Perfect stop for breakfast, lunch, 
dinner, overnight or longer. Reservations: (800) 
828-0133, local: (413) 458-9371, 

www.williamsinn.com. 


VERMONT EATS 
(Continued from page 67) 

Coffee Shop in Waitsfield. In 1981, says 
Pendergrast, entrepreneur Bob Stiller 
bought out the Balnes and founded 
Green Mountain Coffee Roasters in 
Waterbury. The company — by far the 
largest roaster in Vermont — sells an 
array of coffee from around the world, 
including its acclaimed new "Gombe 
Reserve," which is harvested in col- 
laboration with the Jane Goodall Insti- 
tute of Tanzania (for morę, see page 8). 

■ Not long after the Balnes were 
roasting beans in Waitsfield, Paul 
Ralston — then owner of the Bristol 
Bakery — began offering fresh-roasted 
brews to his clients. Flash forward to 
2001, when Ralston, fresh from vari- 
ous other entrepreneurial adventures, 
opened The Vermont Coffee Com¬ 
pany selling 100 percent fair trade, or¬ 
ganie coffee. The coffee was named 
"Best Coffee in New York" by New 
York Magazine in 2005. The instruc- 
tions on every bag: Brew It Strong. 

■ Brown & Jenkins of South Burling¬ 
ton was started in 1984, but was pur- 
chased last year by former Manchester 
caterer Sandy Riggen and her husband, 
Rich Williams. The company offers 
dozens of coffees, including flavored 
blends like Riggen's new Mountain 
Magie (caramel-rum-almond) and Ver- 
mont Mapie Creme. 

■ Mocha Joe's has been supplying 
Brattleboro residents with robust 
espresso and other blends sińce 1991, 
when founder Pierre Capy began roast¬ 
ing beans in his Main Street cafe. He 
expanded to a separate roastery in '96, 
and has a retail business throughout 
the Northeast and a mail-order busi¬ 
ness nationwide. 

■ Speeder & EarTs in Burlington 
may have two guys on the logo, but 
the company is "woman-owned and 
proud of it," says Jessica Workman, 
who began the place with her mom, 



Postcards from the Green 
Mountain State 
Yislt Us At: 

AlpacaBreedersofVermont.com 
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Jeannie Vento, in 1993. Their signa- 
ture coffee is Speeder's Blend, which 
Workman describes as a "very fu 11- 
bodied, French Roast-based" brew. 

■ The year 1994 saw the opening of 
Uncommon Grounds, a cafe and cof¬ 
fee roaster in Burlington. Research 
trips have talcen owners Skip and Bev- 
erly Blakely from planting and pick- 
ing to roasting, grinding and brewing. 
"We just keep learning," says Skip. He 
sells locally and by mail order (no 
website, no credit cards). "We lilce 
to do things the old-fashioned way," 
Skip says. 

■ Vermont Artisan Coffee & Tea Co. 
of Waterbury is owned by Manę Alves, 
a respected coffee consultant who be- 
gan selling coffee and tea in 2002, and 
whose company won a silver medal in 
the 2006 Specialty Coffee Association 
of America competition. The com- 

I pany buys only from farms that pass 
1 certain environmental, social and 
I product-ąuality screens. 

{ ■ Troy Griffis may not be the newest 
i roaster on the błock but he is lilcely 
f the smallest. The owner (and roaster) 
j at four-year-old Awake, Griffis roasts 
i and packages his beans — 100 per- 
i cent fair trade and organie — in seven 
| pound batches from an 8- by 10-foot 
< room in his South Starksboro home. 
( Big Buzz, Dark Star and Tsunami 
f Espresso are among his hearty roasts. 

■ The newest roaster in town is Fresh 
Coffee Now, formerly a web-only cof¬ 
fee supplier based in Atlanta. Matt 

: Sutte purchased the website and 
! brought the company to Winooski, 
• where beans are roasted in the base- 
ment of the Blue Star Cafe and sold 
I both retail (organie and fair trade 
only) and Wholesale. 4} 

For web links and phone numbers for 

these chocolatiers and roasters, 

visit www.VermontLife.com. W 
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Are you 65 or older and currently invested ;] 
in CDs, bonds or money markets because 
of tbeir stable ratę of return? if so, you 
sliould consider a cliaritable gift annuity 
to New England Kurn Hattin Homes. Tbis 
planned giving opportunity not only offers 
an attractive 6-11%* annual fixed ratę of 
revenue for tbe lifetime of up to two annuitants, 
but also substantial tax benefits. In addition, it 
provides tbe satisfaction of giving bope and 
stability to New England cbildren. 


T A Better 

liwestment 

Kurn Hattin Cliaritable Gift Annuity 

Since 1894, Kurn Hattin bas belped tbousands of at-risb cbildren 
by providing a safe borne and a ąuality education in a stable, 
nurturing environment. For a personal illustration of bow you 
can enjoy inereased reyęnue and immediate tax benebts wbile 
investing in and supporting area cbildren, please contact 
Connie Sanderson, 1 -877-61 1-2977, connies@sover.net. 

Tbe dividends are priceless. 

*Revenue ratę is based on tbe age of tbe annuitant(s). 


Kurn Hattin 

for cbildren 

anu lanniies sińce I 894 
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THE CAMPS OF THE ALOHA 
FOUNDATION 

Camp Aloha ~ girls 12-17 
Camp Aloha Hive ~ girls 7-12 
Camp Lanakila ~ boys 8-14 
Voyageurs ~ boys & girls 10-16 
Horizons Day Camp ~ co-ed grades K-7 
Ohana Camp ~ for tamilies 

For Summer 2008 Enrollment 
Contact Ellen Bagley: 
EllenBagley @AlohaFoundation.org 
802-333-3400 


The Aloha Foundation 
2968 Lakę Morey Road 
Fairlee, Vermont 05045 

www.AlohaFoundation.org 



Run away 
to a magical 
Vermont summer 
ofcircusfun. ^ Q 


Ages6 -18 
Beginning - Advanced 
2 day - 2 week 
Residential sessions 


www.sm i rku s.org 
1-800-532-7443 

Learn the ropes from the folks 
behind Vermont's Award-winning 
International Youth Circus,. 



Bike, Canoe, Climb, Hike, 

KAYAK, RAFT & HAVE THE 
EXPERIENCE OF A LlFETIME! 

CalI today for Information on our 8 co-ed 
five day adrenture cantps for teens 12 to 
14 , and 4 co-ed twefae day adrenture 
camps for teens 15 to 18. 

802 - 875-5626 


Aloha Foundation. Aloha camps 
offer summer camp opportunities for 
children aged 7-17. Fairlee, VT. (802) 
333-3400. www.alohafoundation.org. 

Camp Abnaki for Boys YMCA 

Residential Camp for boys 6-16 in 
North Hero, VT. 1 & 2 week sessions. 
Mini camp & teen trips. Burlington, 

VT. (802) 862-9622. 

www.campabnaki.org. 

Circus Smirkus. The excitement of 
Circus, the fun of traditional Vermont 
camp! Greensboro, VT. (802) 333-7443. 

www.circussmirkus.org. 

Extreme Adventures 
of Vermont & Vermont 
Adventure. Vermont’s premiere 
guided wilderness adventures. Adults 
and kids. Chester, VT. (802) 875-5626. 
www. Ext reme Advent u resVT.com ; 
www.VermontAdventureCamps.com. 

Camp Killooeet. Vibrant 
community. Camper choice among 
many arts, sports and trip activities. 
Hancock, VT. (802) 666-1484. 
www.killooleet.com. 

Night Eagle Wilderness 
Adventures. Unique Vermont 
summer camp for boys, ages 10-14. 
Cuttingsville, VT. (802) 773-7866. 
www.nighteaglewilderness.com. 

Windridge Tennis & Sports 
Camps. Outstanding tennis 
instruction, co-ed, ages 9-15. June-Aug. 
sessions. Burlington, VT. 

(888) 386-7859. 

www.windridgecamps.com. 


■k . I Grcatcr Burlington 



Residential camp for boys 6-16 in 
North Hero, VT. 1 & 2 week sessions. 
mini camp & teen trips 


www.campabnaki.org 

802-862-9622 



Camp Abnaki provides opportunities 
for leadership, outdoor adventure and 
character development. 


NIGHT EAGLE 

WILDERNESS ADVENTURES 

Unique Vermont Summer Camp for Boys 


Cali (802) 

773-7866 

ACA 

Accredited 

Camp 


▲ tipi living ▲ wilderness skills ▲ 
canoeing a naturę crafts a archery 
tracking a backpacking a and morę! 
cooperative work & play a ages 10-14 


www.nighteaglewilderness.com 




INFO@WII 


Tennis and Sports Camps in Vermont sińce 1968 

W indridge 

Tennis & Sports Camps 

P Boys and girls, ages 9-15, representing most 

of the 50 States and morę than 20 countries 
Wk have shared the Windridge experience.... 

Outstanding tennis instruction, horseback 
Ę riding, soccer, archery, sailing, swimming, 

an( ^ mountain biking in 
two beautiful settings. 


888 - 386-7859 

hfiGECAMPS.COM 


IDGECAMPS.COM 


Craftsbury Common - Teela-Wooket - 
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Getaways 


Happy 

Outdoor adventures 
and indulgent 
accommodations at 
the Mountain Top 
Inn chase away any 
midwinter blues 


By Yvonne Daley 

Photographed by 

Vyto Starinskas 



Top right: Snazzy clothes and cool 
shades make a formidable fashion 
statement as 3-year-old Abigail Hill 
hits the snowshoe trail. 

Above: Striking scenes heighten the 
sensation for Nordic skiers. 



R oger HilFs mom was the generał 
manager at The Mountain Top 
Inn and Resort in Chittenden, 
so by the time he was a teen he was 
making snów, driving Sno-Cats and 
grooming cross-country ski trails. He 
had also hiked, biked, slcied or ridden 
a horse around nearly every inch of the 
grounds and into the Green Mountain 
National Forest, which forms the re¬ 
sort^ dramatic backdrop. 

Hill, now 34 and director of pro- 
grams and facilities at the resort, is not 
alone in having roots here. (Nor is he 
the Roger Hill of Radio Vermont fore- 
casting famę.) Morę than half of the ski 
shop's staff and many other employees 
were born in town or have worlced at 
Mountain Top for years. It's no wonder 
guests feel like family at the 61-year- 
old, four-season resort. 

Dianę Dickerman, director of mar¬ 
keting and public relations, says the 
staff's encyclopedic knowledge of the 


region and the hospitality of employ¬ 
ees set Mountain Top apart. "We're 
relatively smali, with just 31 rooms, 
so there's opportunity for intimacy as 
well as getting to know other guests. 
And everyone who worlcs here is morę 
than helpful — whether it's a ąuestion 
about the local history or suggestions 
for things to do." 

Wilderness activities 

The Mountain Top Inn and Resort is 
located 11 miles from Rutland, a ma¬ 
jor center in mid/southern Vermont. 
The road to "downtown Chittenden," 
a sweet hamlet of about 1,200 people, 
is two miles long and climbs uphill, 
where higher elevation often translates 
into morę natural snów. 

The inn itself is a welcoming post-and- 
beam structure built from native wood 
and outfitted with a combination of rus- 
tic and indulgent furnishings — from 
antler chandeliers to Whirlpool baths. 
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Bradford Stainless Steel and Ceramic Tile Spaś 

COASTAL SERVICES INC. 

31 Viaduct Rd., Stamford, CT 
► (203) 359-9796 (800) 901-9514 

Serving CT, NY, VT & NH 

CT. REG. #H1516447 • CT. SP1 280394 • N.Y. #WC-6954-H95 • SINCE 1985 


The Chesterfield 
Commerce Park 

Essex County, New York State 


•Located 2 miles from 
Interstate 87 

•4 - Shovel Ready, Pre- 
Permitted 3-5 acres lots 

• Businesses may ąualify 
Empire Zonę Program 

• Road infrastructure 

•Water, Sewer & Power 
ON SITE 


•Access to skilled workforce 


•Financing & Incentive 
Programs 


A healthy place to 
grow a business 

A healthy place to 
grow a family 

A healthy place to be te11 518-873-9114 / faxi 518-873-2011 


For morę information: 
www.essexcountyida.com 


Then, there are the views. Most guest 
rooms and the outdoor patio look onto 
Chittenden Reservoir, a 741-acre reser- 
voir surrounded by national forestland 
and the Green Mountains, providing a 
canvas for the fuli effect of Vermont's 
distinct seasons. 

In winter, activities include sled- 
ding, skating, dogsled rides, evening 
snowmobile tours, sleigh rides drawn 
by a team of Clydesdales or Percher- 
ons, and Nordic skiing and snowshoe- 
ing across 80 kilometers of trails, 40 of 
which are groomed. For Alpine skiers, 
Killington and Pico are just a short 
drive away. 

Still, Hill is a realist when it comes 
to winter weather, so along with mak- 
ing snów on a one-kilometer loop and 
grooming trails daily, he's come up 
with a host of options to keep guests 
entertained — both indoors and out. 

The inn's sleigh, handmade in Aus¬ 
tria, can run on wheels or runners. 
And while Mountain Top specializes 
in creature comforts, there's plenty 
of wilderness just outside the resort's 
doors — nesting loons on the lakę and 
eagles nearby,- moose, deer, black bears, 
coyotes and red and gray foxes deep 
in the woods beyond. Hill acts as a 
guide for those who want to view the 
region's wildlife on skis, snowshoes or, 
in the warmer months, by bike, canoe 
or kayalc. 

There is also a clay bird shooting 
rangę on site, with instruction and 
eąuipment available. 

After all that activity, it's good to 
lcnow there's also a licensed massage 
therapist on Staff. 

Fit for a president 

The Mountain Top Inn was once just 
a large and rambling barn built on the 
Henry Long family's turnip farm in 
the 1870s. Seventy years later, friends 
of Thomas Edison named Douglas and 
Francoise Barstow purchased the Long 
farm and turned the old barn into an 
exclusive summer resort called the 
Mountain Top Tavern. 

Most older locals, however, associ- 
ate the inn's long history with Bill and 
Margery Wolfe, who fell in love with 
the property and bought the tavern 
in 1945. The next year, they began of- 
fering lodging, changed the name to 
Mountain Top Inn, and ran the resort 
with other family members until 1995. 






































During those years, President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower visited in 1955 
I as part of a fishing expedition. Alpine 
skiing came and went during that 
I time, too: In 1957, a downhill ski area 
called Apple Hill was established with 
a 1,000 foot T-bar and a ropę tow, but 
I Nordic skiing was added in 1964 and 
I Alpine faded away. 

In 1977, fire destroyed the majority 
of the original inn, which was rebuilt 
in 1979 and expanded using native 
wood for the new construction. The 
current owners, Steve and Lauren Bry- 
ant, purchased the resort in 2002. 

Indulgences for the 21st century 

The Bryants gave the resort a com- 
plete renewal and upgrade. Lauren Bry- 
I ant combined classic mountain lodge 
I decor with a touch of elegance. The 
I common room has leather couches 
I and bentwood rockers surrounding a 
fieldstone fireplace madę morę comfy 
with the rich colors of an Oriental rug, 
I cut-glass lamps and multiple candles. 
I Guests can gather here for afternoon 
I cookies, cider, coffee and tea. 

Along with one- and two-bedroom 
I suites, the inn has five rustic, pet- 
I friendly cabins and private chalets 
I for rent. Luxury rooms have one king- 
I or two queen-size beds, two-person 
I Whirlpool baths, steam showers and 
I televisions, and several have kitchen- 
I ettes and balconies. Guests can stay in 
I the room Eisenhower slept in ("Ike's 
I View"); it's a single luxury room not 
I far from "Marnieć Retreat," named for 
I the first lady, even though she wasn't 
I in Ike's entourage. 

In the main dining room, antler 
I chandeliers and snowshoe-seat chairs 
I are paired with white tablecloths, sig- 
I naling that the menu, changed season- 
I ally, will be eąual parts country and 
I high cuisine. 

The resort has become popular for 
r weddings and accommodates up to 
| 160 guests, who can, of course, plunge 
tl into the action sports or pursue lighter 
I diversions including croąuet and lawn 
I games, pienie pontoon rides, a private 
I heach on Chittenden Reservoir, fly- 
|] fishing on a private stocked pond, or 
| the annual summer concert by the 
U Vermont Symphony Orchestra. 

The inn also has an intriguing 
I eąuestrian program with about 45 
I horses available and a variety of in- 






The World’s Finest Ham 


Discover the difference corn cob smoking makes! 

Over the last 133 years, we’ve stayed true to the methods that make 
every Harringtons ham worthy of being called, “the finest ham 
you’ve ever tasted”. 

The unique flavor of our legendary hams is the result of carefiil curing 
and slow smoking over fragrant embers of corn cobs and mapie wood 


Introductory offer 

$39.9 

Regularly 
$ 59.95 


in our Vermont smokehouses. Simple 
to prepare and simply delicious to 
eat—youll savor every bite! 

For a limited time, you can enjoy 
our exceptionally lean and flavorful 
Original Harringtons Ham at a 
delicious introductory price— 
you save $20! 


HARRINGTONS 

^ ^ of Yermont 


ojVermont 

Famous for Smoked MeatS and Fine Foods Since 1S73 


Order by phone: 800*701 *681 2 I 

Order Online: www.harringtonham.com/offers I 

Harrington’s of Vermont ® FREE with your oider! 

210 E. Main Street, P.O. Box 288 Richmond, VT 05477 I We’11 include 8 o:, of our special 
Q 147-739 Fully Cooked Dinner Flam (6-7 lbs.) I Aged Cheddar and 6 oz. 

$39.95 + $12.99 Shipping—Total $52.94 | Cob Smoked Bacon 
Q 147-754 Ham and Turkey Breast (1.75 lbs.) 

$54.95 + $14.99 Shipping—Total $69.94 

Name. 

Address. 

City.Stale.Zip. 

Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. Limit 2 per order at this price. Offer 
good in the Continental US only. Expires 12/31/07. Order by 12/11 
for holiday dclivery. Sorry, offer not available in our Stores. 

Our hams, lurkeys, and breakfast bacon are cured and smoked in our _____ 

Vermont smokehouses, with meat sourced from across North America KMI»1 


ADD a Boneless Turkey 
Breast to your order for 
just $15! 

Moist, fully cooked, 
tender all white meat 
with our legendary com 
cob smoked flavor. 


* 
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VermontLife 

Vermont: A Special Beauty 

from Vermont Life 

In a world of rapid change and growth, the Vermont countryside is a 
priceless treasure that reflects New England traditions and a busding 
contemporary life. These characteristics are captured with four seasons of 
photos from Vermont Life. Take Vermont home with you or send it to those 
who wish they were here! 814 x 1014, 80 pp., softcover, 65 color photos. 

BYSB06 $16.95 
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Vermont Sled Dogs 

by Stephen Huneck 

This image by award-winning Vermont artist Stephen Huneck is now available as 
a hooked rug. This heirloom ąuality hand-hooked pure wool rug will delight the 
dog Wers on your list. The perfect accent to any room in your house! 30 x 38. 
For indoor use only. 

ZSDR08 Hooked Rug $150 

Vermont Tote Bags 

We’ve been looking for the right Vermont tote bag and here it is! Sturdy, flat-bottomed, 
canvas tote bags are perfect for books, maps, shopping or the beach. Handy outside 
pocket. Great embroidered detail on the straps: Forest green/khaki bag has pine trees, 
red/khaki has mapie leaves and olive/khaki has moose. Ali say YERMONT! 18 x 12. 


ZYTG08 Forest Green/Khaki $16.95 each 
ZVTR08 Red/Khaki 
ZYTB08 Oliye/Khaki 



Vermont Mapie Sampler 

from Highland Sugarworks 

The best mapie syrup in the world times three — what could be sweeter? Three 
8 oz. bottles of syrup in the three traditional grades: Fancy, Medium Amber and 
Dark Amber. Experience the rangę of flavors! Comes in an attractive gift box. 

FMSS07 $21.95 


ORDER TOLL FREE: (800) 455-3399 • 8 AM-4-.30PMET 
ONLINE: www.VermontLifeCatalog.com • 24Hours a day! 
BY MAIL: Yermont Life, 6 Baldwin St, Montpelier, VT 05602 
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GETAWAYS 


struction for riders of all skill levels. 
There are also guided rides on scenie 
trails around the lalce and up into the 
mountains. 

"It's nice to worlc somewhere that 
has so much variety and so much op- 
portunity for outdoor activity," says 
Hill. "I never get bored and the guests 
don't either — so they're happy." ^ 


MOUNTAIN TOP INN 
AND RESORT 

Guest accommodations: three 
suites and 26 luxury and classic guest 
rooms; five rustic, pet-friendly cabins; 
private chalet rentals. 

Room rates: suites and rooms $150 
to $545, depending on season and 
room size, with ratę approximately 
$255 to $545 during high fali and 
holiday seasons. 

Private chalet homes run from $275 
to $1,800. 

Winter activity rates: approxi- 
mately $16 for half-day use of trails, 
skating rink and sledding hill, to $19 
for a fuli day. Ski rentals $16 to $20. 
Private cross-country instructions $55 
per person, per hour. Season passes, 
junior and senior rates available; 
"Learn to Ski Package," which includes 
a one-day pass, ski rental and one 
group lesson, for $45. Thirty-minute 
horse-drawn sleigh rides cost $25 for 
adults, $15 for children under 14. 



195 Mountain Top Road 
Chittenden, VT 05737 
(802) 483-2311; (800) 445-2100 

For morę, visit www.VermontLife.com 



The Burlington area’s Landmark 
Riverfront Condominiums 

Perhaps you’re considering a return to Vermont - or you’re 
already here and want to be part of a vibrant new community. 
The Cascades at Winooski Falls offers the serenity of riverfront 
living with the excitement and convenience of a downtown 
neighborhood. We’re located just minutes from the area colleges, 
Church Street Marketplace and Fletcher Allen Health Care. 
Choose from 12 floor plans, including loft-style homes and 
one-story layouts. Prices rangę from 
$200,000 - $600,000. 


For morę information, cali 
802.654.7444 or visit our 
riverfront preview center. 

cascadesvt.com 


the Cascades 

at Winooski Falls 



\UU Know What Thef Sąy 

Life Begins 
FORJtBELfllK; 





★ www.stormykromer.com ★ 
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A Different Drummer 

al 


Iconoclastic but 


W hen Marlboro College held its 
first graduation in 1948, Hugh 
Mulligan showed up wear- 
ing a cap and gown he had borrowed 
from a Bennington student. To get it, 
he loaned her the contraband copy of 
Henry Miller's erotic "Tropie of Can- 
cer" that he had smuggled back from 
his wartime service in France. He was 
the only graduate, and six decades later 
he's still impressed by the dignitaries 
Marlboro President Walter Hendricks 
assembled for the occasion. They in- 
cluded Gov. Ernest W. Gibson Jr., Sen. 
George Ailcen and the presidents of 
both Harvard and Yale, along with 
Robert Frost, who wrote a poem for the 


occasion, and Dorothy Canfield Fisher, ' 
who told the gathering: "Trust in God, 
she'11 be with you always." 

Now, as Marlboro marks its 60th an- 
niversary, he's also impressed by the 
stability and respect it has achieved. ' 
"It's good that it's lasted," says Mul- 
ligan, who went on to get graduate 
degrees from Harvard and Boston Uni- 
yersity, report from 146 countries for 
The Associated Press and write "Been 

j 

Everywhere — Got Nowhere," a mem- 
oir of a life spent in journalism. "Pm 
very proud of what they've done." 

What they did was to build a school ' 
that famed economist John Kenneth '. 
Galhraith would cali one of the "jew- 


rigorous, Marlboro College celebrates 60 

By Tony Marro 
Photographed by Kindra Clineff 





















els of American education , 77 and The 
Princeton Review would praise for 
'the rigor of its academic program, its 
philosophy of self-governance, and 
students who value learning for its 
own sake / 7 

Marlboro College took shape on a 
hill farm in southeastern Vermont 
where Hendricks had summered for 
years, and there 7 s something uniąuely 
Vermont in its roots. The collection of 
white clapboard buildings on Potash 
Hill looks like a smali village. It's gov- 
erned in part by monthly "town meet- 
ing 77 forums in which students, faculty, 
grounds crews and kitchen workers 
all have a vote. Lisa Christensen, the 
schooPs chief advancement officer, 
says it was forged by 77 a combination of 
Yankee frugality and a do-it-yourself 
attitude 77 that continues today. 

The idea for Marlboro sparked in Bi¬ 
arritz, France. The war in Europę had 
ended, and the Army was creating a 
7 university 77 abroad for soldiers who 
weren 7 t needed in the South Pacific 
but didn 7 t have enough service time 
to rotate back home. Hendricks, an 
Amherst graduate and Chaucer scholar, 
headed the English department. As he 
watched villas being turned into class- 
rooms and hotels into dormitories, he 
hegan thinking about turning his farm 
linto a college. The GI Bill had been 
passed in 1944, and there would be a 
jsudden flood of tuition money avail- 
i able for yeterans who wanted it. 

When he returned to Vermont, Hen¬ 
dricks set about converting a farm- 
house into a dormitory, a barn into 
i classrooms, and a stable into a library. 
■The school opened in September 1947, 
łwith 50 students, 35 of them yeterans. 
jThese included, according to Marl- 
Iboro lorę, two deer hunters who had 
|wandered onto the campus and were 
Jsigned up by Hendricks when he found 
they had GI Bill benefits due them. 

A school filled with combat yeterans 
couldn't be run with 7/ in loco parentis" 
irules, and town meeting governance 
Icame into being. The smali classes re- 
isulted in spirited discussions rather 
jthan lectures. Everyone ate together 
in the same dining hall, and a sense of 
Icommunity ąuickly formed. The stu¬ 
dents watched the school being built 
;around them, much of the work done 
by Marlboro handyman Lulce Dalrym- 
; ple. There are buildings at Ivy League 
Jschools named for Colonial heroes, but 
Marlboro 7 s Dalrymple Hall is named 
•for the carpenter who turned a barn 
into classrooms. 



REPORT CARD 
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Marlboro College makes the grade with The Princeton Review, scoring 
highly in categories both serious and whimsical. 

The review 7 s "Best 366 Colleges" for 2008 puts Marlboro: 

♦ No. 7 in "class discussions encouraged" 

♦ No. 11 in "their students never stop studying" (just behind No. 10 
Middlebury College) 

♦ No. 15 in "professors get high marks" 

♦ No. 13 in "Birkenstock-wearing, tree-hugging, clove-smoking 
vegetarians" 

♦ No. 4 in "nobody plays intramural sports" 

♦ No. 2 in "dodgeball targets" 

Another review book, "Best Northeastern Colleges: 222 Select Schools 
to Consider," ranks Marlboro 98 out of a possible 100 for its 
academic rating along with such schools as Wellesley College, Vassar and 
the United States Military Academy (West Point). 

Marlboro President Ellen McCulloch-Lovell (opposite, below) says on the 
college^ website she is delighted with the rankings honoring academic and 
classroom achievements, "and yes, we are different enough to be proud of 
rating second in the 'dodgeball targets 7 category." 
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SKI VERMONT 

It's Winter in its Original State 



Discover 


miles & miles of trails to talce 
ijo u a million miles awaij. 

Our Nordic Sld Center offers lOOlcm 
of pristine trails, epuipment rentals, 


3na 

fam 


mstruction, retail snop, lunch at th< 
Slayton Pasture Cabm and 
clean fun for the whole 



$900 Reward for Protecting 
The Catamount Trail 

Join the Catamount Trail Association and receive discounts 
worth over $900, including half price Alpine and Nordic skiing, 
discounts at many sport retailers, and much morę. 


YERMONT 


ivww.CatamountTrail.org 


www.VermontVacation.com 

1-800-VERMONT 


300 Miles of Cross-country 
and Backcountry Skiing 
the Lengtb of Wermont 
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VACATION where you live 
LIYE where you vacation. 


visit www.skivefmont.com 



Mjoujwmii top 

IMM fr RESORT 7^ 


800.445.2100 «&■ www.mountaintopinn.com 


Just a short drive from Killington 


Nordic Ski & 
Snowshoe Center 


fatdhUkiłg Mdml fałdy, Uwy Smdk, fatty 
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GRAFTON PONDS 

NORDIC SKI & MOUNTAIN BIKE CTR. 

• 30k of groomed trails; including 5k 
with snowmaking 

• Pond ice skating 

• 600-ft. tubing run 

• 15k of snowshoe trails 

• Base lodge with a complete ski center 



802-843-2400 • www.graftonponds.com 

783 Townshend Road • Grafton, VT 05146 
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LEARNING 


COLE 


The early days were lean. The library 
was stocked with discards from the 
Brooks Memoriał Library in nearby 
Brattleboro, students slept in tents bor- 
rowed from the National Guard, and 
finances were shaky. 

Hendricks, though regarded by some 
as a visionary and superb teacher, was 
pushed out by the trustees in 1950 for 
letting expansion plans get ahead of 
economic realities. It was a constant 
theme: The school spent decades on 
the brinlc, saved repeatedly at the last 
minutę by benefactors writing checks, 
by faculty members agreeing to take 
pay cuts and by the loyalty of the stu¬ 
dents, who kept returning in spite of 
the uncertainty. 

As postwar America changed, Mar¬ 
lboro eventually became known as 
a free-spirited place, where alterna- 
tive lifestyles, recreational drugs, ca- 
sual nudity (nalced Frisbee was a rite 
of spring) and sexual diversity were 
not only accepted but applauded. Be- 
cause students could shape their own 
courses of study, it attracted the highly 
creative. There were no fraternities or 
sororities and nothing in the way of se- 
rious athletics. The soccer team called 
itself the "Fighting Dead Trees." 

This lack of convention sometimes 
masked the reality that Marlboro (also 
home to the esteemed chamber mu¬ 
sie academy in summer) was built on 
an Oxford-style tutorial system that 
I was challenging and tightly knit, with 
I about 330 students enjoying a student- 
I faculty ratio of about 8 -to-l. It was 
I a place where Latin and Greek were 
I being taught, and where close to 70 
I percent of graduates were going on for 
I advanced degrees. 

Today, the college is led by Presi- 
I dent Ellen McCulloch-Lovell, a for- 
I mer chief-of-staff to Sen. Patrick 
I Leahy who also headed the Vermont 
I Arts Council and spent seven years 
\ in the Clinton administration work- 
ing on educational, cultural and arts 
j programs. 

Increasing the endowment — now 
i about $32 million, up from $17 mil- 
\ lion three years ago — is a major goal, 
(j and the hope, of course, is to sustain 
f Marlboro^ traditions and its place in 
^yermont. "The morę trends go the 
; other way," says McCulloch-Lovell, 
■"the morę I believe there must be a 
Marlboro." ^ 



THE WEATHER H1LL CO. 

Classic architectural design, restoration, 
consulting and construction services. 
Traditional Design/Build 

Please contact us at: 

Post Office Box 113 
Charlotte, Vermont 05445 
802.425.2095 

wwc weatherhillcompany.com 



CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT 

RES1DENTIAL HISTORIC PRESERYATION 


Building ąuality, 
environmentally conscious 
homes that 
excel in performance. 



802.362.0096 

www.colecompanyinc.com 



The VERSATILE DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER... 

cuts down and chops up tali, wiry field grasses — 
even 2-l/2"-thick hardwood saplings! 


NEW powerful TOW-BEHIND 
models also available! 


• RECLAIMS meadows, 
roadsides, fencelines, trails, 
pond edges, and woodlots...ąny area 
too overgrown for ordinary mowers! 

• PIVOTING MOWER DECK 

follows the ground without scalping. 

• MULCHES most vegetation into smali pieces. 

• 4 SPEEDS, POWER-REVERSE! 

up to 17 HP, engines! 

• CONVERTS IN SECONDS without tools 
to a lawn mower, snów thrower, or generator! 

Cali Toll-Free for Fuli FREE Details 

1-888-208-5754 " 

YES! Please send me your FREE Catalog and DVD 
*1 about your versatile Walk-Behind and new Tow-Behind 
DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER models, including 
factory direct savings now in effect. 

J Name____ 

Address____ 

£ City_ 

L E-mail_ 


. State _ 


"DR POWER EQUIPMENT Dept. 59747X 
! 127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 

Mow while you ride on your ATV or lawn tractor. www.DRfieldbrush.com C 2007 CHP, Inę g_ 
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CALENDAR OF WINTER EYENTS 


By Lise Markus 

ec. 8-9: Vermonł Norłh by Hand Open Studio 
Weekend, Bradford, Corinłh, Fairlee, Newbury, 
Orange and Topsham. Tour 20 artists' studios tucked 
away in the hills of Orange County. Yoi/ll find a variety of 
media including photography, handmade paper, painting, ce- 
ramics, furniture, botanical prints and etching. Watch demos of 
artists at work and enjoy food at the Corinth Town Hall. Maps 
are available at Vermont information and welcome centers or 
by calling 222-5798. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 



Dec. 31: First Night Burlington. Ring in the new year at Burlington's substance- 
free community-wide arts celebration. Morę than 1,000 artists entertain all ages in 25 
venues throughout downtown. Highlights include Burlington Taiko, Kilimanjaro, Tammy 
Fletcher, Patti Casey, fireworks displays and the Drums & Dragons paradę on the Church 
Street Marketplace. Noon-midnight. 863-6005. www.FirstNightBurlington.com. 


Target 

Audience 

Clad in pj’s, deer 
season widows go 
bargain hunting 

By MELANIE MENAGH 
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Jan. 11 ; Golden Dragon Acrobats of China, Flynn Center, Burling¬ 
ton. Dramatic acrobatics, juggling, traditional dance and theater combine with ancient 
and contemporary musie. 8 p.m. 863-5966. www.flynncenter.org. 




Jan. 18-26: Stowe Winter 
Carnival. "Stowe Away the Blues" 
with zany sports events such as the 
Snowvolleyball Tournament and 
Snowgolf Calcutta; watch ice- carv- 
ing demonstrations or Warren Miller 
| ski movies or join in a ski race. 

2 Children's activities include games, 
o a sock hop and youth hockey. Main 
I Street is blocked off for a paradę, 

& dance and fireworks on the finał 
| night of the event. (800) 247-8693. 

S www.stowecarnival.com. 

o 


eb. Ario Guthrie, Chandler Musie Hall, Randolph. The son of Woody 
Guthrie, Ario established his own enduring style of folk-pop with the Woodstock era hit 
"Alice's Restaurant Massacree." 7:30 p.m. 728-6464. www.chandler-arts.org. 


tir 


G athered under a glaring bulb, 
shadowy figures shuffle and 
stamp in the November chill, 
their conversation carried on clouds of 
breath through the icy air. A palpable 
sense of anticipation buzzes through 
this sorority of stalwarts, fortified 
against the pre-dawn darkness with 
hats, mittens and parkas. Out from un¬ 
der each jacket appear two flannel-clad 
legs — this pair sporting reindeer, that 
pair displaying teddy bears sleeping on 
clouds. Their feet are also decked out in L 
decidedly un-outdoorsy wear: Mickey is 
Mouse slippers, fluffy pink bunny boo- sa 
ties, cozy fleece moccasins. The crowd ai 
hears a noise from within, all talking m 
stops, the doors swing open. Let the 
shopping begin! g. 

Every year just when hunting season 3: 
rolls around, Kennedy Brothers Mar- ta 
ket in Vergennes opens its doors before t| 
daybreak for the come-as-you-are Early b 
Bird Holiday Sale. The event attracts u 
hundreds of customers. Smart shop- t 
pers can save up to 50 percent on year- t 
old items that are cached throughout : 
the storę, marked with colored dots, n 
waiting to be discovered by luck or per- (j 
sistence. Doors open at 6 a.m., and if 
you come as you are, you get an extra ; 
10 percent off any purchase — hence a 
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the sleepy-bear jammies and bunny 
slippers. There are also dozens of door 
prizes, raffles, special promotions and 
free coffee and bagels. 

Beyond the discounts and freebies, 
the Kennedy Brothers sale is an annual 
holiday ritual shared among family 
and friends. Kelly Burkette, Margaret 
Kennedy and Hilary Devos, all 16, are 
second- and third-generation early bird 
shoppers. Kennedy's mother, like many 
shoppers, performs presale reconnais- 
sance. "My mom comes the day before 
to checlc out all the things," Kennedy 



says. "She tells me the stuff she wants, 
and where it is, so I can get it fast." All 
dthree agree that the relaxed dress codę 


Bennington Winterfest. Bring the family and join Bennington's town- 
wide celebration of all things wintry. Watch the ice-sculpting contest, warm yourself by a 
bonfire and make s'mores, take a wagon or sleigh ride, join in the chili-tasting contest or 
tour the Bennington Museum (free admission). Other highlights include: sugar on snów, 
children's activities and a Penguin Plunge to benefit the Vermont Special Olympics. Fri., 
4-6 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-2 p.m. 447-3311. 
www.bennington.com/winterfest. 


TD Banknorłh Crafftsbury 
Marałhon, Crafftsbury Common. 

Join in or cheer them on at the largest cross- 
country ski race in the eastern U.S. This 
classical technique cross-country ski tour 
and race wends its way through stunning 
Northeast Kingdom upland countryside from 
Greensboro to Craftsbury Common. Racers 
choose either a 25- or 50-kilometer course; 
the touring option is 25 kilometers. Online 
registration began Nov. 1 and is limited to 
1,000 participants. 586-7767. 
www.craftsbury.com/skiing/marathon. 

aj 
o 

Z Mardi Gras at Mount 

o 

Snów, West Dover. Let the good times 
roli! Face painting, a costume contest and a 
bead throwing paradę are just a few of the daytime activities that families can enjoy. The 
evening features a Mardi Gras bali with live musie and the crowning of the Mardi Gras 
King and Queen. 800-245-SNOW. www.mountsnow.com. 



What: Kennedy Brothers Market 
When: Nov. 10, 2007 
Where: Vergennes 
Twist: Doors open 6 a.m., 
discounts for those who "come as 
they are" in sleepwear, long johns 
and the like 

Information: (802) 877-2975, 
www.kennedy-brothers.com 

_ 

Is a bonus. "Tm loving being in p/s," 
Isays Devos, indicating her long johns 
and fluffy slippers. "It kind of malces it 
morę exciting." 

The Early Bird Sale was insti- 
gated by Win Grant, who bought the 
35,000-square-foot Kennedy Brothers 
.factory (originally a creamery, early in 
(the last century) in 1969. At the time 
jhe purchased it, the factory was churn- 
ling out wooden home products such as 
towel racks, bowls and utensils. How- 
sver, with low-priced overseas competi- 
tors undermining the business, Grant 
ineeded a new purpose for the factory. 

t lltimately, he decided to turn the vast 
pen areas into an antiąues mail, then 
dded crafts and gift stalls, which now 
Łccount for most of the market vendors. 


Cooper-Drucker-Walsh Trio, Unitarian Church, Montpelier. 

The popular Capital City Concerts series brings top-notch talent to central Vermont. The 
trio of violinist, Eugene Drucker; cellist, Roberta Cooper; and pianist, Dianę Walsh will 
play Schubert, Martinu and Dvorak with Montpelier's Karen Kevra on flute. 4 p.m. Tickets 
are available (while they last) at the door or by calling 
229-0492. www.capitalcityconcerts.org. 

Throughouł the Season: Adams Farm Sleigh Rides, Wilmington. 

Adams Farm offers the quintessential sleigh ride through the woods to a cozy cabin where 
you can drink hot chocolate and warm yourself by the fire. They offer evening sleigh rides 
for groups as well as romantic sleigh rides for two Tuesday through Sunday. Fudge fondue 
sleigh rides are available Wednesday evenings. Cali for reservations: 

464-3762. www.adamsfamilyfarm.com. 



For morę events or information, visit 

www.VermontLife.com 





























EventsAttractions 


* bennington 
potters 



MAP LOCATION 
OF ADVERTISERS 

1 Johnson/Jeffersonville 

2 Burlington 

3 Essex 

4 Waterbury/Stowe 

5 Cabot 

6 St. Johnsbury 

7 Shelburne/Charlotte 

8 Vergennes/Ferrisburgh 

9 Middlebury/Bristol 

10 Barre/Montpelier 

11 Norwich/White River 

12 Rutland/Killington/Proctor 

13 Woodstock/Ouechee 

14 Ascutney/Windsor 

15 Okemo/Ludlow/Weston 

16 North Springfield 

17 Bellows Falls, Grafton 

18 Manchester 

19 Putney 

20 Marlboro/Wilmington 

21 Bennington 

22 Lakę Champlain Islands 

23 Brattleboro 

24 Tunbridge 

25 Tinmouth 

26 Jay 


River Jct. 
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Rutland 







Vermont’s hist 


Smell the scents from a generał storę. 
Send a telegraph. Sit in a WWII living room, 
see a movie about the Great Flood of ‘27 or 
listen to Yermont voices of the 20th century. 


Next to the State House, Montpelier. 

(802)828-2291 

www.vermonthistory.org 


HISTORICAL 

-SOCIETY-s 


Map 10 



history 

tours 

shopping 


We have a special gift to tl 
Yermont Life readers 
who bring in this ad! 


open every day 

benningto npot ters.com 

324 County Street, Bennington, Vermont 
800-205-8033 


Map 21 
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HOTDOGGIN 


Stephen Huneck Gallery 

Woodciit Pnnts, Handmade Fumiturc and 
Umque Gifts tor Dog Lovers. Dogs Welcome! 

OurNew Imitkm! Dog Mountain 
57 Mountain Rd 1 4j Rarks Rd 

Stawę, VT Saint Johnsbury VT 

802253.9413 8(50.449.2580 


Visit us online atwww dogr 


mteom 


Map 4, 6 
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*tDie cF£e3evm<iub 

(cfłl4L tBoł) 

Cpaetta tif Johana St*aus» • Simę in Łnętish. 

A hoftdacf toast to tke /le,oo tfear/ 

Dec 30, 2007 Jan 5, 2008 

Paramount Theatre Weston Playhouse 
Rutland Weston 

Sponsored in part by VT Country Storę 


802 8243821 

www . operatheatreofweston, com 


Map 12,15 


Come pkywithus! 


We have it ali... 

1800 7 Yertical 
57 Trails with 6 Lifts 
95 % Snowmaking Coverage 
Diverse Terrain For All Abii 
Rip Zonę Terrain Park - Tubing 
Cross Country and Snowshoe Ti 
Fitness Centir with Heated Pooi and Spa 

100% SlOPEDSIDE ACC0M0DATI0NS 
Multiple Restaurants 



^\SCUTNEY 

X,MOUNTAIN RESORT 

Your Four Season ♦♦♦♦ Destinatton Resort 

Brownsville, Vermont 800-243-0011 

Log-on To Win a Vacation Getaway! 
WWW.ASCUTNEY.C0W 

Map 14 


EYENTS 


Merchandise covers every corner of 
the cavernous interior, and ranges from 
tchotchlces to treasures. Find sump- 
tuously detailed wooden dollhouses, 
creche figures and other holiday dec- 
orations, or John Deere parapherna- 
lia. There are hand-knit baby booties, 
a teddy bear that reads aloud "Twas 
The Night Before Christmas," art 
and antiąues, recliners, dried flower 
arrangements, vintage posteards and 
magazines — a dizzying array of col- 
lectibles, housewares and gifts. 

The Early Bird Sale got going after 
Grant read an article about a similar 
event and decided to try it out at his 
storę. It was an instant success. "We 
have it on the first day of (rifle) deer 
season," he explains. "The deer hunt- 
ing widows come out. Christmas Club 
(members) come out. People who like 


negligee and a full-length minie coat. 
Longtime employee Elaine Russell re- 
members the year "a woman came in a 
red teddy. Her husband brought her and 
he was really proud." Another time, a 
man arrived for Christmas shopping 
wearing only his birthday suit. 

Market employees show up on 
Thursday night. Grant provides pizza, 
drinks, lights and ladders for every- 
one to deck the halls. The Staff also 
gets the chance to do some presale 
shopping. "I spent $200 already," says 
Kennedy Brothers' employee Kathy 
Douglas, "and I'm not finished." 

Amy and Marti Wolcheski drove five 
hours from Wallingford, Conn. "To¬ 
day^ my anniversary," Marti notes. 
"I always bring my husband back a 
big hunk of cheese and lcnickknacks." 
The cheese is madę upstairs by Car- 


Merchandise covers every corner of the cavernous interior, 
and ranges from tchotchlces to treasures. 


to shop early come out. They come 
around in costume, and see all their 
neighbors." 

The shoppers are also doing the ven- 
dors a favor. "They scrounge around 
and puli all our old merchandise that 
hasn't sold in the past year," says Grant, 
noting that he sees many returnees 
who have developed distinctive strate- 
gies over the years. Dianę Lashaway, 
who drove over from Moriah, N. Y., 
in her red nightie, asserts: "I've been 
coming for years. I get up at four and 
we're first or second in linę, usually. I 
have the items I want already picked 
out, so I don't waste any time." 

Lissa Gębo, in from Ferrisburgh 
with her mother Elysse, prefers the 
serendipitous approach. "I never come 
early," Lissa insists. "It takes the sur- 
prise out of it. It's much morę fun when 
you pick up something and see, 'Wow, 
it's a bargain.'" 

" We've done it for at least eight years," 
Elysse adds. "The hunters woke us ; my 
grandson was up at 4:30. We come at 
6 and usually go out to hreakfast af¬ 
ter. We look forward to it." Lissa likes 
the atmosphere: "It's homier," she says. 
"Better than going to a mail. And the 
pajamas are wonderful, really comfort- 
able. If you're not in your pajamas, you 
feel out of place." 

Not everyone's pj's are flannel. One 
year, the Gebos spotted a lady in a 


leton Yoder, whose Champlain Valley 
Creamery operates from a second floor 
perch in the building. He gets all his 
materials from a single organie farm 
in Bridport. "We make cheese the old 
way, at a Iow temperaturę," says Yoder. 
"It's very inefficient, but we do smali 
batches of high-quality." 

Other Vermont products include 
Marianne's Sol Matę Socks, madę 
in South Strafford; jewelry crafted 
by Hawk Valley Trading in Bridport; 
body products from Vermont Bee Balm 
Company in Craftsbury; and Kennedy 
Brothers own mustard, horseradish 
jam and mapie pumpkin bread. 

Waiting to pay, buddies Millie, 
Cheryl and Connie heave six bags fuli 
of gifts onto the counter. The regis¬ 
ter spits out a yard of cashier's tape. 
The early bird experience is especially 
comforting for this trio. "We're in 
the military," Connie explains. "My 
husband's deployed in Iraq. I bought 
a lot of Vermont stuff to send to him. 
I have to get all the Christmas pack- 
ages out by December fourth, so this 
is perfect." 

"It was really great to open a package 
and see all the things and know they 
came from here," says Cheryl, whose 
friends sent Kennedy Brothers gifts 
while she was overseas. "It madę me 
think about all our traditions, and feel 
a little closer to home." # 


m 


WINTER 2007'2008 • 87 


























VERMOyT 

Ewents Attractions 



Ifyou love to bakę... 
orjust love to eatl 

KinGj4rjhur:Floiii 

Bakery • Storę • School 

Norwich, Vermont . 802.649.3361 
www.kingarthurflour.com 

Storę and Bakery hours: 
Monday-Saturday 8:30 am to 6 pm 
Sunday 8:30 am to 4 pm 

© The King Arthur Flour Company, Inc. - 2005 
Map 1 1 



FACTORY STORĘ 

Monday-Saturday 9-5 & Sunday 10-4 
Closed Mondays March - June 
P.O. Box 612 • 51 Lower Main, East 
Johnson, Vermont 05656 

Toll Free: 1 -877-635-WOOL (9665) 
Phone: 802-635-2271 • Fax: 802-635-7092 

Email: woolens4u@pshift.com 
www.johnsonwoolenmills.com 

Map 1 



PUTNEY VERMONT 
•fro&f- ?ok h Ofc 

Breakfast 7:00-11:30 ♦ Lunch 11:30-3:00 
802-387-2200 On the Tavern Green 


off Interstate 91 

PutneylCoop 

Natural and Delicious • Grocery & Deli 
802-387-5866 www.putneycoop.com 


PENELOPE WURR GLASS THE PUTNEY DINER 


Fine Contemporary Glass & Furnishings 
802-387-5607 www.penelopewurr.com 


Homemade Comfort Food, with Pies! 
802-387-5433 www.theputneydiner.com 


Qfferlngs Jewelry _ J. D. McCliment’S Pub 


Gifts • Cards • Treasures 
802-387-4566 www.ofFeringsjewelry.com 


Heartstone Books & A Good Yarn 

Books New and Used ♦ Yarn Shop 
802-387-2100 Open 10am-6pm Daily 


Spirits ♦ Food • Musie 

802-387-4499 www.jdmcclimentspub.com 


A Clothing, Jewelry and Gift Boutiąue 
802-387-4149 Downtown Putney 


Map 19 
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A Refresning Świece For 
" tlEAS , IhFORMMIOM & IlUHRMlOH " 



Home and Garden fiupply Co 

Your Complełe Garden Center... 

Plus Fun s Unique Gifts for the Home Too ! 

Cut Flowers 8 Arrangements for all Oecasions 
Furniture and Homo Docor for Indoor and Outdoor Living. 

802457-2505 • www.riverbendvermont.eom 
Rte. 12 N Between Woodstock and Barnard VT. 


Exjoy ^ 


Map 13 



with North America s 
finest collection of 
birds of prey 


Tour our 18 enclosures 
with 34 birds of prey 


Daily LIVE raptor 
demonstrations 

Walking trails along the 
Ottauquechee River 


Beautiful butterfly & 
hummingbird garden 

I0am - 5pm • 7 days/week 
May - Oct.; Please cali 
for Winter hours 


Mop 13 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN REAL ESTATE 









Lang 

McLaughry 
Spera ^ 


MOUNTAIN VIEW 

Tastefully renovated south-facing 
3 bedroom home with stainless 
appliances, hardwood floors, 
kitchen and baths finished with 
granite and siatę! Includes a smali 
barn and spectacular views from the 
ridge of the 43.8± acres. Hartland. 
$1,395,000. 


COLD COMFORT FARM 

Authentic, c. 1815 4 bedroom 
farmhouse tastefully updated 
while retaining original character 
and charm! True country living in 
a pastorał setting with 7± sheep- 
grazed acres and a fabulous barn- 
art-studio-gallery. Stowe. 

$1,250,000. 


BURLINGTON VICTORIAN 

Thischarming 1896 brick and marble 
home on the hill offers 5 bedrooms, 
5.5 baths and incredible woodwork. 
High-quality, elegance and ambiance 
plus all modern conveniences 
including a smali carriage house 
and gardens! Burlington. 

$1,375,000. 


OH ... THE VIEWS 

In a beautiful 5.2± acre setting with 
a pond, waterfall and dramatic 
mountain views, this 4 bedroom 
home offers a den with custom 
cherry built-ins, a home office, a 
large entertainment room, a 2-car 
garage and a barn! Stowe. 

$1,600,000. 


DRIFTLEDGE 

This meticulously updated 1830s 
brick farmhouse with 4 bedrooms, 
3 baths, an exquisite kitchen and 
25± acres is an opportunity to 
enjoy the best of old and new. 
In-ground pool, two 1790s barns, 
pastures, trails. Hurry! Westford. 
$749,900. 


DOG WOOD RUN 

New construction in harmony 
with surrounding 20± acres, stone 
walls and pond. Vaulted ceilings, 
soaring fireplace, master suitę with 
exercise room, plus caretaker’s 
cottage. In the country but only 10 
minutes from Stowe. Morristown. 

$1,600,000. 


SOUTH MEADOW FARM 

This welcoming 173± acre private 
sanctuary at the end of a tree- 
lined lane includes a stately main 
residence, guest cottage, finished 
barns and an indoor riding arena. 
Views, orchards, ponds and stone 
walls add serenity. Hartland. 
$2,750,000 


SHELBURNE CLIFFS ON 
LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN 

Lovely, spacious townhomes on 
Lakę Champlain! Play tennis, swim 
in the pool or from the dock, sail, 
stroił the 6.6± manicured acres. 
Or, relax by the fireplace with a 
book and a panorama of the lakę 
and the mountains! Shelburne. 
$850,000-$1,150,000. 


TRANQUILITY LODGE 

Private, spacious new Adirondack- 
style home with every amenity 
and detail. Quality materials and 
appliances, open-concept rooms, 
gourmet kitchen and an in-door 
swimming pool! In upscale 
Quechee Lakes with year-round 
activities. Quechee. 

$1,700,000. 


CLYDE RIVER FARMS 

Magical 1,400± acre farm with long 
road and river frontage, multiple 
buildings, farm equipment, stocked 
pond, barn and 300± acres ofchain- 
link fence and a corral for animals. 
The property also includes Staff 
housing. West Charleston. 

$3,400,000. 


An Affilliate Of 

M 

Lang, Lion & Davis 


PIPPIN INN 

This antique contemporary home 
offers privacy amid stone walls! 
Detailed doors, 5 fireplaces, 
artistically-designed floors and a 
formal center hall are highlights - 
besides the 7 bedrooms and 5,900± 
s.f. of living space! Quechee. 
$1,400,000. 


LAKĘ CHAMPLAIN 
OVERLOOK 

A truły remarkable property with 
28± pastorał acres in a prestigious 
Charlotte location with panoramie 
views of Lakę Champlain, the 
Adirondacks and Mt. Philo. The 
contemporary farmhouse offers 
3,500 s.f. of living space. Charlotte. 
$1,250,000. 


LUXURY 

PORT/DLIO ' 

FINE PROPERTY COLLECTION 

802 - 846-7939 • 1 - 800 - 876-6447 
www. LangLionDayis. com 
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Berg, Carmolli & Kent Real EState 
PEACE OF MIND 

www.BCKrealestate.com 

.IVJR 

86 North Main Street, Barre (802) 479-3366 *15 State Street, Montpelier (802) 229-4242 
21 North Main Street, Waterbury (802) 241-2000 • 42 Main Street, Rochester (802) 767-9900 


Independence. 

You’re Independent. We are too. 

Learning to ride your bike, getting a driver’s license, graduating from school, earning your first paycheck, buying your first home... 
all steps along the road to declaring your independence. You’re independent. At BCK Real Estate, we are too. Independent. And 
proud of it. During a time when it’s popular for real estate companies to diversify their business interests, we continue to focus on 
one thing, superior real estate brokerage. Because BCK is locally owned and independent, we tap into our knowledge of the local 
market to make our decisions. This translates into morę flexibility for our customers. If dealing with an independent real estate 
company makes as much sense to you as it does to us, stop by soon and shake hands with sonie people who still believe in the 

American Dream a much as you do. 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN REAL ESTATE 


When you’re ready for your Vermont 
dream...we’re ready to make it come true. 


Adirondack & Lakę Sunsets 

Shingle style home by Hubbard 
Construction. Adirondack, Lakę, and Green 
Mountain views. Overlooks the 17th 
fairway of Vermont National. Fantastic 
neighborhood next to bike paths, walking 
trails and adjacent to beautiful recreation 
facilities. $1,168,300 




Contemporary Home in Shelburne 

Spectacular Contemporary home to be 
completed May 2008 will feature 4 bedrooms 
and 3.5 baths. Open floor plan, yellow birch 
floors and numerous built-ins throughout. 
Property consists of 28 acres with 
panaromic views of the Green Mountains. 
$1,495,000 


COLDUieU. 

BANKeRO 


HICKOK & BOARDMAN 
REALTY 


Brian Boardman, Realtor 

802-846-9510 

brian@brianboardmanvt.com 

www.BrianBoardmanVt.com 



Ultimate Privacy, 
Peace & Quiet! 

Exquisite 15 acres with pro- 
tected long-range mountain 
and valley views. Located 
near trails, tennis, golfing, 
skiing, shops and restau- 
rants. This 4 bedroom, 
4 bath home offers open 
floor plan, and much morę. 
Randolph $636,000 


A FishermarTs 
Paradise! 

Two-year old home with 
sun-filled rooms, custom oak 
kitchen cabinets, maple/oak 
floors, 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
2-car garage, all on a spa- 
cious 1-acre lot. 

Barnet $464,200 




ERA 


“Always There For You”® 

ERA Home Town Realty 

802 728-7008 

Marybeth.Tevis@ERA.com 
Yisit Yermont at www.ERAvt.com 


Representing fine homes and properties throughout Yermont. 



tately 18th Century 
Manchester Village presence 

• 13-room Federal offers five 
fireplaces • Two primary suites 

• English kitchen • Carriage 
house cottage • Sheltered 
artist's/writer’s studio 

• Grounds designed for 
entertaining with century-old 
croquet courts, lush formal 
gardens, stone walls and spring- 
fed pools. Exclusive $ 1,350,000 


^ Josiah Allen Real Estate 

In and about Dorset, Manchester and Southern Yermont 


802.867.5555 / www.josiahallen.com / Route 30, Dorset, VT 05251 



Common Rooftop View 
16 Residential Loft Condominiums 

St. Paul Street, Burlington, Vermont 


THE 

HINDS 

LOFTS 

URBAN LOFT LIVING 

802.658.7400 x20 


thehindslofts.com 

_ 
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GREEN MOUNTAIN REAL ESTATE 


KENNEBUNK: 
"WINNOW HILL FARM" 

Is a significant and historie 80 Acre 
farm commanding pastorał views 
of fields/woods. The residence has 
been restored, incorporating the 
latest amenities while retaining 
character. Also included is an in ground pool and fabulous 
barns and outbuildings. $1,195,000. 



KENNEBUNKPORT: 

THE COTTAGE AT CABOT COVE 

The “Float-in Cottage” is a rare 
find! Enjoy a nautical decor and 
feel as though you are about to set 
out to sea, especially with the near- 
by dock. This home has been in 
several magazines, and is being sold fully furnished. There is an 
excellent rental history with onsight management. $685,000 




Your kcy to life in Coastal Mainc 


Jct. Of Rtes. 9 & 35, 
Kennebunk, Maine 
PH: 207-967-5481 
FAX 207-967-2940 
www.kennebunkbeachrealty.com 
OPEN7DAYS AWEEK 


Bistro dinner (5-minute walk) 

Fresh produce at the FarmeFs Market (1-minutę walk) 
Football gamę at Middlebury College (11-minutę walk) 
Naturę trail around Middlebury (as long as you want) 

Walk Home. 


The simplicity and elegance of downtown liying 
on the banks of Otter Creek. 

Spacious 1,2 and 3 bedroom homes starting at $244,500. 



Yisit marbleworksresidences.com for open house hours or 
cali Ingrid P. Jackson for an appointment 


802.388.4242 
A MARBLE WORKS 

RESIDENCES 


Custom Designed House & Barn Frames 
Authentically joined in the Yermont Tradition 



LIBERTY 

HEAD 

POST 6 BEAM, INC. 

Cali 802-434-2120 

or send $5 for our complete 
design portfolio. 

P.O. Box 68'V 
Huntington, VT 05462 

www.libertyheadpostandbeam.com 


concrete countertops 


11 

red concrete 

aesthetic concrete design 

www.redconcrete.com ■ 802.862.3676 


RED 

HOUSE 

FINE HOMEBUILDING 
& 

HISTORIC RESTORATION 


Burlington,VT 
802.651.0122 


































Landl/est 


Marketing Fine Homes, Land & Estates 
Valuation of Complex Properties 
CONSERVATION PlANNING 

Timberland Management & Marketing 



Charlotte, Yennont 


JUDGE GRISWOLD HOUSE 

Moved to its present location from Southern Vermont 
and expertly restored, the 2,500-square-foot three- 
bedroom, two fuli and one-half bath raain house fea- 
tures original details throughout. Located on 10 acres 
and surrounded by conserved land, the setting is pas¬ 
torał with views of Snake Mountain to the south. 
Separate but adjacent to the main house is an original 
two-story grain barn wonderfully transformed into 
an Office. $895,000 

Joyce C. Wallace 802-651-5394 



Williston, Vermont 

MEADOWRIDGE 


Exceptional ąuality is found throughout this custom 
built home to discerning owner s specifications. Built 
in 2002 by Borse Construction, this contemporary 
includes five bedrooms and five baths, a dramatic two- 
story living room, formal dining room, eat-in kitchen 
with granite countertops, Office, studio and screened 
porch overlooking the lovely private backyard and 
bluestone patio. Beautifully landscaped. Convenient, 
private location. $995,000 

Joyce C Wallace 802-651-5394 



Shoreham, Yennont 

DOOLITTLE FARM 

This gentleman s farm is a historie Vermont landmark 
with 180 acres of rolling, open and wooded larmland 
in the verdant Lakę Champlain Valley. The setting has 
panoramie views of the Adirondack and Green Moun- 
tains.The cl790 brick federal homestead, beautifully 
renovated by a master craftsman.has an open Georgian 
floor plan, 5 fireplaces and classic architectural detail. 
The farm includes period barns.a carriage house, horse 
stalls. workshop, pool and sugarhouse. $1,450,000 
Sloty Jenks 802-383-0131 



Shelburne, Yennont 

EASTLAKE 


ExceptionaIly unique Shelburne lakefront condo- 
minium offers a complete package with dock and 
mountain views. Originally an 1892 manor house 
and converted into five condominiums in 1983, 
this three+ floor, three-bedroom, three-bath unit 
retains much of the graceful original details while 
tastefully incorporating modern conveniences. A 
private bluestone patio offers dramatic lakę and 
mountain views. $1,190,000 


Wacie B.G Weathers, Jr. 802-651-5392 



Calais, Yennont 
REMEMBER KENT FARM 

Classic end-of-the-road hilltop setting with 4,000 ft.of 
frontage on Curtis Pond, the 5,()00-sq.-ft. cl876 resi- 
dence was magniflcently restored in 2001 and offers 
5 bedrooms,4.5 baths.a stunning mahogany-pancled 
library, master suitę with fireplace, office, family room, 
screened and open porches. Fabulous views, guest/ 
caretakers cottage, 13,000-sq.-ft.barn, greenhouse, 
tennis court, stables and fenced paddocks. A remark- 
ablc setting with total privacy. $2,250,000 

Wadę B.C. Weathers, Jr. 802-651-5392 


>r 

r 
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Ccwendish, Yennont 

BROOK FARM 


Elegant 20-room country estate on 60 acres is listed 
on the National Historie Trust. Architectural details 
include 10-foot ceilings with elaborate moldings, 
grand staircase, 8 fireplaces, paneled doors, wain- 
scoting and period fixtures. Includes 4-bedroom 
guest house, studio, horse barn,cow barn, outbuild- 
ings and pond. Conveniently situated 5 miles from 
Okemo Resorfs skiing and golf course and 20 miles 
from 1-91. $2,495,000 


Robert McLeish 802-362-0996 



Shelburne, Yennont 

THE WAIT HOUSE 

Built in 1930 by craftsmen of a bygone era, the 
2,500±-square-foot Cottage-style residence exudes 
character. Plaster walls, raised paneled wainscot- 
ing and detailed crown moldings are just a few 
of the details that make this home so special. 
Included are four bedrooms and five baths, a 
screened porch with expansive lakę views and a 
sandy beach with almost 300 feet of private lake- 
shore. $2,800,000 

Wadę B.C. Weathers, Jr. 802-651-5392 



STONELEDGE FARM 

Situated on five acres with 300 feet of easy access 
of Lakę Champlain frontage, Stoneledge includes 
a main farmhouse, separate one-bedroom summer 
house and barn. The 1890s farmhouse was gradu- 
ally expanded to include 11 rooms, six bedrooms 
and four baths. Many original details remain today. 
Located 20 minutes from Middlebury, 40 minutes 
from Burlington and one hour from skiing at Sugar- 
bush or Stowe. $1,225,000 

Wacie B.C. Weathers, Jr. 802-651-5392 



West Windsor, Yennont 
NORTH WIND FARM 
Handsome, light-filled, immaculate custom-built 
colonial home (14 rooms, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths) 
beautifully sited on 34± acres to take advantage of 
long-range mountain views. Lovely pond, antique 
barn with 7 stalls and 2 heated tack rooms, work- 
shop/studio space, stonewalls, excellent trail net- 
work access and close to Green Mountain Horse 
Association. Pastorał country living with great 
access to Interstate travel. $1,875,000 

Mary Ellen McCue 802-457-4977 


ulusire AffiUate of 

:hristie’s 

REAT ESTATES 


www.landvest.com 

Hfadquarters: Ten Post Office Square • Boston, MA 02109 • 617-723*1800 
Yermont Offices: Burlington 802-660-2900 • Manchester 802-362-0925 • Woodstock 802-457-4977 

















GREEN MOUNTAIN REAL ES TATĘ 



Vermont Frames will design, build and erect a 
traditional timber frame, from your plans or 
ours. We are the oldest timber frame company 
in Vermont, with 32 years experience and 
over 1100 frames erected thoughout the U.S. 
Affordable quality handcrafted frames 
Free brochure available 
Tel: 800-545-6290 Fax: 802-453-2339 
email: info@vtframes.com 


YERMONT FRAMES 

Box 100, Hinesburg, Yermont05461 »802-453-3727 


PHENOMENAL VIEWS 

Impressively built by owner/builder 
with the finest of materials and attention 
to detail. Top quality 3000 sq ft 5-star 
energy rated home featuring cathedral 
ceiling living rm w/fp, fabulous kitchen 
w/red birch cabinets, granite counters 
and commercial appliances. lst floor 
master bedroom suitę + 3 generous 
family bedrooms and 16x24 bonus rm. 

Minutes to Killington. $649,900. 

18 South Main St, Rutland Borkley 

(802) 775-6000 Yeller ffiHa 

www.bvandg.com & G reene 

REAL ESTATE 





NEW LONDON AGENCY 


E A L 


ESTATE 


Dream of Owning 
Your Own Island? 

Build your dream home 
overlooking Walker Pond. 
14-20 acres with beautiful 
fields and breathtaking views. 

Grantham, NH 
$275,000 

(Agent interest) 


Contact Sandy Webb • 603'763'7300 • sandywebb@newlondonagency.com 
1294 Route 11, Georges Mills, NH 03751 




fountains 


Plymouth/Reading 
354 Acres 

Wedged between 
Woodstock and 
Killington, this prop- 
erty offers wood- 
lands, stone walls 
and fine home sites. 
Price - $795,000 


7 Green Mountain Drive, Montpelier, 802 223-8644 

www.fountainsrealestate.com 


Vermont Marble 

Your direct source for custom kitchens, 
countertops, baths and tile 

Planning • Production • Installation 

m V M %Ze 

Custom Work 

800-427-1396 • www.vermont-marble.com 



A HOME FOR EVERYONE! 

3 bedroom, 2 bath home conveniently located at 
the base of Burkę Mountain and across from Burkę 
Mountain Academy. Mountain bike, cross country 
ski out the door! Minutes to ski slopes! Charming 
interior with fireplace, exposed beams, cathedral 
ceiling, wood floors, newly remodeled kitchen. 
Quiet neighborhood, ski community. -2577 East 
Burkę. MLS *2675729 $279,000. Cali Burkę. 


UNIQUE 



REAL ESTATE 


Peter D. Watson Agency, Inc. 


Burkę Office: 3965 VT Rt. 114. East Burkę, VT 05832, 
802-467-3939, e-mail realvt@nekrealestate.com. 
Hardwick Office: P.O. Box 1118, Hardwick, VT 05843, 
802-472-3338, e-mail watsonre@together.net. 
Greensboro Office: P.O. Box 158, Greensboro, VT 05841 
802-533-7077, e-mail wags@together.net. 
www.northemvtrealestate.com 






94 • YERMONT LIFE 






























































VERMONT LIFE 

CLASSIFIED 

To adyertise write: Vermont Life Classifieds, 

PO Box 283, Vergennes, VT 05491; 
or cali 802-877-2262; or fax 802-877-2949; 

or e-mail: info@GetSmartVT.com 


ARTS, WORKSHOPS, GALLERIES 


Look North 

Inuit Art Collection 

INUIT SCULPTURE AND PRINTS 

Check out our web site at 
www. looknortharcticarts.com 

Telephone to visit our by appointment only 
gallery in Guildhall.Yermont 802 . 676 .39^7 



BUSINESSES FOR SALE 


VERMONT BUSINESS BROKERS: Fine 
selection of profitable Vermont businesses 
for sale. Cali for extensive free catalog of 
listings. (802) 985-2220, 
www.vermontbusinessbrokers.com. 


COOKING 



AGA Cookers 

AU cast iron construction for better 


Listing food. I\vo sizes. Ten porcelain 
enamel colors. Three types of fuel. 

Classic Cookers • S07B Lower Bamuti Hill 
Middlesex,VT 05602 .802-223-3620 


VERMONT GRILLSTONE. Dont sac- 
rifice food to the grill gods! Natural basalt 
stone surface grills without creating carcino- 
gens, keeps juices and sauces in the food, 
flavors are enhanced as your stone seasons 
with use - self-cleaning too! (800) 427-1396, 
www.vermontlifestyles.com. 


FURNITURE MAKERS 


GUILD OF VERMONT FURNITURE 
MAKERS. An organization of forty of 
Vermont’s finest craftsmen. 
www.vermontfurnituremakers.com. 


INSURANCE 


NORTHLAND INSURANCE GROUP 

For all your insurance needs. Special 
programs for Farms and Mini-Farms via 
Co-Op Insurance Company of Vermont. 
Northland Insurance, Great People to Know. 
(800) 972-2877, 

www.northlandinsgroup.com. 


MAIL ORDER 


FREE POST AND BEAM SHED PLAN. 

Rough sawn Vermont Madę. Download 
now. $50.00 value. 
www.jamaicacottageshop.com. 


MUSIC 


ACCORDIONS, CONCERTINAS, BUT- 
TON BOXES. New, Used, Buy, Trade, 
Repairs. Catalogues $5.00. Castiglione, Box 
40VT, Warren, Mich. 48090, 

(586) 755-6050. 

www.castiglioneaccordions.com. 


REAL ESTATE 


Offering a Fine Selection 
of Equestrian and 
Country Properties 


Linda Fish-Brown 

800-859-2745, ext 705 

WWW.EQUINEHOMES.COM 



Vermont Property Owners Report 

A bimonthly newsletter for owners and buyers of 
Vermont real estate. We cover market trends, tax 
and legał matters, Act 68, State news, and morę. 
$49/year. Refund if not satisfied. Send check to: 
YPOR, Dept. G, P.O. Box 1564, Montpelier, VT 05601 
(To order by credit card, cali 802-229-2433) 



Heritage homes, Choice Land, 
Sales and Rentals. 


Cali Hughes Associates. (802)843-2020. 
www.graftonvermontproperties.com 


SUGARBUSH CONDOMINIUMS and 

Property Information. Sugarbush Invest- 
ment Properties. (800) 521-4550 or 

www.sugarbushvt.com. 


SOLD BY OWNER: 2 outstanding lots 
left 5.43 and 3.11 acres. Spectacular Green 
Mountain views. Off Route 73 in Rochester, 
VT. Info (203) 257-8623, 

www.vermontlotsforsale.com. 


VERMONT LAKEFRONT homes and 
camps, farms and country homes. Near 
Basin Harbor, Burlington and Middlebury. 
The Lynn Jackson Group of CENTURY 21 
Jack Associates. (800) 639-8052, 
www.lakechamplainrealtor.com. 

GRAFTON, VERMONT - Rated #6 of 
“Most Beautiful Places In America” by USA 
NEWS. Heritage homes. Choice Land. Sales 
and Rentals. Cali Hughes Associates. 

(802) 843-2020. 

www.graftonvermontproperties.com. 


LANDVEST. The exclusive Vermont affili- 
ate for Christies Great Estates. 

(802) 457-4977, www.LandVest.com. 

IN AND ABOUT DORSET, MAN¬ 
CHESTER and Southern Vermont. Fine 
country residential properties and land. Fuli 
service multiple listing office. 

(802) 867-5555, www.josiahallen.com. 

COLDWELL BANKER, HICKOK & 
BOARDMAN REALTY. Exceptional 
previews offerings. 346 Shelburne Rd., Burl¬ 
ington, VT 05401. (800) 451-5004, 
www.PreviewsVermont.com. 

PETER D. WATSON AGENCY INC. Has 

been serving the real estate needs of the 
people of northern Vermont and those who 
would cali northern Vermont their home - or 
second home - sińce 1973. (802) 533-7077. 

www.northernvtrealestate.com. 

LANG, LION & DAVIS. Vermont’s Excep- 
tional Homes and Properties. 

(800) 876-6447. 

www.LangLionandDavis.com. 

BCK REAL ESTATE. Berg, Carmolli & 
Kent RE. Your source for Vermont Real 
Estate. (802) 479-3366 x301. 

www.BCKrealestate.com. 

ERA REAL ESTATE. “Always there for 
you”. Home Town Realty. (802) 728-7008. 
www.ERAvt.com. 


VACATION RENTALS 


lOOs OF VT VACATION RENTALS for 

rent by owners and agencies on-line at 

www.vermontproperty.com. 

VERMONT GET-AWAY - Enjoy Autumn 
in the hills in a fully equipped cottage with 
views, trails, privacy and a cozy woodfire. 
Reasonable daily and weekly rates. 

(802) 456-1452. 

ENJOY WINTER AT SILVER LAKĘ, 

Barnard, VT. The Lakeshore House, once a 
tavern and inn, has been beautifully restored 
and now features 2 perfectly appointed 
apartments. Ice skate on the lakę or ski 
nearby. Enjoy our syrup and winę, then din- 
ner at the Barnard Inn - all inclusive. 

(877) 4VT-LAKE or www.lakeshorevt.com. 


Y^rmontLife 

GIFT CATALOG 
on-line at: 

VermontLifeCatalog.com 

Quality Vermont 
Products <& Gifts 
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Ice Follies 


Snów we can plow. Freezing rain, not so much. 

By Jay Parini 


O ne morning, over a decade 
ago, I madę the foolish deci- 
sion to drive my boys to 
school even though a freezing rain 
had covered the fields outside our 
house, glazing the world with ice. 

"It's not so bad," I told my wife, 
insisting that the boys get into 
the car. "A little ice never hurt 
anyone." The kids already had too 
many marks for tardiness next to 
their names, largely because of 
me. School started at eight, and I 
seemed always to get them there 
about five minutes past the hour. Sometimes 10. 

Tm not a morning person, to put it mildly, so I tend to 
drag my feet at the start of the day. This particular day, 
noting the lateness of the hour and the obvious hazards 
of driving over icy roads, I decided there was no time 
for me to change into my Street clothes. As I often did, 
I put a ski jacket over my pajamas and stepped outside, 
into the brisk and chilly winds. I sensed from the out- 
set that all was not well, but forged ahead. 

The boys complained, of course. They claimed that 
the school bus had never passed our house that morn¬ 
ing: a bad sign. They remarked on the lack of traffic: 
Not another car was on the road today. Even though 
we lived on a fairly isolated road in the country, one 
could usually expect a few cars at this time of day. 

We had an old station wagon in those days, the kind 
with falce wood on the sides. One of my cheeky friends 
suggested that we paint groceries in the bacie window, 
to give it the perfect suburban look. It was rusty and the 
engine breathed heavily when I accelerated. I always 
referred to it slyly as a "farm vehicle," even though the 
sheep farm we owned had long ago ceased to have any 
sheep on it. The boys sat in the back, nagging me about 
the awfulness of the roads, and how I must be crazy to 
drive under such conditions. There was surely no school 
this morning, they argued. But I was not going to be 
swayed by children. We'd had a lot of snów days already 
this year, and I didn't believe the road was as bad as it 
loolced. I had good snów tires and decent traction, and 
the way to school was mostly downhill anyway. 

It was a dirt road that meandered past several dairy 
farms, with their huge barns and isolated outbuild- 
ings. A few blacie crows watched me ąuizzically from 
bare fences as I rolled past. All around, the snowy 
fields were bright, glittering with a crust of ice. 



The trees were sleeved in ice, too, 
the branches spiky and beautiful, 
almost skeletal. I was thinking 
about that linę by Robert Frost 
about the birch trees "bending left 
and right" under the weight of ice 
when the road abruptly turned left. 
The car, however, didn't. 

^ We seemed to float off the road, 
o over the crusty snów, coming to 
z a halt deep into the field. The 
§ nose of the car dipped forward, 
| awkwardly. It had all happened in 
slow motion, and the terror was 
somewhat mitigated by the billows of snów. This was, 
I decided, the proverbial "soft landing." 

The boys jumped from the car, shouting, "Daddy 
crashed the car!" School had suddenly become a dimin- 
ished threat, and they were happy. Aware that I might 
not be able to back out of the snowdrift, I told the boys 
to run back home for help. Their mom should cali a tow 
truck, I told them. I watched them run along the road, 
stopping to throw bits of ice at each other. It was going 
to be a long morning. 

I stood at the back of the car, trying hopelessly to 
rock it free. It didn't help that I was in my pajamas, in 
bedroom slippers. The wind had risen, and my hands — 
I had forgotten my gloves — were turning blue. A dust 
of snów swirled around me. 

As if from nowhere, a large figurę appeared unexpect- 
edly at my side. It was the local farmer, Steve. He had 
been farming along this road for five decades, and had 
always been extremely friendly, arriving with a dozen 
ears of corn in late summer every year. 

"I see you're not dressed for the occasion," he said, in 
his laconic way. 

"No," I said. "I was driving the boys to school, and 
the car seems to have lost its way." 

"No school today," he said, rubbing it in. "You should 
listen to the radio." 

I acknowledged my error as he hooked a massive 
chain to the back of my station wagon and got into 
his pickup. In no time at all, I was back in business. I 
waved to Steve and headed, slowly, back the way I had 
come. I could see that this was going to be a snów day 
after all, or an ice day: whatever you want to cali it. # 

Author and poet Jay Parini is a professor of English and cre- 
ative writing at Middlebury College. He lives in Weybridge. 
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What is VL Ad Link? 

Now you can request Information from participating Vermont Life 
advertisers via our Web site at www.VermontLife.com. 

How does it work? 

• Visit www.VermontLife.com. 

• Click on the VL AdLink icon. 

Here you can reąuest information and/or link to advertisers > Web sites. 

• Fili in your information and hit “submit”. 

You ll receire information ąuickly via e-mail or regular mail. 

How long will it take to get information? 

Each business has a different method for processing inąuiries so the 
response times will vary from a same-day e-mail message to a week or 
morę via the regular mail. 


We hope you find VL AdLink helpful and convenient. But, if you 
prefer, you can still reąuest information via the Reader Service Card 
below. Simply fili out the card and drop it in the mail. Allow three to 
five weeks for delivery of information using the card. 
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FairPoint Communications has already announced 
its plans for expanded service in Vermont, once it 
receives approval to acquire the wireline operations 
ot Verizon in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. 

We're committed to expanding broadband accessibility, 
creating morę local jobs and fostering economic 
development. 

We're already investing millions of dollars of 
resources and expertise in state of the art systems 
and broadband expansion. 

FairPoint Communications is looking forward to 
connecting Vermont to a brighter futurę. 


I /ideo & Data 

Business Services Including: 
Centrex, Web Hosting and 
Conference Calling Plans 


^•Ftont 

Communications SM 

Connecting Vermont to a Brighter Futurę 


For morę information, contact us at 

800-400-5568 or visit www.fairpoint.com 


We’re Already 
Making Connections 
With Vermont. 


• Local & Long Distance 
Telephone Service 


• Calling Features 


• Broadband Internet 


FairPoint Communications 
Provides: 
































